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‘The first step was the worst’ said Brian 
Wallis (centre, front row), a social worker 
from North Shields, who like Merryn 
(front row right) was one of 20 pilgrims who 
walked all the way from lona.They were 
photographed by Frank Blackwell on 
their way from Wolvercote on the edge 
of Oxford to the city centre. With them 
are local pilgrims like Hubert Allan (left of 
Brian) a member of the Oxford organising 
group and Walter Cheney (behind Merryn ) t a 
Church House staff member. (Below) The 
Deputy Mayor of Oxford greets the 
pilgrims watched by Jo Saunders, Board 
of Social Responsibility Officer who co- 
ordinated the pilgrimage in the Diocese. 


Tired faces broke into smiles at 
the warmth of their welcome 

Jo Saunders, Diocesan Social Responsibility Officer 
and co-ordinator of pilgrimage events in the Diocese 
reflects on Church Action on Poverty’s Long Walk 

There was tingle of anticipation in Banbury on 7 
October when we heard that the Pilgrimage had 
reached the outskirts of town. Weeks of preparation 
were rewarded as the tired faces of the walkers broke 
into smiles at the warmth of their welcome. It was an 
experience repeated in each host town in the eight 
days the pilgrims took to cross the Oxford Diocese. 

Six pilgrims left Iona on 15 August. Others, including 
a 72 year old man walked ‘just from Glasgow, or 
Manchester*. At Banbury, Bicester, Oxford, Wallingford, 
Reading, Wokingham and Slough they were greeted by 
civic leaders and church people. In between many 
churches offered ‘comfort* stops - all organised ecu- 
menically. Many local people joined the walkers for a 
short way, others for a day or longer. Walter Cheney 


from the Diocesan Board of Trustees walked with them 
for 28 miles from Banbury to Oxford. 

The weekend was spent in Oxford, giving time for 
local people to talk to the walkers, to reflect on their 
committed witness and to ponder on what response we 
can make locally. Over 60 people greeted the pilgrims at 
Wolvercote Village Hall, and 40 walked with them into 
Oxford for a welcome in Broad Street. On the Sunday, 
after attending local churches with their hosts, the pil- 
grims joined in a Festival Against Poverty at Blackbird 
Leys. Entertainment, exhibitions, discussions with 
young people, deep questioning of MPs and academics 
highlighted the issues for poor people and the strength 
of their will to make things better. The day culminated 
with vibrant multicultural worship at the Church of the 
Holy Family, attended by Church leaders, including the 
Bishop of Oxford. But the service was led by the people. 
The day belonged to them and to the pilgrims. 

The pilgrimage brought us face to face with the per- 
sistent poverty in the U.K, which leaves one in three 
children in poor families, many thousands of workless 
households and vulnerable, infirm people without then- 
basic needs. The pilgrims were celebrating all that is 


done to help those in need, much by the churches. They 
were also challenging the government to go beyond the 
small measures taken already to provide a minimum 
income for all to go beyond mere existence to a ‘life in 
all its fullness*. 

Now it is up us to take up their challenge 

The pilgrims left Slough on 15 October for London. 
There, on Sunday, 17 October, hundreds walked from 
Archbishop’s Park, Lambeth to Trafalgar Square, ban- 
ners flying, drums beating. After a reflection at the new 
statue of Christ crowned with thorns and a rally with 
speeches by Lord Judd, Kathleen Richardson, Moderator 
of the Free Church Council and Bob Holman, they 
packed St Martin-in-the-Fields for a service of worship 
and commitment to the Agenda for Change promoted 
by the pilgrimage and presented the next day to Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

The people of the Oxford Diocese should feel proud 
of their support for the pilgrims. Now it is up to us to 
take up the challenge and do something positive about 
the poverty in our country which it is all to easy to 
ignore. More photos and reports on page 2. 



All this comes from 


The place to shop for interiors ♦ On the A44 in Woodstock 

Craft made articles for the home ♦ From craftmakers’ cooperatives 


inside The DOOR 

• Meeting God on a tractor page 5 

• Finding faith in later life page 8 

• Prisons on the inside pageslO-13 

• A place for the lonely page 7 

• Bellamy in Dorchester page 20 

The DOOR is now available on audiotape from 
Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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Tea and cakes in village 
halls along the way 

I was able to join the pilgrimage for two 
days and it was a wonderful experi- 
ence to meet the people who had 
walked from Scotland and learn about 
the purpose of their mission to London to 
help relieve poverty in this country. 

I heard about their setting off from Iona 
after a special commissioning service at 
which they were each given a small Iona 
cross, and I was very impressed by their 
Christian commitment and their physical 
stamina, and how they were supported on 
the way, staying overnight with volunteer 
hosts. At Banbury for instance they were 
given a delicious hot meal in the evening 
by the Salvation Army. It was great to 
arrive at a village hall and find a welcome 
from local people, with cups of tea and 
cakes! The pilgrims told us how they 
walked through the built up parts of the 
north of England and then ‘sailed* over 
the Pennine hills. 

The walkers found the energy in the 
evenings for a time of prayer, reflection 
and planning. There is no doubt that the 
walk demanded from them strength and 
commitment, and there were times when 
some of them needed help and a rest. But 
they persevered and kept their sense of 
humour even in difficult times. 

Walter R Cheney 

Walter, who is a member of Bodicote Church near 
Banbury, is the Trustees Officer at Church House. He 
walked 28 miles from Banbury to Oxford. 


McTaggart and Mars 
bars as reminders of 



The pilgrims leave Slough for 
Wokingham after an eventful 
visit in which they saw an ugly 
attack on a youth and heard 
Fiona McTaggart MP talking 
about the role of business. 

One more step in 
Reading centre 

In Reading the pilgrims attended 
Evensong at St Peter’s, 
Caversham, on October 1 2 and 
the next day walked to the Civic 
Centre where they met Reading 
MP, Martin Salter, who promised 
to write to the Prime Minister 
about the pilgrimage. After a 
service the pilgrims left (above) 
with the notes of ‘One more 
step along the road I go* ringing 
in their ears. 


action packed Slough 

H aving passed through Ascot, 
Windsor, and Eton - proba- 
bly the wealthiest towns on 
the planet - the pilgrims’ arrival in 
one of Slough’s urban priority 
areas was greeted by police cars 
with sirens wailing. Reaching their 
destination - St Peter’s, Chalvey - 
the pilgrims witnessed an 
appalling scene of a youth being 
set upon by an angry mob, while 
local clergy and others desperately 
intervened to prevent bloodshed in 
the churchyard. Not quite the wel- 
come Slough churches had 
intended! More civilised greetings 
followed that evening from 
Slough’s Deputy Mayor. Fiona 
McTaggart MP then spoke about 
the role of the business sector in 
the next millennium. Businesses, 
she said, need to invest in our run- 
down urban areas, creating jobs, 
reviving the local economy and 
helping to build a better society. 

The pilgrims set off next day 
clutching their complimentary 
Mars bars as souvenirs of Slough! 

David Miell 

David is Team Rector of Upton-cum-Chalvey. 



Gone but not forgotten! 

he pilgrims have been and gone 
but they will not be forgotten 
here in Wokingham. Their pas- 
sionate commitment to the poor, the 
sheer magnitude of the 700-mile pil- 
grimage far from home comforts was 
evident for all to see. After 600 miles 
they still burned with fire and spoke 
of their inability to say ‘no’ to the call 
of pilgrimage. 

Local planning was made easy by 
the overwhelming generosity of local 
congregations and offers of board and 
lodging were well in excess of that 


needed. Things just came together. 
For instance I bumped into a friend 
on holiday who furnished me with 
five beds within minutes of mention- 
ing the pilgrimage - and that from 
the neighbouring parish of Binfield!! 

It was clear that the pilgrims had 
jelled into a dynamic community and 
I felt I should have anticipated that 
whilst a visit to local homes for a 
shower/bath would have been wel- 
comed they might have preferred to 
have eaten and" lodged together. But I 
received only gratitude for the wel- 
come given by their hosts. The 
evening’s event offered an opportuni- 
ty to reflect on how the Church and 


local church communities can con- 
tribute to the eradication of poverty. 
Personally I feel that the Church lost 
its way when it allowed itself to be 
seduced in AD 312, and from a perse- 
cuted minority became part of the 
ruling majority, Will the strong will- 
ingly give up power? 

I can’t stop thinking of the pilgrims. 
I thought of them on 18 October 
when some of their number were due 
to meet with Gordon Brown. Did they 
I wonder knock loudly on number 10 
as they went past as they half-jokingly 
threatened to do. David Chapman 

David is a senior social worker. He was the 
Pilgrimage local organiser in Wokingham. 
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Stephen P. Cockings 
Christian Advisor 

offering an 

Immigration Advice & 
Advocacy Service 
PO Box 947 
East Oxford 
Oxon 0X4 1WH 
United Kingdom 
Tel & Fax: +44(0) 
1865 790694 
Pager No: 04325 585416 


HAVE YOU 
DISCOVERED 
THE BEST 
KEPT SECRET 
IN THE UK? 

How to increase your 
income, and create great 
wealth without giving up 
all your time & freedom 

01274 409534 
0870 7100444 


ST. MARK'S HOUSE, ENGLEFIELD, NR READING, 
BERKSHIRE RG7 5EP 

ORGANIST REQUIRED 

Our beautiful parish church in parkland setting 
is looking for an organist and choir trainer as 
soon as possible. We would like a flexible 
person who is happy with both traditional and 
modern Anglican church music. Only one 
service a Sunday at 10.30. 

Please write initially telling us briefly about 
yourself to the Resident Priest at 
St. Mark's House, Englefield, Theale, 
Reading, Berks RG7 5EP 


EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL U.K. 


Adult Bible Study 

at home in your 
own time. 

By correspondence, 
over 90 courses. 
Send for further details : 
CARLETT BOULEVARD 
EASTHAM, WIRRALL 
MERSEYSIDE L62 8BZ 

Tel. 0151 327 1172 
I Fax. 0151 327 1592 



HERITAGE 

TITLES 

Obtain and use a legal title (Sir, 
Lord, Viscount etc), amend bank, 
CC, driving licence & passport. 

& HERITAGE 
ACADEMIC 
BUREAU 

obtain legal & professional 
qualifications based on your CV 
+ life experience 
(BA, BSc, Masters, Doctorates) 

Prospectus send £3*00 
Cheque/Order to 
P.O. Box 2208, Luton, 
Beds L3 2ZJ 
0700 9000 459 


Maison Historica 



Detailed research to 
establish the history 
of your house and 
the people who 
have lived there. 


Brochure and gift vouchers available 
Tel: 01342 843355 Fix: 01342 843377 
Email: Im@texcon.demon.co.uk 



the complete design 


service 

logos, letterheads, 
pamphlets, flyers etc 
12 Taunton Road 
Oldham OL9 QBE 
. Tel: 0161 652 2483 
e-mail: 

pete@gowers.fsnet.co.uk 


Personalised 

Calendars 

VmWWWm A REALLY PERSONAL 
GIFT TO LAST RIGHT 
INTO THE 
Millennium 
Send any 
picture and 
have it„ 
transformed 
into a glossy 
A4 calendar. Prices from £1.99 


For a free colour brochure, 
call: 0181 241 0272 or 
fax: 0181 241 2028 


CRANMER 

BOOKS 

Antiquarian & Secondhand 
Books in Theology & 
Church History 

mail order at reasonable prices 
Anglican Specialist 
CATALOGUES AVAILABLE 
1A Farm End, 
Woodstock 0X20 1XN 
Tel/Fax 01993 813368 


DON'T SUFFER 

Natural relief from. aches and pains for people and 
animals. As featured in the press, on radio 
and TV. 

BIOFLOW® 

is a breakthrough in magnet therapy and has 
already brought relief to thousands of customers. 
All products supplied with a 60-day 
refund policy. 

For free brochure call: 

Sue & Ken McVeigh 

01263 824146 

Independent Distributor 

It has got to be worth a try ! 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

• Pen Press 

39-41 North Road (Dept COT), 
London N7 9DP 

Tel: 0171 607 0517 Fax: 0171 607 9099 



e-mail: penpress@btconnect.com 


YOI R TAPESTRIES & \EEpi.EWORK8 

Beautifully stretched anil made-up into cushions, wall 
hangings, bell-pulls, rugs, also church kneclers made up. 
etc. Kxpcrlcnccd. professional, quality 14 day service. Also 
unfinished tapestries or other needleworks completed. Needlework 
charts prepared. Specialist framing. Kllzahclh Bradley rugs completed 
and made up. S.A.K. or Phone for Details & helpful advice. 

DAPHNE COOPER AT “MILLSTONE” 

TEL: 01435 52B077 C^l 

MIIImIoiic IIoiinc. The Square. IvhhI Kiidhaiu. Norfolk I'lCU I flKli 


YOUR TAX RETURN 



If you still haven’t done it, 
maybe it’s time to get some 
help. Call us for a free 
brochure or an immediate 
quotation. 

Jttsf Tax 


0800 716961 


57 LONDON ROAD • HIGH WYCOMBE • BUCKS 
www.just-tax.co.uk 
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news . I 


Taize and Reading 
are united in grief 

A prayer from Brother Roger of Taize was among 
the many messages received by the Bishop of 
Reading, the Right Revd Dominic Walker, after 
the Paddington rail accident. 

In his message to Bishop Dominic, who led a 
Diocesan youth pilgrimage to Taize last summer. 
Brother Roger said: ‘Having discovered that many of 
the dead and injured come from your town, I want 
to tell you that our hearts are deeply touched, and 
that in communion with you, we are praying this 
prayer: 

‘O God our hope, pour out your compassionate 
mercy on all in England who are going through this 
terrible ordeal. When we cannot understand the 
inconceivable agony of innocent people, allow us 
through orur lives, to be witnesses to the Gospel, and 
to comfort those who suffer, through the power of 
your Holy Spirit.’ 

On Sunday 17 October memorial services were held 
at St Peter’s Church, Didcot, the Church of St 
Nicolas, Newbury and at Reading’s Minister Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, where the Princess Royal 
joined friends and relatives of those who died and 
some who survived the accident.. Among those who 
were presented to the Princess were two young doc- 
tors from the Royal Berkshire Hospital in Reading 
who were on their way by the express train to an 
important exam in London. They provided invalu- 
able help at the accident scene but missed their 
exam which they cannot now take until the spring. 

- Pastoral candle and people’s prayers 
In his address at the Minster Church the Bishop of 
Reading told the congregation, which included rela- 
tives of the dead and injured and survivors, that he 
hoped that feelings of anger would speed up the 
process of making our rail services as safe as those of 
some of our European neighbours. Anything less he 
said was unacceptable. ‘I suggest that somewhere in 
our hearts we all know that we could well have been 
on that train,* the Bishop said. 

After the accident St Anne’s Chapel in the Minster 
Church was set aside for prayer and reflection, 
bishop Dominic’s pastoral candle burned continu- 
ously and Canon Brian Shenton, Area Dean of 
Reading, said that hundreds of prayer cards were 
completed by visitors to church. One positive out- 
come of the accident had been the way in which the 
local authorities and the Church had worked togeth- 
er. A shortened version of the Bishop of Oxford's address at 
St Peter's, Didcot appears on page 8. 


200 years of MU membership! 



A special service was held in St James's Church, 
Cowley for four people who have been Mothers’ 
Union members for over 50 years. Seen (L to r) 
with Father Stephen Hartley, Team Rector of 
Cowley are: Margaret Bishop and Marjorie 
Pipkin, both aged 87, Phyllis McLaren aged 77 and 
Millicent Goodwin aged 75. The service, attended 
by the MU Dicoesan President BarbaraTeague, 
was followed by tea in the vicarage garden. 



The Bishop’s gentle touch 


Animals ranging in size from a mouse to a Great Dane were blessed 
by the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Dominic Walker (above), at a 
service in All Saints’, Wokingham attended by over 150 people*The 
Bishop, an animal-lover, is Chairman of the Anglican Society for the 
Welfare of Animals* it's great for children to feel their relationship 
with animals is appreciated,' said the Rector, the Revd David 
Hodgson. More than £140 was raised for the Wokingham Animal 
Rescue Centre and the Cats' Protection League. 

Photograph:The Wokingham Times 

College launches appeal 

The Oxford theological college 
Wycliffe Hall has recently launched a 
£4 million appeal, its first since the 
college centenary in 1977. Speaking 
at the launch, the Rt Revd James 
Jones, Bishop of Liverpool, a former 
student who is now Chairman of the 
Hall Council, spoke of the vital impor- 
tance of good training for church 
leaders of the future. 

Some of the money raised will be 
used to build an auditorium to serve 
as a lecture room and worship centre. 

The college’s Victorian buildings in 
central Oxford do not have a room 
large enough for the whole student 
body, let alone for those who attend 
conferences and courses. 

The Principal, Alister McGrath, who 
has recently been awarded an Oxford 
University Professorship in recogni- 
tion of his contribution to theology, 
said that the college also needed 
extra teaching staff, expecially in 
evangelism, and wanted to set up a 
fund to provide scholarships for over- 
seas students. Past students of 
Wycliffe Hall include former 
Archbishop of Canterbury Lord 
Donald Coggan and former 
Archbishop of York Stuart Blanch as 
well as Revd Nicky Gumbel, well 
known from the Alpha videos. 


Older yew trees 

Following our request for 
news of yew trees older than 
the 1400 year-old specimen 
in Iffley churchyard, we have 
heard of two 1600 year-old 
trees, one in South Moreton 
and one in White Waltham. 
Both dates are underwritten 
with certificates from David 
Bellamy. Canon David 
Palmer will be delighted to 
hear of even older ones on 
01295 268201. 


Local man, Area Dean 

The new Area Dean of 
Wallingford is Edwin 
Clements, who has spent 
much of his life in the 
Oxford Diocese. He was 
born in Slough and served 
his first curacy in St Peter, 
Didcot. After a few years in 
Devon he returned to the 
Oxford area in 1988 as Vicar 
of St Andrew’s Hagbourne 
and then as Rector of the 
United Benefice of 
Blewbury, Hagbourne and 
Upton. He is married to 
Roni with two grown up 
daughters and two grand- 
sons. 


St Clement's deliver the Good News 

St Clement’s, Oxford has produced a special Christmas card to 
mark the millennium. It features a nativity scene from the 
church’s east window, the work of a local craftsman, Isaac 
Russell who lived in St Clement’s in the 1830s. Before the end of 
the year they also plan to deliver a copy of Luke’s Gospel in A4 
magazine format entitled Why 2000 ? The Man behind the 
Millennium , and to distribute copies of the Jesus video for Easter. 


Do you run a scheme 
to help needy people 
over Christmas and 
New Year? If so 
please tell us now for 
our Dec/Jan ‘Do you 
want to help at 
Christmas?' feature. 


Millennium baptisms 
and art in Aylesbury 

St Mary’s, Aylesbury is holding a major 
Baptism 2000 service on 1 January to 
help people make a new step of faith. 
‘For many this will be with a chris- 
tening for a new baby,’ says the Rector, 
the Revd Tim Higgins; ‘for others it 
will be an adult chance to come to 
baptism or renew their childhood 
baptism. Baptism is for all ages.’ It will 
be celebrated in rainwater, to 
symbolise the free gift of baptism. 

The church is also planning a mil- 
lennium exhibition of Christian art. 
Called Anno Domini (AD), it will be 


held at in the church and other venues 
from Easter 2000. The organisers, Anja 
Kroening, Rachel Beckett and Tim 
Newling, want to see contributions on 
a Christian theme from professionals 
and ‘competent amateurs’ in a variety 
of art forms. Would-be contributors 
must register before the end of 1999. 
Ring 01296 428518. 

We are sorry there were two Inserts In 
the last DOOR. We know these create 
problems for our much valued deliverers. 
Inserts do bring revenue to The DOOR 
and so reduce our call on the Parish 
Share! However, we only permit one per 
issue. On this occasion the second one 
was put in by mistake. 


Keep Sunday special 

The Keep Sunday Campaign has produced 
a report ‘The Changing Nature of Sunday 
1994 - 1999*, offering a reflection on the 
impact which Sunday retail opening has 
had on society. In particular it considers 
the changing nature of Sunday, the prac- 
tice of other days taken in lieu, and the 
effect on church-going. 

The Campaign is asking that people 
should sign their Charter which advo- 
cates that there should be a national 
commitment to a shared weekly day off 
for family members, that this rest day 
should, in principle, be a Sunday, and 
that people should make a personal com- 
mitment to retain Sunday as a day of rest 
wherever possible. 

Copies of the Charter document are available from 
the BSR office at Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB (Tel: 01865 208213/4). The 
full report is available from John Alexander, Keep 
Sunday Special, Jubilee House, 3 Hooper Street, 
Cambridge CB 1 2NZ. (Tel: 01223 566319. Fax 01223 
566359). 


news in brief 

On average 500 Christians are killed per day and 
others harassed or imprisoned just because of 
their faith, according to Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide. There will be an International Day of 
Prayer for the Persecuted Church on Sunday 14 
November; details from 0181 942 8810. 

Branko Bjelacac from Belgrade is studying 
the relations between the Anglican and 
Serbian Orthodox churches. He will lead a 
seminar on 25 November at 1pm at Keston 
Institute, 4 Park Town, Oxford; contact 01865 
311022. 

Anne Hibbert has joined the Bible Reading 
Fellowship, which is based in Oxford, as their 
first Mission and Spirituality Adviser. 

The churchyard of Holy Trinity Church, 
Henley-on-Thames was described in a Bucks, 
Berks and Oxon Naturalists Trust report as 'a 
credit to its managers and a wonderful haven 
for wildlife*. 

New Testament scholar Tom Wright, who studied 
and worked in Oxford, has been appointed Canon 
Theologian of Westminster Abbey from January. 

Father Peter Adams is hoping to set up a 
Trust to restore the Old Vicarage at 
Colnbrook near Slough, so that it can be used 
for the community. Details from him on 
01753 687654. 

An International Carol Service is being held at 
Oxford Centre for Mission Studies on 5 December 
3.30pm. Details from 01865 556071. 

The Oxfordshire Community Churches are 
organising ‘Building in a time of Blessing* in 
Witney from 5-7 November, including an 
evangelistic youth event, a leaders* confer 
ence and an celebration. 01865 793003. 

A ‘peace light’ from Bethlehem is coming to 
Britain as a symbol of the peace brought by Jesus* 
birth. The Scouts and Guides have been particu- 
larly involved in this scheme which started in 
Austria. The light will be available in the 
Berkshire area on 21 December. If your group is 
interested, please contact Margaret and Richard 
Ellison, tel/fax 0118 947 6294. 


MARRIAGE ACT 1949 
Marriages in Naval, Military and 
Air Force Chapels 

Notice is hereby given that, on the application of 
the Secretary of State for Defence, pursuant to 
Section 69 of the Marriage Act 1949, registration of 
St Alban’s Military Chapel, situated in the Royal 
Military College of Science, Shrivenham in the 
Registration District of Wantage in the non-metro- 
politan County of Oxfordshire for the solemnisa- 
tion of marriages according to the rites of the 
Church of England has been cancelled. 

4 August 1999 



WEB SITE DEVELOPER 
AND COORDINATOR 

The Diocesan Communication team has a vacancy for a 
part-time Web Site Developer. 

Approx 20 hours per week self employed. 

Skills required are Frontpage 98/2000, HTML and JAVA. 
Job located in Oxford, but home working possible. 

Contact: Richard Thomas 01865 208224 

• 

DIOCESE OF OXFORD 
Part-Time 

Committee Secretary 

We are looking for a part-time Committee Secretary 
with substantial experience of minute taking and 
committee administration to service the Diocesan 
Synod and Bishop’s Council of the Diocese of 
Oxford. The successful applicant should be able to 
work to tight deadlines and be self-motivated. Good 
communication skills are essential, together with 
computer/ word processing skills. 

Salary will be on Civil Service Executive Officer 
grade (£13,402, with 4 increments to £17,443 pro rata 
to hours worked). There is a non-contributory pension 
scheme. Hours will vary over the year and flexibility 
will be necessary. 

Applications by noon 10th November, 1999 
Interviews on 17th November, 1999 
For further information and application form, 
please contact: 

Mrs Elaine Bowman 
Personnel Administrator 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey 
Oxford OX2 ONB 
Tel: 01865 208201 
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One of the Church’s most popular, 
honest and effective communicators 


The Bishop of Oxford writes: 

WILLIAM PURCELL, who died on 19 
September, was for nearly six decades 
one of the Church of England’s most 
effective and popular 
communicators: 
always interesting and 

accessible, honest, 

wise and practical. 

An aversion to school education, as a 
result of his own unhappy experience, 
led him to educate himself through the 
cinema and novels. This led him on to 
read English, first at Cardiff and then 
at Keble College, Oxford. Ordained dea- 
con in 1937, he served a title at St 
John’s Church, Keighley, and then 
worked in Dover Parish Church 
(1939-1943) before becoming Vicar of St 
Peter’s, Maidstone (1944-1947), and 
Sutton Valence (1947-1953). 

During this time he became more 
widely known as a popular broadcaster 
and writer, as well as a preacher. His 
writing included love stories for 
women’s magazines under a pseudo- 
nym. 

From 1953 to 1966 he Was religious 
broadcasting organiser for BBC 
Midlands, eventually turning down an 
offer to become head of religious 
broadcasting. At the same time he was 
a Canon Theologian of Coventry 
Cathedral. His last position was as a 
Residentiary Canon at Worcester from 
which he retired in 1976. 

His books remain of interest. First of 
all there is the Plain Man Looks series, 
of which he wrote At Himself and At the 
Commandments. This desire to give prac- 
tical spiritual and moral guidance 
continued until the end of his life, 
with such titles as A Time to Die and The 
Christian in Retirement. Perhaps even 
more successful were his biographies: 
Fisher of Lambeth, Onward Christian Soldier 
(about Sabine Baring Gould) and 
Woodbine Willie , his superb study of 


CANON WILLIAM ERNEST 
PURCELL 1909- 1999 


Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy. These were 
followed by Portrait of Soper. 

When, ten years ago, the Diocese of 
Oxford decided to produce a newspa- 
per, The DOOR, William Purcell 

became a key figure 

in its production. He 
committed himself 
whole-heartedly to 
producing apaper 
that was attractive and accessible, 
drawing on his experience of editing 
The Sign , which went and still goes as 
an inset into so many parish maga- 
zines. 

His supportive wisdom was hugely 
appreciated. He was honest and did not 
mind telling the editor that an editori- 
al article was ‘nonsense* and could not 
possibly be published. But such was his 
kindness, and such was the trust in his 
sound judgement, that the editor did 
not mind — indeed welcomed — such 
stringent criticism. Perhaps his strong 
homebrewed beer helped. 

It was during the depression in South 
Wales, when he worked for the 
International Voluntary Service provid- 
ing summer camps for unemployed 
miners and their families, that William 
became a Christian. Through admira- 
tion for William Temple, a love of 
church services, and the influence of a 
fellow student, Margaret Clegg, whom 
he later married, he was drawn into 
the faith. 

There was no divine revelation: this, 
he held, was an invention of Victorian 
romantics. But he came to believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God and this 
deepened over the years. 

He said he had developed from being 
a country parson to the vocation of 
priest, which in later years meant most 
to him. 

To the end he maintained his extraor- 
dinary vitality and curiosity. He is 
survived by his wife Margaret, three 
children and six grand-children. 


Domestic Violence 

As a result of our feature on domestic 
violence in the October DOOR, we have 
learned about Chiltern MALE, a 24-hour 
helpline on 01494 432000 which 
provides emotional, and if appropriate, 
practical support for men who are being 
abused in any situation. 


20th century life in Cameo 

The Cameo (Come and Meet each Other) 
Ecumenical Outreach project in Bracknell, 
marked its third anniversary with an exhibition 
of local history called ‘The 2oth Century 
Revisited’. The memorabilia on display in 
Sunninghill Methodist Church included a scrap- 
book about Sunninghill Picture House (now a 
theatre) and old photographs of Ascot Racecourse. 


tti | . —n i || The Bishop of Buckingham and Church 

Welcome at Uiurctl House House staff and friend welcomed a party 

nil** Alictralian friAnrlc of 33 Australian intercessors, including six 
for our HUSCraiian menus aborigines, on 8 October. Last year with 

the blessing of the Bishops of Oxford and 
Buckingham, Roger Harwood, the 
Diocesan Buildings Officer, spent two 
weeks in Australia as part of a seven-week 
reconciliation visit.The focus of the event 
was to repent of past wrongs committed 
by our nation against Australia including 
the transporting of 1 62,000 so-called 
convicts, some of them for offences as 
trivial as stealing a hankerchief, and wide 
scale atrocities against the aborigines.The 
Australian party are in England as a sign 
of their forgiveness to us and also to pray 
for our nation. 



Snippets 


A new church room 
at St Helen’s Church, 
Benson was blessed 
and officially opened 
on 23 October by the Bishop of Dorchester 
after a service of thanksgiving. It will 
house the Sunday school and creche as 
well as meetings and social gatherings. 
The old village hall was demolished 14 
years ago and it was not until the Revd 
Andrew Hawken became vicar six years 
ago that plans were made for a new room. 
Since January 1998, £143,000 has been 
raised. 

The third annual Ring in Christmas 
Praise Service will be held by the the 
South East, East Anglian and East 
Midlands Region of Handbell Ringers of 
Great Britain at the Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes on Saturday 4 
December at 2.30pm. It will include a spe- 
cial arrangement of Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing arranged by Debbie Mitchell 
of the Burnham Handbell Society. If you 
are a ringer and would like to join in, con- 
tact Cliff Blundell on 01628 602194. 

To celebrate 21 years since his ordina- 
tion Father Tony Hogg was presented with 
water colours of his three churches by the 
parishioners of St Nicholas, East Challow, 
St James, Denchworth and St James the 
Great, West Hanney. They were painted by 
Sue Wright of West Hanney. 


. 

Resurrection in Oxford 



A dramatic pictorial sculpture nearly 20 
feet long will be exhibited in Christ 
Church Cathedral from 1 5 to 24 
November on the fifth leg of its millen- 
nium pilgrimage around 1 5 cathedrals. 
Entitled ‘Resurrection - an Act of Faith’, 
it is the work of Anthony Green, this 
year’s Senior Hanger at the Royal 
Academy Summer Exhibition, who will 
launch the Cathedral exhibition at 
7. 1 5pm on 1 6 November. Resurrection 
leads the viewer through his life so that 
one critic has called it ‘the Canterbury 
Tale of the Millennium’ which above all 
is ‘a show of faith, hope and love’. 
Somerville College Chapel Officer and 
licensed lay minister, Ann Holmes, has 
written a theological appreciation of the 
work for the illustrated book produced 
to accompany the tour.Ahthony Green, 
a committed Christian, will also preach 
at Somerville at 6pm on 2 1 November. 



Lord Rothschild opens school 
building dedicated to his cousin 

Lord Rothschild (pictured left) opened a £1.52 
million new building at Waddesdon CE 
Secondary School on 24 September. It was 
dedicated to the memory of his cousin, 

Dorothy de Rothschild, who, he said, had no 
family of her own and took a ‘particular delight’ 
in the progress of the school.The new building, 
made necessary because of the school’s rapid 
growth, provides extra classrooms, subject 
rooms and a drama centre and has also made 
possible other changes including a larger 
library, science labs and music practice rooms. 


Community of 
All Hailows 

Anglican (Open to all) 
Ditchingham, Bungay, 
NR35 2DT 
Tel. 01986 892749 
We run Retreat Centres for 
group bookings and Retreat 
Houses for individual bookings. 
We offer week, weekend and 
mid-week breaks. A choice of 
full board or self-catering. We 
also offer a programme of 
retreats throughout the year. 
Millennium mi d-wg gK 
Reductions 
A Registered Charity 


£> 


Coleg 

Trefeca 


Millennium Retreat 

Dec. 31 - Jan 3 2000 

£69 

Walking in the Beacons 

Apr 28 - May 1 2000 
for details contact: 

The Warden, Coleg 
Trefeca, Trefeca, Brecon, 
Powys. LD3 0PP 
Phone/Fax: 01874 711423 
email: trefeca@surfaid.org 


THE FFALDAU COUNTRY HOUSE, 
LLANDEGLEY, POWYS. 

Rev Michael and Carol Langstaff welcome you to their relaxing 
16th century country house in the Welsh borders. Ideal for 
individuals or small groups seeking retreat. Three lounges, 
chapel and relaxation suite. En suite bedrooms. Imaginative 
home cooking. Two nights full board £78.00 per person. 

Phone 01597 851421 

e-mail: langstaff@ffaldau.co.uk 
or visit our web site 
http://www.ffaldau.co.uk 
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WICK COURT CENTRE 

Wick, Bristol BS30 5RB 


88 


Residential Centre for groups up to 60, in the 
grounds of a Jacobean mansion, with river and 
adventure playground on site. 

Full board or self-catering 

15 minutes from the M4, Bristol & Bath. 

In easy reach of local beauty spots, places of 
educational interest and leisure pursuits. 

Full board £17 a night 

Call Director Ann Garner on 011 7 9373562 for details 


INDIAN OCEAN CRUISES 

on the yacht-like Royal Star (250 passengers) 

This delightful Swiss-owned vessel - a firm favourite with my 
clients - cruises to Madagascar, Zanzibar, Comores, Mauritius, 
Reunion and the Seychelles on various cruises throughout the year. 

I am able to offer a 20% early booking discount and complementary 
Club Class seats on these 14, 16 & 21 night holidays. Additional 
days at the 5 Star Flamingo Beach Hotel and safaris are very 
reasonable. 

For preview brochure and special offers, call 

0181 668 2043 

Highways Travel 


WEB SITE DEVELOPER 
AND COORDINATOR 

The Diocesan Communication team has a 
vacancy for a part-time Web Site 
Developer. 

Approx 20 hours per week self employed. 
Skills required are Frontpage 98/2000, 
HTML and JAVA. 

Job located in Oxford, but home working 
possible. 

Contact: Richard Thomas 01865 208224 



SALTMINE 
THEATRE 
COMPANY 

requires 

TWO ACTORS 

I Male & l Female 
to commence January 2000 

Send CV and photo to 

David Robinson, Saltmine Theatre Company 
PO Box 15, Dudley, West Mids DY3 2AN 


W A | CREATIVE & >4# 

YAAt QUALITY FLORISTRY wA 
INDIVIDUAL DESIGNS 

ffy TO SUIT EVERY OCCASION f ^ 
WEDDINGS & FUNERALS ARE OUR 
SPECIALITY 

LARGE B O UQUETS £ BA SK ETS FRQM £1Q 
INDIVIDUAL PIECES ., MA DE TQ .QRDEB 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN 
DELIVERY SERVICE 
Visa/ Delta/Switch/Mastercard 
Ring for a quotation 
Tel: 01294 279607/253331 
Fax: 01295 253331 
Mobile: 07971 250129 
Est. Florists since 1967 


TABLEWHERE? 


Matching sen/ice for new 
and discontinued 
Wedgwood, Doulton, 

Spode, Aynsley, Coalport, 
Minton, Royal Albert, 
Denby, Hornsea, 
Paragon, RC Derby, 
Poole, Johnsons, 
Midwinter etc. 

WE ALSO BUY! 

Call: 0181 361 6111 or Fax: 0181 
361 4143 

TABLEWHERE? 

4 Queens Parade Close, Friern 
Barnet, London NN1 3FT 
Email: 

tablewhere@globalnet.co.uk 
www.tablewhere.co.uk 


n 


The Banstead Five 
Churches are seeking a 

Part Time 
Youth Worker 

to organise 4 ecumenical 
youth events a year. 

Musi be committed Christian 
with good organisational 
and communication-skills. 
Remuneration: £7 per hour for 1 80 
hours per year. 

Send CV by 16 Jan 2000 to: 
Robin Sanders 
9 Kilbsser Court, Station 
Approach, Tadworth KT20 5 AN 


THE COLLEGE OF PREACHERS 

IP@H /k mw 19ULlM<y)l 

University of Kent, Canterbury, 10-13 January 2000 
Speakers include: DAVID SCHLAFER (U.S.A) JAMES JONES, 
JOEL EDWARDS, CHRISTINA BAXTER, DAVID DAY, 
COLIN MORRIS 
OPEN LEARNING for Preachers 
Cert. Th (Preaching) and MTh. (Preaching) 
in association with Spurgeon's College, London; 

validated by University of Wales 
Contact: The Administrator, 10A North Street, 
Bourne, Lincolnshire PE10 9AB 
01778 422929 
collpreach@miatral.co.uk. 
www3.miatral.co.uk/collpreach 
Supported by the Open Book Project of The Bible Society 


PARISH DIRECTOR 
OF MUSIC 

The Witney Team Parish is seeking 
to appoint a new Director of Music 
from 1st December 1999, due to the 
retirement of the existing Director, 
Miss Jane Palmer 
In this exciting role with lots of potential, the 
Director is responsible for the provision of 
music at St. Mary’s, Witney, special Team 
services and at the occasional offices in the 
parish. 

Payment is in accordance with RSCM scales. 
For more details, please contact: 

The Rev’d Cameron Butland, 

The Rectory, Station Lane, Witney OX8 6BH 
Telephone or fax: 

01993 200323 

email: cbutland@ukgateway.net 
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Close to 
God 

a tractor 

God in the life of 

Norman Tew 

Norman Tew farms with his son Ian in the tiny village of Godington in north Oxfordshire. His wife Ann 
comes from a farming family and their two daughters are married to farmers. God is central to his life, 

and to his farming. Interview: Clare Wenham Photograph: Frank Blackwell 




B eing outside gives you more of an 
awareness of God. You look 
around and see the trees and 
wildlife and it’s pretty amazing - it 
really makes you feel that you’re quite 
special, able to enjoy this wonderful 
place. You plant trees and see them 
grow and how beautiful they look in 
spring and autumn. You think, ‘God’s 
done all that and we've got a chance to 
play a part in it.' 

God touched me in a very special way 
early one morning when as I was bring- 
ing in the cows for my son-in-law. It 
really was overwhelming: actually to 
feel the presence of God is a pretty awe- 
some experience and you never forget it. 

Routine of church 

My father and his father and grandfa- 
ther farmed between Banbury and 
Daventry. My parents came to Godington 
in 1934 and here we have been ever 
since. We have 550 acres, of which 40 
are grass, grazed by cows and calves in 
the summer, and the rest arable: we 
grow rape, barley, wheat and peas in 
rotation. 

We always went to church: as chil- 
dren we were expected to go. But people 
did go a lot more in those days, mainly 
out of fear because of a war going on. 
There was never really any question 
whether we went or not - it was just 
accepted: 11 o'clock Holy Communion, 6 
o’clock Evensong, and we just got ready 
and went. We have carried that routine 
on with our children. 

But it was more than just routine to 
me: I enjoyed it. We had evacuees here 
in the war. We were always larking about 


at the back. Then I went away to school 
and sang in the choir - that was about 
the only thing I enjoyed at school! 
Church at school didn’t mean anything 
to me because the headmaster, who was 
the rector as well, was so way above 
everyone’s head. 

‘Woken up’ spiritually 

My mother died in 1948 when I was still 
at school: that was a big thing that hap- 
pened in my life. Suddenly I was ‘woken 
up’ spiritually as you might say; I spent 
a lot of time on my knees then. Going to 
church seemed even more important. 

I left school soon afterwards: I stayed 
at home like nearly all the sons in those 
days. It was taken for granted, although 
father gave me the chance if I wanted to 
do something else. But I just carried on 
with the farm. 

Learning from hard times 

They were incredibly difficult times, but 
nothing like as hard as they are now: it’s 
getting more and more difficult actual- 
ly to make a living. Then you could just 
go on - you had some chickens, you had 
some sheep, you had some beef, you had 
milk. We employed five men and we had 
enough to live on. 

Today there’s only Ian and myself and 
at times of year like summer and 
autumn we’re incredibly busy. Then 
there was hardly any paper work; it 
seems to be nearly all paper work now. 
It's just legislation left right and centre; 
it’s hard to cope with. 

But you don’t learn anything in easy 
times. It’s only the hard times that pull 
you up and make you think where you’re . 
going. I’m so thankful Ian has a strong 


faith as well and we talk a lot about our 
spiritual life, even on the CB radio on 
the tractors when we’re apart. I really 
do feel that God has a plan for us; that's 
something I seem to have learnt more 
and more recently. You have to trust 
him in all you do. 

Mainstay of faith 

Our faith is encouraged by reading our 
Bibles - that is number one. You can't do 
without it and it's very inspiring. We've 
been to New Zealand where our daugh- 
ter and son-in-law are farming and we 
found The New Life Application Bible 
out there, a modern translation with 
good explanations: having a Bible you 
can understand is a great help. 

As I teenager I set myself the task of 
reading through the Old Testament. Not 
much of it made sense; I kept thinking 
‘All this killing, whatever is God about?' 
But where you've got the explanation of 
why that happened, it really makes so 
much sense: you can see the difficulties 
brought about because of their killings, 
and that Christ had to come to show us 
that there was another way. 

I like to read from the Old Testament 
in the morning and the New Testament 
before going to bed. We also read Word 
for the Day (produced by United 
Christian Broadcasters which we also 
found in New Zealand) and that really 
kicks us into gear: you feel you can face 
the day and whatever’s going to be 
thrown at you. 

That's the mainstay, to start the day 
with Bible reading. I spend endless 
hours on the tractor, and during the day 
I keep thinking about what I have read. I 
also use the time to listen to Christian 


tapes which is a great help. 

Fellowship with other Christians is valu- 
able too. We go to a group Bible study: 
that gives you a lot to think about and 
helps you to understand the Bible. Our 
first Alpha course was encouraging and 
now we’re getting ready for the next 
one. Fellowship with one another and 
fellowship with Christ: you can't get 
much better than that, can you? 

Faith and farming 

Our Christian faith definitely affects the 
way we farm. One commandment that 
comes to mind is ‘do unto others as you 
would have done unto you'. I think that 
is such a wise commandment - not just 
to your fellow men but to the animals 
and to the land; it's a case of caring for 
it and leaving in it better condition. 

We’ve got this GM business now 
which I think is horrendous. It's all 
about big money for big companies. It’s 
based on glycophosphate which won’t 
kill the plants but will kill all the weeds 
- then the weeds become resistant. I 
think it’s very worrying. And of course 
that grain can only be planted one year 
because it’s sterile from then on, so you 
have to go to the big companies to buy 
the grain. And to be putting animal 
genes into plants, whatever do they 
think they’re doing? Nature won’t put 
up with that; there are going to be some 
bad consequences. 

If you meet a bunch of farmers, it's 
pretty depressing talk. It’s particularly 
bad for the stock people; you feel sorry 
for them. It's an awful thing that about 
two farmers a week are committing sui- 
cide.We're actually losing money on 
growing different crops, but we’ve got 
to look at the farm as a whole. You can't 
take certain crops out of the rotation 
because they’re losing money, because 
you end up spending a lot more on grow- 
ing the crops that are paying, then 
suddenly they become non-profitable. 
But we do feel that there has to be a 
turning point somewhere. 

We are looking at ways we can sur- 
vive, to become more efficient, but it’s a 
bit like chasing your own tail, because 
the world is over-supplied. The value of 
the pound means that imports come in 
so cheaply. 

Looking for God’s plan 

We do know that God has a plan for 
us.We are being guided, but we need to 
ask for his guidance. It might be that 
the farm isn’t to continue. We would 
feel sad if it isn’t, but we would also feel 
excited because we would know that 
better things are ahead. 

I know I have farmed here all my life, 
but things do have to change - we can’t 
just go on in the same old way. So in 
times like this it's so good not to have to 
worry. That’s the thing that we’re so 
grateful for. 


HIGH INCOME WITH 


FLEXIBILITY AND SECURITY 


% per annum 
^ I • paid monthly 
M M / \ ) • paid gross 

Don't doubt it - Find out about it 

For details of the FMD Monthly Income Plan 
write or telephone for a brochure to: 

ELLIOTTS SOLICITORS PLC. 

A MULTINATIONAL PUBLIC COMPANY 

312 Chiswick High Road, London W4 1NP 

Tel: 0181 747 0747 - Fax: 0181 742 0088 

E-mail: elliotts-solicitors@fdn.co.uk 


Elliotts Solicitors are regulated in the conduct of investment 
business by The Law Society of England and Wales 


All investments carry some risk. Interest rates can fall as well as rise. 


C. BECHSTEIN Specialists 


Courtney Pianos 


• Restoration & Repolishing Service • Insurance Damage Specialist 
• Rental & Hire - Buy Schemes • 5 Year Guarantee 
• Starter Pianos • Pianos Purchased 

“TRADITIONAL PIANOS BEAUTIFULLY RESTORED TO THEIR 
ORIGINAL SPLENDOUR" 


OMOICI* (01 »<>.>) 700100 


43 BOTLEY ROAD, OXFORD 0X2 0BN 


For the nation-wide work 
of the Church of England 

The Central Church Fund is unique. It is the only fund 
available for the general purposes of the Church of 
England as a whole. 

It helps parishes and dioceses with imaginative and 
innovative projects of all kinds • and especially 
those that meet the needs of local communities. 

It provides for training for ministry in the church 
(donations and bequests can be directed 
specifically for this purpose). 

It makes money available for those unexpected and 
urgent needs which cannot be budgeted for. 

As a general purpose fund, its flexibility allows it to 
provide, without delay, for a host of needs that no other 
fund is geared to cope with, and its value in this way to the 
Church of England is incalculable. 

£ There are inevitably many calls upon it 
and funds are always urgently needed. 
Please help with your donation, 
^ covenanted subscription or bequest - or 
^ find out more from the Secretary. 

The Central Church -Fund 

The Central Board of Finance of the Church ol England, Church House, Great Smith Street, 
Westminster, London SW1P3HZ Tel: 020 7898 IS63 Registered Charity No. 248711 


Experience 


The greatest story ever told 
in one of the world's most 
beautiful natural settings 

Oberammergau 


JCG 

Electrical 

Security Lights 
Extensions 
Alterations 

Faults and 
Supply problems 

Small jobs 
welcome 

01865 711991 
07931 355877 


Please be 
a friend to 
homeless 
people h 


more than a holiday! 


For details, please (ontact: 

... Christian Tours (UK) Ltd . 

: f Freephone 0800 13 79 28 


Church Housing Trust is a charity offering security, 
independence, rehabilitation and support for 
homeless people of all ages. Your true Christian 
friendship can transform the lives of homeless people. 

— ■— — Please pray for our work and help 

with a donation so this work can 
^Jouirch grow. Please give your support, 
^■Housing now, by returning the coupon to: 
CHURCH HOUSING TRUST 
Sutherland House, 70-78 
West Hendon Broadway, 
London NW9 7BT 


Registered Charity 
Number: 802801 


I would like to become a Friend to Homeless People’. 

□ Please accept my donation of £ 

□ Please send me details of your work 


Name and Title . 
Address 
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Postcode _ 


BE A frigmL TO HOMELESS PEOPLE 


TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL 

01865 254506 
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Insurance News 


GOOD COMES 
OUT OF EVIL 


It was May 1996 and the phone call was one that every parish 
priest hopes he will never receive. But as Canon Bryan 
Barrodale drove around the corner and his church came into 
view, so did the horrifying sight of a fleet of fire engines, 
television crews and a churchyard full of weeping parishioners 
as a fire quickly consumed their parish church. 

Canon Barrodale had been visiting a sick colleague, taking 
him communion after already having completed three morning 
services at All Saints Church, Cotgrave, Nottingham in the 
Diocese of Southwell. 


Everything had been fine when he 
left the church that morning but 
the sight he returned to just an 
hour later marked the beginning 
of a testing and difficult period 
for the parish. 

The previous twenty years 
had seen a concerted effort by 
the parishioners who had been 
steadily raising funds for much- 
needed repairs and refurbishment. 
“The church was looking very, 
very well indeed.” says Canon 
Barrodale. 

He says he will always remember 
looking up at his church and 
seeing the tall ladder stretching 
over the roof from a nearby fire 
engine. Firemen at the top of the 
ladder were pointing gushing 
hoses through a hole in the roof 
as the flames licked at the inside 
of the building. When the blaze 
had been extinguished, the extent 
of the damage became apparent. 
“The church had been wrecked. 
The few parts which had not been 


damaged directly by the fire had 
been destroyed by smoke or 
water. There was nothing there, 
apart from the stone shell, which 
we could use again.” continued 
Canon Barrodale. 

Fortunately, All Saints was 
insured by Ecclesiastical Insurance 
and it was not long before 
representatives from the company 
were on-site. Together with church 
officials, Ecclesiastical started 
assessing the damage and making 
plans to restore the church to its 
former glory. 

It was soon realised that if 
anything positive were to come 
from this tragedy, the restoration 
would need not only to return the 
church to the condition it was in 
before the fire but beyond to 
meet the changing needs of 
worship and the community. 

The following Christmas and 
19 months of hard work later, 

All Saints Cotgrave was 
rededicated in time for the busy 



Now restored to it's full beauty 



Cotgrave after the fire 


diary of services to take place in 
the new, re-ordered building. 

The arsonists were never 
caught by the police despite 
extensive investigations. However, 
Canon Barrodale says for an open 
future we must leave behind any 
sense of bitterness. He is just 
thankful for the way in which 


Ecclesiastical handled the entire 
project. “It was black and burnt 
and broken. It goes without saying 
that without the Ecclesiastical 
Insurance Group, we would have 
been ruined. Their role was to 
provide the very building blocks 
on which together we turned a 
disaster into a triumph.” 




BIG 

improvements 
for small 
claims 

Ecclesiastical is currently taking steps to provide easier and more cost-effective than ever, 
a faster and more efficient claims service for its After receiving notification of a loss from 

policyholders in the form of a fast-track the policyholder, claims handlers are able to 

replacement system covering everything from go online to order a replacement. The Claims 

cookers to garden machinery. Information Network identifies the required 

The latest piece of technology to be item and matches it, via a range of national 

employed by. Ecclesiastical Insurance is an suppliers, to an identical replacement or the 

online Claims Information Network created by nearest equivalent which is currently available on 

a Bath based firm of the same name. Designed the market - always at the best available price, 

to minimise inconvenience to the customer, the At The touch of a button, the supplier is 

system speeds up the claims process by then contacted by e-mail and a suitable 

automation - which means the replacement of arrangement is made for delivering the item to 

lost, stolen or broken property is now quicker, the home of the customer. 



SPRING COMPETITION WINNER! • • SPRING COMPETITION WINNER! 

Congratulations to Elaine Evans from Cookridge, Leeds who won our competition earlier in the year - we hope you’ll enjoy the champagne! 


Putting 
thieves on 
the spot 

Ecclesiastical Direct 
helps fund leading-edge 
solution to church theft 

As the leading insurer of Anglican 
church property, Ecclesiastical Direct is 
continuing the fight against church 
crime with the help of a state-of-the-art 
security marking system. 

The Alpha*Dot pack consists of a 
dispenser containing hundreds of 
microscopic dots suspended in an 
adhesive lacquer. Each dot is printed 
with a unique personal identification 
number and a freecall telephone 
number. Should a stolen item be 
discovered, the micro-dot will enable 
police to establish its origin and return 
it swifdy to the rightful owner. 

Ecclesiastical Direct has agreed to 
supply an Alpha*Dot marking kit, 
complete with registration literature, 
warning stickers and a dispenser, to 
every one of its insured churches - 
absolutely free of charge! The cost of 
purchasing the kits is being met by 
Ecclesiastical Direct. 

The strength of the system is that 
once an item has been marked, it is 
virtually impossible to remove all of 
the tiny identification dots which are 
now used as standard by several large 
manufacturers including car giants^ 
Jaguar, Aston Martin and Volvo. Both 
the police and major auction houses are 
familiar with the marking system and 
check items for the presence of 
identification dots. 

As well as being places of worship 
and important centres of the community, 
churches are also the home for much of 
this country’s heritage. Insurance can 
only provide financial compensation for 
a stolen item and cannot replace the 
history and heritage value, which makes 
it even more important for a church to 
make sure they have the best chance of 
having their stolen item returned. 

Around 1 6,000 churches are to be 
supplied with Alpha*Dot packs in the 
coming months. 

Michael Angell, Manager of 
Ecclesiastical Direct Churches, 
explained: “This is an excellent system 
because of the real deterrent it provides 
and should an item be stolen and 
recovered, the system will ensure that 
it is returned to the rightful owner. 

I believe that this initiative will prove 
vital in protecting church property, 
hence our support and financial 
commitment.” 



Al pha* Dot 

( security ) 
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Archway: 
a place for 
the lonely 




Katrina Malone's experiences as a student made 
her want to help those hurt by loneliness. She 
describes her involvement as a volunteer with 
Archway in Oxford - visiting, befriending, listening. 


E ver felt lonely? Can there be anyone out there 
who can honestly say they have never experi- 
enced loneliness? My own taste of it came 
living as a student in a Leeds bedsit and didn’t last 
much longer than a year, but for many people the 
sense of isolation goes on far longer and can 
become a way of life. 

To anyone with a Christian faith, the knowledge 
that people — who are after all created and loved by 
God — can be left to feel rejected and unwanted is 
very sad and clearly calls for some sort of action. 
Churches can reach out to people by running a week- 
ly drop-in coffee time, or a visiting scheme in their 
xown parish. And one unique organisation dealing 
with loneliness in the Oxford area is The Archway 
Foundation. 

Putting faith into practice 

Founded in Oxford in 1982, Archway aims to help 
remedy loneliness in the community, and it does this 
in several ways. There are the weekly social evenings 
which provide a warm and friendly place to meet 
others and chat over tea, coffee and cakes. And for 
more individual contact Archway also runs a 
befriending scheme in which volunteers make a com- 
mitment to visit someone on a regular basis. 


My own involvement with Archway began a few years 
ago, when I began to feel an inner urge to put more 
of my beliefs into action. The problem was, I didn’t 
think 1 had any particular useful skills to offer. What 
could 1 do? Then I heard about Archway’s work and 
realised thdt I could actually do lots of simple but 
valuable things, namely sit with someone, listen, 
respond, appreciate, sympathise, encourage, value, 
take an interest in, remember someone’s birthday. 
All abilities that Archway could use in reaching out 
to others hurt by loneliness. 

‘Somewhere safe* 

People contact Archway from different backgrounds 
and age groups, but all with the common denomina- 
tor of a sense of loneliness in the midst of others. 
Archway’s aim is to provide a supportive, non-threat- 
ening atmosphere of friendship so that people 
experience more friendly social contact in their lives. 
This can be the first step towards greater self confi- 
dence, more friends and a fuller life. Everyone 
responds and develops in their own way, of course, 
but for each person a difference is being made. 

Comments made by people’s experience of 
Archway show the effect it can have: ‘It helped me 
when my wife died’; -T now have more confidence 
when talking to people’; ‘It’s somewhere safe to go to 
be with other people’; ‘It is really special to get invi- 
tations and a card at Christmas’. 

Those involved in befriending also find it reward- 
ing: ‘I started out as a volunteer but I have come to 
realise that I needed Archway perhaps more than it 
needed me!’ 

More helpers needed 

Archway now needs additional volunteers who can 
help with such areas as befriending, or offering peo- 
ple lifts to the weekly social events. This need not be 
a huge load on top of an already busy schedule, for 
visiting usually requires only an hour a fortnight, 
and drivers can offer varying degrees of involvement, 
driving on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis. 
Mileage allowance is given and out of pocket expens- 
es reimbursed. 

I now visit two people who, due to circumstance or 
illness, have limited contact with others, and who 
have each become special to me in different ways. I 
try to show this to them, and I feel they are fond of 
me too. And I can honestly say it is a real privilege to 
be trusted to come into someone’s life at a crucial 
point, sit alongside them and share a bit of their life 
and yours. 


If you are interested in helping Archway, 
please contact: Sheila Furlong, The Archway 
Foundation, New Marston Pastoral Centre, Jack 
Straws Lane, Oxford 0X3 ODL.Tel. 01865 790552. 


A ministry of Spiritual Direction 

Readers may be interested to learn that each year 
over 150 people ask to be put in touch with a 
Spiritual Director. What is a Spiritual Director? 
Someone who travels alongside you, listens to you, 
and helps you to discern how the experiences of your 
life are bound into your experience of God. 

Is this something which could be a support to you 
on your Christian journey? If you wish to start the 
process of discerning whether this might be for you, 
please be in touch with the Revd John Edmonds-Seal, 
tel: 01865 351582, who will be glad to have a confiden- 
tial conversation with you on the phone. 

John has recently joined the team of people invol- 
ved with the ministry of Spiritual Direction, which has 
a two-fold concern: (1) linking people needing this min- 
istry with those who are offering it; (2) training and 
resourcing those offering this ministry. There is an 
Ecumenical Committee, chaired by Canon Barbara 
Doubtfire, called SPI-DIR Oxon # Bucks # Berks, which 
produces a Newsletter three times a year giving infor- 
mation about conference days which explore the 
Spiritual Direction ministry. 

Are you already accompanying others on the 
Christian journey and would consider that yotfare 
offering this ministry, however informally? Would you 
value an opportunity to reflect on your practice and to 
increase your skills? To help assess the training need, 
will anyone interested in pursuing a substantial train- 
ing course please contact: Canon Barbara Doubtfire 
Tel/Fax 01993 810005, email pdaoxf@oxford.anglican.org. 



From Maidenhead to Rwanda 

in July a group from St Mary’s Maidenhead, including 
the vicar, the Revd Trevor Parkin, visited Kigeme 
Diocese (above, outside Kigeme Cathedral). Last year 
church member Ann Nelson, a retired teacher, went to 
Kigeme with Mid Africa Mission but died of natural 
causes after only one week.The group of 1 2 felt chal- 
lenged by Ann’s faith and wanted to encourage the 
Kigeme church. Group leader Jeremy Hyde said, 4 The 
local people welcomed us warmly.The nation is 
extremely poor, and struggling to recover from the war 
of 1 994. We helped repaint the hospital on the Diocesan 
site and visited widows and orphans, encouraging them, 
and they us in our walk with the Lord.’ Group members 
gave guitar and English lessons and led youth and 
Sunday school work.They hope that this is a start of a 
partnership between St Mary’s and Kigeme Diocese. 


Elite and Woodhouse 
Associates Ltd 

Does your dog take you for a walk? 

If so, have him/her professionally trained by ex- 
military and other professional dog handlers. 
1-2-1 we come to you. 

Plus we assist in finding homes for 
unwanted pets. 

We also provide pet transport, pet 
^ sitters, dog walkers. 

© Further details 

tel: 0800 096 6915 



HARRIAS 

HOUSE 

Hedgerley Lane 
Beaconsfield 
Bucks HP9 2SD 
01494 674204 
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Harrias House is a REGISTERED CARE 
HOME for the well elderly. This elegant 
house, with a large garden, is situated 
in the Old Town. There are three 
reception rooms and a lift. Residents 
| may bring their own furniture. Most 
have en suite facilities. Long or short 
stays. Clergy visit regularly, also 
hairdresser. 

A Registered Charity no 145 14R providing 

RESIDENTIAL CARE 


Manager: Mrs Cooper 



Of 40 million 

blind people 
in the world, 
90% live in 
developing 
countries. 


D r David Yorston decided that the command of Jesus to 
care for the needy meant leaving his Bristol neighbours 
and joining Christian Blind Mission's work in Tanzania 
for four years. Twelve years on, he's still sharing God's love 
with his new African neighbours. 

As an ophthalmic consultant at Kikuyu Eye Hospital, 
Kenya, David is developing pioneering techniques, such 
as implanting artificial lenses made in India, to restore 
the vision of cataract patients. 

He travels around to operate on those who can’t reach 
his hospital. And he trains eye surgeons and medical 
assistants to that specialist skills are passed on. 

Our UK office opened in 1996, to let you know about 
David and the other 35 CBM specialists from the UK. 

With over 80 years’ experience, CBM is spearheading 
the fight against eye diseases and blindness. Our healthcare workers in 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and Eastern Europe now treat over 8.2 million 
eye patients of all ages every year. 

To find out more about CBM, return the form and we’ll send you our 
new information pack. Then decide whether to love a new neighbour by 
supporting our work. 

Christian Blind Mission 
Orweil House 
Cowley Rood 
Combndge CB4 4WY 
Tel: 01223 506321 
Fox: 01223 506320 

Christian Blind Mission is 0 Registered Charity dedicated to eye care the World over. Charity No. 1058162. | 
International office: Zurich, Switzerland [ 




Christian 
Blind Mission 


Please tick the relevant boxes and complete your name and fui address in BLOCK CAPITALS.. 

We do not pass on names and addresses to any other organisation. 

Name Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 


[ | I would like to know more about the work of CBM; please send me your information pack. 
0 1 would ie to send a gift now for the work of CBM: 

0 I enclose my cheque for £ payable to Chnstian Blind Mission 

0 Phase debit my Visa / MasterCard Expiry dote / 


Signature 


Return this form (no stomp required) to: 

Christian Blind Mission, FREEPOST AN66010, Owe! House, Cowiey Rood, Cambridge CB4 4BU 


F*7D0: 
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comment from 

The Bishop of Oxford 
IN EVERYTHING GOD 
WORKS FOR GOOD 

The Paddington rail disaster has 
been very close to all of us. First, and 
most especially to those who have 
lost family and friends and those 
whose loved ones have been injured. Our deepest 
sympathy and prayers go out to you at this time. 

But even those of us who have not been directly 
affected in this way have been haunted by what 
happened. It brings home to us again the precari- 
ousness of our flesh and blood existence. 

In addition to the sadness and grief there is a 
great deal of anger around. For decades the rail- 
ways have been a laughing stock: but now that 
characteristic British resignation, interspersed 
with shafts of humour, has been changed into hard 
anger.The failure, over decades, to invest properly 
in the railways, to raise standards of safety, effi- 
ciency and comfort, stands out starkly. 

Anger can be a proper emotion: but it needs to 
be channelled into constructive action. And this 
points to my text. In everything Cod works for good with 
those who love him, who are called according to his purpose. 
(Romans 8, 28). In everything, in bad, tragic, circum- 
stances as well as good ones, God works for good 
with those who love him, or as another translation 
puts it, cooperates with those who love him. 

The world in which we are set is prone to 
accidents; and so far as we can understand these 
matters, that is probably the only kind of world 
which would allow for the emergence of thinking, 
choosing, beings like ourselves. Much, perhaps 
most of what happens in the world, is contrary to 
the divine purpose of love. But God doesn’t just 
abandon his creation. In every situation, however 
awful, God is ceaselessly at work to bring some- 
thing constructive out of what has gone wrong. 

He channels grief and anger to worthwhile ends. 
He does this, he can only do this, by working with 
us, by cooperating with those who love him, those 
whom he calls for his purpose of love. 

So I end where I began, with the assurance of 
sympathy and prayers for all devastated by this 
disaster; with a recognition of the anger that is 
around, anger that can be used for good. For as 
the scripture puts it ‘In everything God works for 
good with those who love him, who are called 
according to his purpose’. 

This is an edited version of a sermon preached by Bishop Richard 
on 17 October at the memorial service at St Peter's, Didcot. 


Appointments in the Oxford Diocese 

Revd Dr Timothy Astin, Minister for Secular 
Employment, Newbury Team Ministry, to be NSM 
Beeden and Peasemore with West Ilsey and 
Farnborough; Revd Edwin Clements, Rector of 
Blewbury, Hagbourne and Upton also to be Area 
Dean of Wallingford; Revd Dr Anthony Smith, 
NSM Oxford St Giles and SS Philip and James w. St 
Margaret has retired with permission to officiate; 
Revd Simon Weeden, Rector of the Lamp Group to 
be Rector of Bramshot and Liphook in the 
Portsmouth Diocese; Revd Roy Woodhams, Priest 
in Charge of Cherbury to be in addition Priest in 
charge of Gainfield; 



God bless the aged! 

Set in their ways? Opposed to change? To mark the ‘UN year of the Older 
Person’, Douglas Hare shows that the elderly can be very open towards God 


W e often hear - quite rightly - 
about the importance of a lively 
youth programme in our 
churches. But let’s not ignore the other 
end of the age spectrum - the elderly. 
Here we often encounter a ‘mindset’: 
‘elderly people are set in their ways’; ‘you 
can’t teach an old dog new tricks’. Why 
not? I was even told by a vicar to whom I 
was reader: ‘It’s no good trying to do any- 
thing new or change things; they just 
want to have things as they’ve always had 
them.’ I took that not as an instruction, 
but as a challenge! 

The fact is that as people grow older, 
as friends, relatives and contemporaries 
begin to die, matters of life and death 
become more pressing. Their thoughts - 
rarely expressed - turn towards God, to 
the question of life after death, to heaven 
and eternal life. Thus the elderly are 
more open than ever to a clear presenta- 
tion of the gospel, which focuses on and 
addresses these issues. 

It has been my privilege (in my old 
age) to be called to this ministry to the 
elderly. Ordained at 70, 1 have been given 
responsibility for an elderly congregation 
who like to worship ‘in the traditional 
Anglican way’. Helping elderly people to 
a living faith in Christ is a tremendous 
joy. Let me tell three stories, for each one 
has a lesson for us. 

Forty year gap in church going 

‘Kay’ was in her 80s and living alone. She 
had not been to church for 40 years, but 
felt an urge to seek God. She wrote to five 
churches, asking about their worship 
and activities. Two did not reply, two just 
sent her times of their services, ours (I’m 
pleased to say) sent round the curate who 
arranged to take her to next Sunday’s ser- 
vice. But this proved to be too much of a 
culture shock after 40 years’ absence. 
People were laughing and chatting, when 
she expected an atmosphere of reveren- 
tial respect. There was no organ, but 
guitars and drum; no robed choir, just a 
singing group; no robed minister, but a 
‘worship leader’. She could not make 
head nor tail of the service: ‘You’ll never 
see me here again,’ she said. 

But perseverance paid off: she was vis- 
ited again, taken to the church’s weekly 
luncheon club which she much appreci- 
ated, tried our traditional Anglican 
service (‘that’s better!’) and then an Alpha 
course. But in the small group discussion 
she felt cut off: ‘I’m not one of you; I 
don’t belong.’ She left, again vowing 
she’d never come again. 

The next day the Lord prompted me to 
visit her. She was a little flustered when I 
arrived unexpectedly, but received me 
warmly, if apprehensively. As we chatted 
she unburdened herself, telling me that 
she wanted seriously to find God after 40 


years away from the church. ‘You said 
yesterday,’ I ventured, ‘that you felt that 
you didn’t belong. Do you want to 
belong?’ ‘Yes, I do,* she replied earnestly. 
A brief explanation of the way of salva- 
tion was followed by a prayer of 
commitment together. It was real and 
genuine. ‘Now you belong,* I said with a 
smile. ‘Yes, I really belong’, she said. 

Church worship to ‘Kay’ is now real 
and meaningful; she loves to receive com- 
munion and regularly attends a home 
group. Recently we got her a Bible (which 



William Stone, aged 99, with the 


Lord Lieutenant of Bucks, after laying 
a wreath at a new war memorial at 
Lane End on behalf of the Wycombe 
Royal Naval Association. 5ee also page i 9 


she’d asked for) which was light and flex- 
ible enough for her arthritic hands. 

Bill joined an Alpha course 

Bill had been an irregular churchgoer on 
and off for much of his life. When an 
Alpha course was announced he joined 
us; his daughter had been urging him to 
go on one if he could. About half-way 
through the scales fell from his eyes; he 
saw Jesus clearly, and took him into his 
life. 

It made all the difference. Now Bill 
loves to read his Bible, is disappointed to 
miss church (through ill health), and 
attends the prayer meetings - a change of 
lifestyle he has easily adjusted to at the 
age of 76. ‘I’ve sat in church services 
much of my life, and only now has it 
become real,’ he says. ‘I’m just beginning 
to learn what it’s all about!’ 

‘Doris’ was, like so many, brought up 
as a believer and a church attender, but 
after marriage found the distraction of 
running a home left no time for church. 


Her husband was a baptised and con- 
firmed Anglican and went to church on 
an irregular basis. When he died sudden- 
ly she was 77, and quite bereft. She 
realised that, as a baptised believer, he 
would go to heaven. She couldn’t bear 
the thought of being separated from 
him, and felt she must be baptised too. 

It took her a week to summon up the 
courage to ring the church office and ask 
for baptism. She was advised to come to 
the traditional service and see the minis- 
ter. Apprehensive, she slipped into a 
back pew. Afterwards she spoke to my 
wife, but broke down in tears. We both 
visited her at home, she was clear why 
she wanted baptism: ‘It’s my passport to 
heaven, isn’t it? If I’m baptised I’ll be 
with my beloved husband.* We explained 
that there was more to it, that baptism 
signified an acceptance of Christian 
faith. 

‘Well,’ she retorted, ‘if I go to France, I 
show my passport and they let me in.* 
‘Yes,’ I replied, ‘but you’ve got to be a citi- 
zen of your own country to be eligible for 
the passport. You have to be a committed 
church member before you’re baptised.’ 
‘I see; what does that mean?’ ‘It means a 
brief period of instruction.’ 

She agreed to another meeting. At the 
door she called, ‘Don’t think you’re going 
to change my lifestyle in any way - like 
coming to church every Sunday; that’s 
not for me.’ Well, we were not going to 
change her, but the Lord might. 

Next time I explained basic Christian 
truth which she readily received and 
accepted. I lent her a booklet which put 
clearly what I had been saying. Next time 
we came she flung open the door, and 
with a beaming face declared, ‘I’ve prayed 
the prayer - I’ve found my faith.’ 

There was no doubt that she had come 
to a real and deep experience of the Lord. 
Soon she was baptised (her ‘passport’!) 
and confirmed and now she is an active 
church worker, for all of her 80 years, 
helping with Alpha suppers, with the 
weekly church luncheons (for the elder- 
ly!) with church cleaning and, of course, 
with all the services she can. 

The Lord loves the elderly 

The Lord loves the elderly. It was the 
dying Simeon and 84-year-old Anna who 
first recognised Jesus as God’s Saviour 
when he was brought for naming (Luke 
2:22-38). Given that elderly people are a 
significant proportion of society today, as 
well as a large majority in our churches, 
we should, perhaps, reappraise our min- 
istry to the aged. Pastoral care and ‘being 
bothered with’ are the keys to open elder- 
ly people to the Gospel, as well as giving 
them a feeling that they belong, and 
have useful service to contribute to 
church life. We neglect the ministry to 
the elderly at our peril - and theirs! 

Douglas Hare trained in Oxford for ordination as an 
NSM at the age of 70, after many years as a mission- 
ary and lay minister. His book Too Deep for Tears 
(Autumn House Publishers) is on a Christian 
response to personal loss. This article, slightly short- 
ened, is reprinted from the newsletter ofWycliffe 
Hall, Oxford with permission. 


Produce your Own 

• Magazines * Newsletters 

• Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently 

• Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 130 copies per 
minute 

• Operates like a copier 

• 1,000 copies cost only 
£1.37 (plus paper) 

• Copies in colour 

With the OSD0O Digital Printer 


New and Refurbished Photocopiers 
always available 


For details or demonstration phone 01703 330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Viceroy House, Mountbatten Business Centre, 
Southampton SOIS 1HY 



We make and supply, to individual 
requirements, a complete range of 
Clergy and Choir Regalia, Altar 
Frontals, Falls and Banners - as well 
as Fabrics and Trimmings. 
Embroidery design-service 
available. 

St. Martin 
Vestments Ltd. 

Lutton, Spalding, Lines PE12 9LR 
Tel: Holbeach (01406) 362386 
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STOIES 

and all embroidered 
vestments and furnishings 
including Altar Frontals, 
Lectern Falls and Banners 

made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken 
Plain and embroidered 
altar linen 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 

Please contact: 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MK18 ILU 
Tel: 01280 823132 
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Still In Spain 
preaching the 
Gospel of Christ 
in the darkness 

286 North Wingfield Road 
Grassmoor, CHESTERFIELD 
Derbyshire S42 5EP 
Phone/Fax 01246 854254 
E-mail spngospel@aol.com 
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Cornish Fish 

Direct 


IRISH MAILORDER 


NEWLYN • CORNWALL 


Fresh seafood from 
Cornish boats using 
sustainable fishing 
methods. Whole or 
prepared, chilled and 
delivered to your door 
Tel: 01736 332 112 
Fax: 01736 332 442 





A Place to Be’ 


OLD ALRESFORD PLACE 

Winchester Diocesan Retreat House & Conference Centre, 
Alresford, Hampshire S024 9DH Tel/Fax 01962 732518 
e.mailr old.alresford.place@dial.pipex.com 


FORTHCOMING WORKSHOPS AND RETREATS 
ONE STEP BACK, TWO STEPS FORWARD, 8-12 November, 1999 
Led by Canon Colin Deeds. Cost £115. 

STRESS AND STILLNESS, DOORWAYS TO GOD, with Wanda Nash 
19-21 November, 1999 Cost £85 

STORYTELLING FOR CHRISTMAS, 11 December, 1999, with Sandra Pollerman 

10am -4pm, Cost £30 . 

“GOOD LORD, for what has been • thank you; To what will be - YES!” 

(Dag Hammarskjold) 4-6 January 2000. A Residential Retreat for the Millennium, led 
by Bishop Leslie Lloyd-Rees Cost £45 (fully residential) 

THE SPIRIT AND THE WORD (A year with the 17th Century Mystics) a series of six 
study days led by The Revd. Oavid Scott, Warden of the Winchester Diocesan School 
of Spirituality. 25 January 2000 Cost £15 for each day or £80 for the series. 
CREATIVE LETTERING A workshop day in calligraphy skills with Dr Stella Rogers, 27 
January'2000 Cost £20 - includes coffee, lunch, tea and tuition. 

A LENTEN RETREAT with Canon Robert Tear, 13-16 March 2000 Cost £78. 

For full details on all the above, contact; The Warden, Old Alrestord 
Place, Alresford, Hampshire S024 9DH - Tel/Fax: 01962 732518 
Charity No 1065509 The Charity exists for Spiritual Refreshment and Learning 
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etters to the editor 


‘Closure’ of St Augustine's - 
don’t panic says RC priest 

I am writing in a personal capacity, and 
not as a spokesperson for the 
Archdiocese of Birmingham in response 
to your article in the October DOOR 
about the future of St Augustine’s School, 
described as being ‘threatened with 
closure’. Your article helpfully sets out 
the current policy of the school to its R.E. 
teaching, and the Christian acts of 
worship, both Anglican and Roman 
Catholic, but might also have added to 
local panic. 

Much of the present anxiety has been 
caused by general policy on the impor- 
tance attached to Catholic schools being 
applied to this situation before any 
consultation has begun with local people 
including the clergy. For all of us the 
Christian mission depends on close 
support and co-operation between 
Christians of different traditions. The 
priests of this deanery have the highest 
regard for Mrs Gilpin and the present 
work of the school. For all the schools 
involved in change, not least the excel- 
lent middle schools including Cardinal 
Newman in East Oxford, there are partic- 
ular pressures and great uncertainty, and 
all our local staff and governors need 
prayer and other support. In a changed 
situation of two tiers it would be impor- 
tant not only to establish principles, of 
say ecumenical or separate Christian 
schools, but also the viability of any 
proposed schools, and only then can any 
final decisions be made. Campaigning 
groups need to look beyond defending 
the present position and identity of local 
city schools to the possible new approach 
to Christian education we will all need to 
establish in the two tier system, and not 
just in one school. At this stage it would 
be best not to prejudge the outcome of 
the process we have hardly begun. 

N Father David Hartley Roman Catholic 

Chaplain John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford 

Helping marriages to work 

We welcome the recent report from the 
House of Bishops reaffirming the Church 
of England’s teaching on marriage 
(Marriage, A Teaching Document from 
the House of Bishops of the Church of 
England) and ‘commending the gift of 


marriage to people in our land’. However 
we found the recent pastoral letter by our 
own Bishop Richard more inspiring in its 
vision of the joy and potential possible 
within marriage. In response to these 
documents we would like to draw atten- 
tion to the work of organisations such as 
Anglican Marriage Encounter which 
continue to offer weekend programmes 
to inspire, support and encourage 
engaged and married couples in their 
journey of married life together. 

Every relationship needs time, space and 
nurture to grow, but how do we find that 
in this busy world? Marriage Encounter’s 
programmes give you the chance to get 
away from the distractions of everyday 
life and concentrate on the person you 
have chosen to be closest to in the world. 
The programmes are for any engaged or 
married couple who love and are com- 
mitted to each other and open to the 
possibility of growth in their relation- 
ship. The weekends are led by a team of 
married couples, including a clergy 
couple. There are no group activities and 
there is no need to share anything 
personal with others. The ‘encounter’ is 
between you and your partner, more of a 
‘continuing journey of discovery’. 

All that is required to book is a £10 
booking fee. At the end of the week-end 
you will be given the opportunity to 
make a donation, if you wish, towards 
making weekends possible for other 
couples. Noone should miss this opportu- 
nity because of the cost. Other couples 
have made it possible for you to have a 
weekend away! Why not accept their gift? 
Forthcoming Marriage Encounter week- 
ends in 2000 include Glenfall House, 
Cheltenham 25 February and 13 October; 
Blakemore Hotel, Hitchin 19 May; Rose & 
Crown, Tonbridge 6 October; Old 
Alresford, Winchester 3 November, and 
for Engaged Encounter, High Leigh, 
Hoddesdon, Herts, 10 January and 1 
December; Cheltenham, 23 June. For 
more information please call Ray and Val 
Humby on 01689 820466. 

David and Liz Percival, Sandhurst 
Anglican Marriage Encounter 


Students Exploring Marriage 

We write in response to Andrew Gear’s 
article in the October DOOR. He observes: 
‘there are examples ... of individual 
adults being willing to enter the world of 
young people in a serious attempt to 
come alongside them... but the numbers 
are too few’. 

May we offer your readers an update on 
the work of the Students Exploring 
Marriage Initiative, which has been func- 
tioning over the past two years within the 
Oxford Diocese? We are among these 
‘few’ that Andrew mentions. 

The Initiative works with those in the 
first year in sixth forms, to enable them 
to think through their ideas about 
marriage. The 16 and 17 year olds join a 
weekly workshop to find out what 
marriage is really like through meeting 
three different couples who believe them- 
selves to be in a Christian marriage. Each 
workshop has the services of a trained 
adviser-coach to support the students and 
the couples. The students learn through 
encounter and dialogue: they do their 
own research and come to their own 
conclusions on the basis of the evidence 
offered by the couples. 

In Oxfordshire, as in other areas, the 
scheme is run by a small but committed 
local steering group of volunteers, who 
negotiate with schools, find people to act 
as adviser-coaches and recruit couples, 
through the churches, to visit the work- 
shops. Last academic year we ran groups 
in four schools: Banbury School, Blessed 
George Napier School, Banbury (Roman 
Catholic), Abingdon School and Bicester 
Community College. This time we hope to 
have workshops in six schools, some start- 
ing this term and the rest in January. We 
would be glad to hear from couples who 
would be interested to visit a workshop. 
The commitment is for three weekly 
visits to one workshop. 

At a time when marriage is in crisis, and 
when the prevailing cultural images 
suggest that it is outdated and restrictive, 
we believe that Students Exploring 
Marriage provides an opportunity for 
adults in successful marriages to speak 


out realistically and positively about their 
experiences. 

We have been greatly encouraged by the 
support of many in the Diocese, in partic- 
ular the Bishop of Oxford, who has given 
us a donation from the Outreach Fund, 
and the Bishop of Dorchester, who has 
agreed to become our local Honorary 
President. But if we are to give more 
young people the chance to explore 
marriage in this way, we would welcome 
people in other areas to come forward to 
form local steering groups like ours. 

Revd Rob Farman (Chairman) and 
Clemency Fox , Local Initiative Steering 
Group, Oxfordshire 

Building bridges 

The work of Denise and Norman Critchell 
(September DOOR) is an excellent 
example of interfaith work in th£ 

Diocese. Following our recent report At 
Home with Other Faiths ( available from 
BSR, Church House), we are keen to 
collect and publicise examples of good 
interfaith work. Many people are keen to 
be involved in the work but are not sure 
how to begin. We are interested in anec- 
dotes and personal stories and reports of 
schemes which you think would be of 
help to others. Please send details to Mrs 
Jennifer Beresford, Merlin House, 
Medmenham, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2HJ. Tel. 
01491 571216. 

Hugh Boulter, 
Chairman, Oxford Diocesan 

Council for Interfaith Concerns 

All equal? 

I applaud the article ‘God created us 
equal’, (October DOOR) and the long 
overdue adoption of an equal opportuni- 
ties policy statement by the Diocese! I am 
appalled, however, that the thrust of the 
timely article should have been compro- 
mised by the stereotyped cartoon. To 
repeat such an illustration, whatever 
your intentions, is simply an indication 
of how ingrained in the Church is the 
very point on gender discrimination that 
the article was underlining. 

Revd John Blyth, Headington 


We received a number of comments about 
this cartoon. We are sorry that it gave 
offence; it was chosen deliberately to illus- 
trate the point of the article! Editor 


21st year and still growing 


EXTRA PROTECTION WITH OUR 
BOLT SYSTEM 



FREE 

QUOTATIONS 


Our new 7999 range of 
unrivalled high security 
windows, doors and 
conservatories utilise a 
revolutionary new mortice lock 
andhinge bolt system, ensuring 


Certificate No 
StQm FM02158 

BSEN ISO 9002 
BS7412 BS7590 

KN 34025 \S/ 

Enhanced Security V 
BS5713 1979 
KN 09873 
Sealed Units 


that ALL the nasty elements of 
life are kept at bay. Now you can 


BS7412 1991 
KN 12886 
PVCu Windows 


improve the appearance of your 
home and your peace of mind. 


raiisssa 


• INTERNALLY GLAZED (Glass cannot be removed from 
otuside) 

• REINFORCED FRAME SECTIONS 

• HIGH SECURITY SHOOT BOLT LOCKING (inc. Key 
Lockable Night Ventilation Facility) 

• WITH THE EXCLUSIVE MILLENNIUM SECURITY 
WINDOWS 

• TOTAL MANUFACTURERS (inc. Sealed Units) 

• OUR OWN EXPERIENCED FITTING TEAMS 

• DEPOSIT PAYMENT PROTECTION (fully insurance 







from 


We specialise in 
custom made 
orthopaedic and 
high seated chairs 
made here in High 
Wycombe. 

All have solid 
hardwood frames 
with different 
heights, widths, 
depths and made 
to suit your 
personal needs 
and comfort. We 
have a huge 
selection of cove 
and fillings to 
choose from, you 
are invited to 
come and view 
our large stocks. 









's Furniture 

41-43 Totteridge Road 
High Wycombe 
Telephone: 

(01494) 472200 

Open 6 days 
Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm 
Located near the train station 


Avoid the 
stony ground 

As a Parish Treasurer or P.C.C. Member, you 
will he interested to know that the CBF 
Church of England Funds are designed 
specifically for a Parish’s short term cash 
balances and long term reserves. 

To receive a free brochure about these 
long-established and successful funds, just 
telephone our Client Services Department on* 
0171 588 1815 or write to St Alphage House, 
2 Fore Street, London, EC2Y 5AQ. 


The CBF Church of England Funds 

The Funds’ share values and their dividends and the I Vposit Fund’s daily interest rate *. an tail a* well 
a> rise. An investor may not get hack the amount originally invested. Past perlormaiKe i- no 
guarantee of future returns. Issued hvCCl.A Investment Management I. united (regulated K IMROV 


CCLA 


Investment and Cash Management 
tor the Church of England 
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Have your own book published! 

During the past 5 years ProPrint have helped hundreds 
of writers (including many Christian writers) produce their 
own books. 

We provide a full service from typing to final delivery 
for all types of work: novels; travel books; local history; 
poetry, etc. 

We can print as many books as you need or as few as 
fifty copies at a realistic price. 

If you would like further information and a copy of our 
free booklet please telephone Jackie Littlejohn on 01733 
8981 10 or write to: ProPrint, Riverside Cottage, Old Great 
North Road, Stibbington, Cambs PE8 
6LR 


PRO-PRINT- 


GET SMART! 


THE ROUTE TO CHEAPER PHONE COSTS 

A technological breakthrough • the Smart Box • fitted in 
seconds • programmed to select the lowest rate available 
call by call • Simple • reliable • automatic • no need to 
change your existing line or phone number • no special 
codes or different procedures. Guaranteed savings 

• 25% local • 40% regional/national 

• even more for international calls. 

For church office, vicarage, or home. 

SO y GET SMART, GET A BOX, SAVE MONEY. 
Contact David Griffiths, The Priory, 21 OA Bergholt Road, 
Braiswick, Colchester, C04 5AS. Freephone 08000 561081 


NEW PSALMS 
FOR THE 
CHURCH 

Some say they're a 
disaster, others 
' they're not too bad'. 
Synod votes November 
SEE FOR YOURSELF 

the rival versions side 
by side on our website 
www.aquilabooks.co.uk/ 
psalms 

or order our critique: 
"A DAFT TEXT", £5 from 
19 Ferry Path, 
Cambridge CB4 1HB 

(01223 323830) 


DO YOU CREAK 
LIKE AN OLD 
BARNDOOR? 

Tired of feeling worn out? 
Put yourself back on top 
with our truly natural 
herbal drink,. 

Also successfully used for 
DOGS, HORSES and other 
animals. 

Gentle, soothing and full 
of goodness. 

100% money back 
gaurantee. 

For more information, 
please tel: 

01562 884412 



Sunrise Cottage, Heronniere Lane, St Sampson's 
Guernsey. GT2 4DL. 


Fresh Cut Freesias By Fast 
from (HFRXSFY 
Sent by First Class Fast 
Anywhere in the UK 


30 Freesias for £8.50 
(including post and packing). 
Alternative numbers of blooms available. 

Order by Telephone 01481 235151 
(9am- 12 noon Monday to Friday) 
by Fax 01481 239061 

(24 hours - 7 days a week) 

3 01481 235151 B 


Shades of Q (ass 

Studio 

Craftsman built Lead Light and 
Stained Glass Windows. Specialists 
in Church Window refurbishment 
and replacement 
Call us for EDx quotation on: 

★ lead lights 
A Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 
A Stained glass and engraved 

detail. 

We also specialise in the supply and 
fitting of stainless steel and/or gal- 
vanised grills. 

Recognised by Ecclesiastical 
Insurance Group. 

All work undertaken in our own stu- 
dio. 

References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Glass Studio 

12 Fane Drive 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 


Lead. 

Light 

•Windows 
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PRISONS WEEK 

behold I am making all things new’ 


ABOUT PRISONS WEEK 

Prisoners’ Week (now called 
Prisons’Week) was founded in 1975. 
The Prisoners’ Week Committee, con- 
sisting of prison chaplains and other 
Christians working with prisoners and 
their families, was formed to encour- 
age all Christians to focus their 
thoughts and prayers on prisoners, 
prisoners’ families, victims of crime, 
prison staff and all those working in 
prisons. Leaflets and posters are dis- 
tributed throughout England and 
Wales and in many other countries. 
Prisons’ Week relies on voluntary 
donations in support of this work. 

For further nformation contact Prisoners'Week, 
PO Box 15014 , London SW9 6ZN. Telephone 
and fax 020 7 735 71 1 1. 


A prisoner’s reflection 


Naturally I was happy that my visit 
went well!! I knew this was due to God 
answering my prayer. Seeing my mother 
is always a tender moment, as all that 
they allow us is a small fraction of time 
compared to when I was free. So, in 
appreciation to God for blessing my 
visit, I asked in my nightly prayers if 
there was anything I could do to glorify 
our Saviour* name. 

I was pleasantly surprised when on 
Monday afternoon, one day after my 
visit. Father Michaels, one of the 
Chaplains, asked me if I would write an 
article for him. The subject was ‘Why I 
go to church*. 

I turned to the Church on a sad note 
when I knew I had thrown everything 
away, and the things that were left, I 
had destroyed. But, as time went by, my 
faith has been repaired. I always 
thought that you had to see a sign to be 
accepted. I now know this to be wrong, I 
experience things now in my life whoch 
I have not known before. One special 
feeling I would like to share with you is 
that when I go to church, my heavy 
ruck sack of problems is gently lifted 
from my shoulders, and my heart fills 
with peace. May God be with you and in 
your lives. Take care and thank you for 
reading this. B.JA 


Prison - a grumbling appendix that needs cutting out or the place to begin 
making all things new? It has been said that in order to judge a society one 
should look first at its prisons.This Diocese has a good cross section of prisons 
to examine.That examination would unearth sad, 

difficult, broken, disturbed and distorted lives of people who have often been 
victims as well as perpetrators of offences resulting in further 
victims.This cycle is resulting in more and more people being sent to prison. 

But like an iceberg the statistics reveal only the tip of major problems in our 
society. 

Prison staff and other professionals work together to create possibilities for 
prisoners to make a start on renewing their lives. For Christians this work can 
be seen as bringing light into the darkness of the lives of prisoners. Chaplaincies 
in prisons witness to the presence of a God who is true to his promise, behold, I 
am making all things new’.The wider Church can take on that vision in 
response to Prisons* Week by 

searching for ways in which society itself can be renewed so that prisons are 
needed less and less. 

Michael Redfeam, Anglican Chaplain Aylesbury HMYOI 


Our pic 
of the c 
the Rev 
until re< 
Reading 


The Oxford Diocese 


Aw 

0/xPofcP ‘ 


&cwt/ 



GETTING 




1. Aylesbury HMYOI 

Aylesbury Young Offenders Institution is a 
high security prison currently holding 350 
young men between the ages of 1 6 and 2 1 . 
They are all convicted and mainly serving 
three years or more although 35 are life 
sentence prisoners. They earn come from 
any part of the country but are mainly from 
the south of England. 

Anglican Chaplain: Revd Mike Redfeam 

2. Bullingdon HMP 

Prison near Bicester which functions in two 
halves, one category B serving the local area 
(Berks, Bucks and Oxon) and the other a 
category C training prison for men serving 


longer sentences. Total capacity of nearly 
900 adult male inmates plus 200 staff. New 
drug support unit. Large ecumenical and 
mulit-faith chaplaincy team.. 

Anglican Chaplain: Revd Wendy Carey 

3. Campsfield House 

Not a prison but a detention centre for 
those seeking asylym in this country. 
Opened in 1 992 with maximum capacity 
of 1 80 men usually from a many as 40 dif- 
ferent countries. High level of commitment 
to all major world faiths and chc^lain’ role 
is to see that people’s right to worship is 
upheld whatever their faith. Has been 
described as ‘the holiest place in 


A prison visitor gives 
and receives friendship 


Prison visiting at HMYOI Aylesbury 
over the past eight years has taught 
me so much and opened my eyes to a 
world I knew little about. I have 
found it rewarding, frustrating, 
heartbreaking at times, and always a 
challenge. 

Over the years I have visited a suc- 
cession of young men and built up 
relationships with a wide variety of 
individuals. Prison is not an easy 
environment in which to mature 
into adulthood, the pressures can be 


enormous - even more than in the 
world outside - and boredom and 
loneliness an ever-present reality. I 
have learnt never to judge by appear- 
ances. Each young man is a unique 
individual, and crime is often a 
symptom of an upbringing devoid of 
love and care, and small kindnesses, 
which cost me so little, can make an 
enormous impact. Just the fact that 
someone cares enough to spend time 
in listening and understanding, can 
make an enormous difference and I 
have been humbled by the trust and 
affection I have received and the 
value placed on my friendship. 



Former prisoners have a chance to start again through t\ 
Trust, a Witney based national Christian charity. Each yea 
who have been released from prisons or courts livein one 
projects like this one at Elderfield, Winchester which tea< 
skills. For more about the Trust phone 01993 774075. 
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Our picture by Owen Jewiss was taken in Reading Prison’s Chapel in front of a portrayal 
of the crucified Christ painted by Adam, a prison inmate. Pictured from left to right are 
the Revds Christine Rowe and Jerome Moorland, Marjorie Mallik, the Revd Ann Bush 
until recently Anglican Chaplain in Reading Prison, Barry Waldren, Deacon Vic Downs, 
Reading Prison’s Governor William Payne and Marjorie East. 
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Oxfordshire'. It has a very lively Sunday 
morning service! 

Acting Chaplain: Revd Chris Baker 

4. Grendon HMP 

Grendon is a Category B, high security 
prison. It is the country’ s only dedicated 
therapeutic community prison. There are 
240 men on six wings, each run on demo- 
cratic lines as a discrete community so men 
are able to express choice through voting 
for wing policy. Men request to go to 
Grendon. They have usually commited 
crimes of violence including rape and 
offences against children and some would 
be described as having personality disor- 
ders. The therapy enables them to under- 
stand their behaviour and so bring about 
change. 

Anglican Chaplain: Revd Dr Peter Stell 

5. Huntercombe HMYOI 

A closed YOI with a maximum population 
of 360 young men from 1 5 to 2 1 years. As 
from April 2000 it will only hold under 1 8 
year olds. Inmates generally come from the 
South East and 45% are from ethnic back- 
ground.The regime aims to prepare them 
all with the skills and qualifications needed 
to successfully live in the community with- 
out having to resort to offending. Great 
emphasis is placed on education and 
employment training. The Chaplaincy Team 
includes part-time Catholic and Methodist 
Priests, a Muslim Imam and a Sikh Minister 
Alpha courses are an important part of our 
Christian Ministry and we also run an Alpha 
follow up. 

Anglican Chaplain: Revd Geoff Phillips 

6 . Reading HMYOI and RC 

Maximum population 245 inmates mainly 
from the Thames valley area with a staff of 
about 1 30. They include 1 7 year olds on 
remand and 1 8 to 21 year olds on remand 


and convicted. As a remand centre they are 
concerned with the assessment of people 
physically, psych iatrically and educationally 
and also with the immediate needs of those 
arriving from court. Expanding education 
programme and drug rehabilitation unit. 
Anglican Chaplain: Revd David Little 

7 . Springhill HMP 

Springhill holds 250 men. An open prison 
with a very postive and optimistic approach 
classed as Category D for low risk offend- 
ers as well as those who are coming to the 
end of their sentences and have earned 
reclassification. Many of these men go out 
into the community to work each day. The 
prison has a resettlement unit which pre- 
pares men philosophically and practically for 
return to the community. The prison has a 
very positive and optimistic approach. 
Anglican Chaplain: Revd Dr Peter Stell 

8. Woodhill HMP 

High security prison in Milton Keynes. 
Opened in 1992, it now houses 700 
inmates of various types and categories. 
Principal function is to serve Northampton, 
St Albans and Aylesbury Crown Courts and 
their associated magistrates’ courts. Any 
prisoner dealt with in one of these courts 
comes to Woodhill either on remand or to 
start their sentence. Young Offenders wing 
for 60 18-21 year olds with a complex 
mixed programme that attempts to address 
behaviour problems. Also a drug free wing 
and a 60 bed wing for sex offenders. Also 
25 men in a very High Security Special Unit 
designed for men who behaviour has been 
especially difficult 

Anglican Chaplain: Revd Peter Green 


HMP Her Majesty’s Prison; HMYOI Her 
Majesty’s Young Offenders Institution; 
RC Remand Centre. 
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The Prison Phoenix encourages responsibility 


I know that one of these days I’ll feel total repentance, when I can 
feel the pain for what I have done, then I know I will never com- 
mit another crime. All I am trying to do these days is helping 
where I can, sometimes with good results, sometimes not. I know 
all the good I do can’t make up for the wrong I done but it’s as 
good a place as any to start. It’s funny what makes a day come 
together (it’s never the big things) like the odd saying of someone 
around a smile that can do more than words. Happiness cannot be 
found, it is a state of oneself, like love, joy, peace. 

Extract from a letter to The Prison Phoenix, PO Box 328, Oxford 0X1 IP]. The 
Trust encourages prisoners in the development of their spirituality and sense 
of responsibility. They receive many letters from prisoners. The Trust is seek- 
ing funding for an anthology and would welcome any help. 

Now turn to page 1 3 for more about our prisons 


The work of a 
prison chaplain 


R eading Gaol with its high walls sur- 
mounted by unclimbable, metal 
coping is one of the best known land- 
marks in the town. The nature of its 
business means that what goes on behind 
those walls is probably one of the best kept 
secrets, known only to those detained there 
at Her Majesty’s pleasure or to those who 
work there. 

The Home Office ensures the spiritual care 
of those under it jurisdiction by the employ- 
ment of chaplains in each of its institutions. 
They have certain statutory duties: all new 
prisoners are interviewed on the day of 
arrival; all those in the hospital and segrega- 
tion wings receive daily visits. It is work of 
which those of us who are outside the 
prison environment know very little. 
Walking through the prison in the 
presence of the chaplain makes 
one aware of how much they are wel- 
comed 

It was therefore a privilege a few months 
ago when I received an invitation to the 
licensing of the then Anglican Prison 
Chaplain, the Revd Ann Bush, and was sub- 
sequently granted special permission to 
return to photograph the chaplains (see pho- 
tograph left) . The mere fact of entering the 
prison, with its high security, through a suc- 
cession of doors that are unlocked to let you 
pass and then immediately locked behind 
you, gives even in a short visit the effect of 
incarceration and separation from the 
world. Walking through the prison in the 
presence of the chaplain immediately makes 
one aware of how much they appear to be 
welcomed by the staff and the prisoners 
alike and how that is reciprocated in friend- 
ship by the chaplains. It is to all those at the 
prison that the chaplains minister and they 
obviously do so with love and compassion. 

The chapel is a light, oak-panelled room 
with windows on one side and the Lord’s 
Table at one end surmounted by a very strik- 
ing painting of Christ ion the cross which 
was painted by Adam, one of the recent 
remand prisoners, this was completed in the 
Education Wing with another prisoner act- 
ing as the model for Christ, Throughout the 
week there are opportunities for worship 
and friendship, some of which is just getting 
alongside the prisoner and talking and lis- 
tening to him or playing games with him as 
part of a Befriender Group. 

The striking point about the service was 
the inter-denominational involvement, like 
the chaplaincy itself, so that a Christian 
rather than a denominational presence was 
registered. Indeed the Chaplaincy operates 
as a Local Ecumenical Chaplaincy 
Partnership; nearly three years ago the chap- 
lain signed a covenant to work in this way. 

Owen Jewiss 

This is an extract from a feature written by 
Owen Jewiss for the Caversham Bridge in 
1997. 

Angel Tree brings back 
Christmas for children 

Jtis difficult for men and women in prison to 
send Christmas presents to their children. 
This is why Angel Tree, run by the Prison 
Fellowship, comes to the rescue. Lots of indi- 
viduals give donations to Angel Tree or raise 
money from their church, local community, 
family or friends so that Christmas presents 
can be given to prisoners’ children. The key is 
that the gifts are sent as though they are 
from the parents themselves. Prison is never 
mentioned. Many children don’t know their 
mum or dad is in prison; all they know is 
that their parent is away from home. Angel 
Tree brings great joy and is a wonderful way 
of helping to keep families together. 

It costs about £7 a present for each child. If you 

are interested in making a donation or helping to 
raise money contact Philip Clayton of your local 
Prison Fellowship Group, 81 Hurst Street, 

Oxford. Telephone: 0 1 865 72/975. 


Christian and Unattached? 

Th'en'Join 
The Network? 

A national association catering for the needs of 
those who are divorced, widowed or single 

Weekends and Holidays 
Day Events, Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill 
P.O. Box 20 (DR) 

Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX 

( 01271) 817 093 


tt± Action by Christians 
Against Torture 


AIMS: 

• to increase awareness among Christians about torture 

• to campaign for its abolition World wide 

• to support those suffering from or under threat of torture 

• to pray for victims.perpetrators and governments who practice torture 

CAN YOU HELP? 

More details from; Lois Stamelis, ACAT (UK), 40 Albert Rd, Saltash, 
Cornwall, PL12 4EB Tel/Fax 01752 849821 Reg Charity No 1072628 





• For work in secondary 
schools. High quality 
Christian drama and 
follow up - for assemblies, 
RE dasses and Christians. 

• Plus short term mission 
opportunities in the UK 
and overseas. 


• Training in the 
evangelisticuse ofdrama. 

• Drama presentations and 
full follow-up for church 
services. 

Contact Act For Christ at: 


Ground Floor, Mission House 
34a High Street, Yatton. 

North Somerset BS49 4)A 
Tel/Fax: (01934) 835615 
E-mail: ActFoiChrlst@blgfoot.com 
Act For Christ Is a registered charity, No. 101 5048 


MODERN MCISIC 

READING 

The principle dealer for the entire Oxford Diocese for 

JOHANNUS ORGANS 

Instruments for Church and Home 
The most advanced digital organs incorporating English 
samples. The range beings with:- 


Opus 1 

Single manual instrument 
with 20 Digital Sampled 
Voices 

7 Factory Presets 
7 User Presets 
Melodic Bass and Single 
Finger Chords 
Powerful built-in 
Amplifiers and Speakers 
with Reverb 

£1,745 inc. VAT 


Opus 5 

Twin manual instrument 
with 32 note pedal board 
1 9 Digital Sampled Voices 
7 Factory Presets 
7 User Presets 
Powerful built in 
Amplifiers and Speakers 
with Reverb and line-out 
for optional external 
speakers 

£3,495 inc. VAT 


For free advisory service, brochures and free sample 
CDs contact: 

MODERN MUSIC CENTRE. 

120-122 Broad Street Mall, Reading. RG1 7QA. 
Tel: 0118 958 1320. Fax: 0118 959 7942. 
E-mail: Sales@modmusic.demon.co.uk 
http://www.modern-music.co.uk 

Also branches at: 


Abingdon 
01235 524316 


Basingstoke 
01256 464663 


I 


Good homes 
needed urgently 


Oxfordshire Animal 
Sanctuary Society have a 
large number of family pets 
for adoption by responsible 
animal lovers only. 
Dogs, Puppies, Cross Breeds - 
all types inc. Great Danes, 
Cocker Spaniels, Alsation, 
Lurcher, Pet Greyhound, 
Cats, Kittens, Staffordshire. 

Home required - responsible 
animal lovers only need apply. 

Cross Bred, all types and ages. Sponsorship 
of animals. Also adoption of animals. 

Appointments Tel: 01865 559537 

9.00am-11.00am 
Donations urgently required 
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B & B Builders | FREELANCE 

KIDLINGTON 


Repairs Maintenance Renovations 
ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Brian Timbrell 

Tel: 01793 436991. Mobile: 0498 622174 


AROUND THE CLOCK HOTPOINT 
WASHING MACHINE SPECIALIST 

PLUS MANY OTHER MAKES 
SAME DAY SERVICE 
01494 883205 ~ 0831 195628 7 day service 

10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD 


NATIONAL 

FASCIAS 


SPECIALIST in UPVC 

(we remove oil wood and 
replace with solid uPVC) 

• Fascias • Soffits 

• Guttering 

• Timber treatment 

0800 3288927 

or Mobile: 

07979 828652 


BODICOTE 
UPHOLSTERY 
& SEWING 

Upholstery, 
re-upholstery and 
repairs. 

All work undertaken 
including licenced 
premises and caravans. 
Competitive rates on 
fabric. 

Full sewing service 
available. 

Tel: 

01280 700966 


QUALITY TIMBER SHEDS & FENCING 

H&S Fencing & Sheds 


Free local erection and delivery (Shed) 
l Standard and Custom built (all products) inc. garages, summer 
houses, play houses, greenhouses, animal homes. 

All types of fenicng supplied and erected. 

I Specialising in close-board fencing SEE OUR DISPLAY AREA 

swrey@aol.com 

TEL/FAX: 01865 717928 Mobile: 0589 128283 

19 Crescent Road, Oxford 0X4 2NZ 


WANTED ... 

Good homes for Greyhounds ... 

They are gentle, affectionate dogs that are happy with 
two twenty minute walks a day. We have lots of 
greyhounds in your area that desperately need homes. 
Help us to help unwanted Greyhounds 

Call the Retired Greyhound Trust 

tr 01993 700835 

Registered Charity 269668 




GET YOURSELF ON CD 

^ Are you a karaoke king or queen? r 
Do you sing in the bath? 

Capture your talent on CD in our 
professional studio in Bicester 
^ Packages from £25 

^ » Would make an ideal gift ^ 
Call Richard today on 01869 323521 

www.hail-recording.com 


Royston Electronics 

Specialists in Public Address Systems 
SALES, INSTALLATION, SERVICE 

PORTABLE P.A. UNITS 

Lecterns, Briefcases, Shoulder Units 

Easy to carry and use anywhere 

CHURCHES • 
CLUBS • 
RIDING 
SCHOOLS • 


w 

NEW SYSTEMS, UPDATES, LOOP 
SYSTEMS, C.C.T.V., RADIO 
MICROPHONE SYSTEMS 
CASSETTE OR CD PLAYERS, 
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE - FREE 

P.O. Box 1, Fordingbridge, Hants SP6 3PQ 

Telephone anytime: 

01725 518428 or 0589 247960 


See the new Manager 
for: 


• Upholstery Fabrics 
• Foam cut to size 
• Curtain making Service 
• Net Curtains 
i Remnants from £1 a metre 
M Dacron (rolls and bags) 


• Curtain Fabrics 

• Tracks and Poles 

• Ready-made Curtains 
' Dress making Fabrics 

• Cushioned inserts 

• Polystyrene Beads 


These are just a selection available 


Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.00pm 
THE KIDLINGTON HIGH STREET, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD 
~ free parking- 01865 841088 _ free parking- 


| Reproduction Oak I 


G. HILL & SONS 


Road construction and surfacing, 
driveway and forecourt surfacing 
Approved contract^ to local authority 
FREE ESTIMATES 


Tel: 01993 775568 (mobile) 

0860 531958/ 0860 386352 Fax: 01993 778848 


BEAMS 


Lightweight, adhere to 
ceilings etc. Stained In 
Dark Oak. 

For leaflet, prices 
call or fax 

01406 371751 


PAUL TURNER HEATING 

7 RADIATORS, COMBI BOILER 
with HOT WATER, FULLY INSTALLED. 
BOILER REPLACEMENT £1,950 
Tel: 01295 770562 or 0790 1712220 


bliss* herbal health and nutrition 

HERBAL 
WEIGHT LOSS 

Programmes tailored to your needs 
For further information call 

01865 864857 



SPECIALIST 
FRUIT TREE 
CATALOGUE 

1999/2000 catalogue 
ready, FREE 

Special offers on apples, 
also gooseberries, plum, 
soft fruit, hops and grapes 

Deacons Nursery 

Godshill, Isle of Wight 
P038 3HW 

Tel. 01983 840750 or 
Fax 01983 523575 24hrs 


MARTYN LEIGH 

Interior and Exterior painting and 
decorating services. 

15 years experience. No VAT 

For free estimate phone 
01869 350046 or mobile 07808 920053 



LOSE WEIGHT FROM WEEK ONE 

INCREASE A POWER OF F.NERCiY 

THE MOST EFFECTIVE WEIGHT LOSS 
PROGRAMME FOR THE MILLENNIUM 

l ook Belter. Feel Better. Live Better. 

For a tree information on Trim right** 
a nut lira I In- rlta I product 

Phone <11648 769873 - Mobile 0403 452321 


N.L. MATTHEWS 

PLANT HIRE & BUILDING SUPPLIES 
NOW INCORPORATING 

BA NBURY PLANT HI RE 

• Shingles for Driveways 
* • Sand • Concrete Blocks 
• Top soil • Hardcore 
• Cement • Ballast 
Plant Hire • Mini Digger • JCB • 3CX 2CX • Concrete Breakers 
• Site Lorry • Roller • Dumpers, Wacker Plates 
• Building Support • Hiab Lorry • Tipper & Low Loader hire 
• 360° Excavators wheeled or tracked 
SITE CLEARANCE, BULK EXCAVATION, PONDS, LAKES A 
FARM ROADS, CONSTRUCTED, DOMESTIC and 
INDUSTRIAL GROUNDWORK CONTRACTORS 
New contact numbers: 

Tel: 01608 730215 Fax: Q1608 730125 
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 

Ferris Hill Farm, Sibford Road, Hook Norton, Nr Banbury, Oxon 




A Member of the Guild of Master 
Craftsmen 

B.J.WADCOCK 

(PLASTERING) 

Specialists in all tjpes of Plastering, 
Rendering, Coring, Floor Screeds, and 




BUCKINGHAM 

DRIVEWAYS 

LTD 


BLOCK PAVING 
SPECIALISTS 

All types of drives and 
patios. 

Laid to a high quality. 
Free Design & Quotations 


FREEPHONE 

0800 0285250 


VvynrTiATD 
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Ehristian ^Irt 
(Exhibition 


Artists are invited to contribute to our millennium 
exhibition, to be held at Easter 2000. 


For an application form please contact Ai\ja Kroening 
at St Mary’s Church, St Mary’s Square, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP20 1JJ, tel. 01296 428518. 

Applications should be received by 31.12.99 
and entries by mid February. 

A registered Charity 280401 providing Christian Community Friendship. 




BOX OFFICE 
01753 853888 





Visit Notcutts famous Christmas Wonderland. 
Open every day through to Christmas and until 8pm 
every Thursday, with two special shopping evenings 
on Thursday 1 1th and Thursday 25th November. 

Explore our spectacular display of gifts, decorations and 
trees. Visit Santa in his grotto, he is there every weekend 
right up until Christmas. 


Notculls 


Garden Centre A 


Nuneham Courtenay, Oxford. Tel: (01865) 343454 
Restaurant open 7 days a week . 

www.notcutts.co.uk 


THE WORLD OF 
CHRISTMAS HAS 
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Prisons Week 

'Behold I am making all things new’ 


My work in prison may be 
making me a new person 


I arrived at HMP 
Bullingdon seven 
years ago, working 
three days a 
week in the 
prison and 
three days in 
the Bicester 
Team of parishes. At 
times it feels like a long 
sentence, but of course I 
come home each night! A 
prison can be a place of 
extremes: on one hand 
intense, threatening or 
depressing but on the 
other, with nearly 900 
adult male inmates, plus 
some 200 staff, the mun- 
dane normality of 
everyday life. 

You meet such an 
amazing cross-section of 
society, such a wide range 
of people who cope with 
prison or fail to cope, in 
very different ways. They 
may not understand why 
a priest is there and at 
times I wonder myself. 
They may seem arrogant 
or repentant, abhorrent 
or in desperate need. Yet 
my faith tells me that 
each and every one of 
them is a child of God 

N 


and that I must try to 
make them aware of that 
profound reality. 

The cycle 
of life that I 
experience 
in my 
parish work 
somehow provides a bal- 
ance to the extremes and 
intensity I encounter in 
prison and so too, of 
course, does the prayer- 
ful support and care of 
friends and colleagues, 
both inside and outside 
the prison. 

I suspect my work in 
prison may be slowly 
making me a new person, 
never an easy process. But 
the chance of being made 
anew is desperately need- 
ed by all in prison, if not 
always welcomed. As 
Christians and as a soci- 
ety we must offer those 
in prison the hope of a 
new creation. If we don’t, 
we are not only failing 
them, we are failing God. 

Steve Hall 
Father Steve Hall is Assistant 
Anglican Chaplain, HMP 
Bullingdon 


a Chaplain 
writes 


Pray for Bullingdon Prison 
A small prayer group meets locally outside 
Bullingdon prison on the first Wednesday of the 
month and a prayer dairy is available.To find out 
more ring Elizabeth Tothill on 01869 338186. 


The Mothers* Union add a 
touch of warmth for visitors 

Mothers’ Union members are working at 
Bullingdon Prison and at the Young 
Offenders Remand Prison at Reading. At 
Bullingdon members help in the Visitors* 
Centre with the tea bar and in helping the 
paid staff to make the Visitors* Centre as wel- 
coming a place as possible. It is more than 
just making a cup of tea. It is helping process 
the visitors through, talking to those who 
want to talk, taking an interest in the chil- 
dren and in everything being non- 
judgemental and non-questioning. At 
Reading members help with the creche off 
the visiting hall and help with the tea bar. 

In both cases there are non MU members 
working with us, but we try to keep up the 
pool of volunteers. Members throughout the 
Diocese also support the work with prayer 
and in a practical way by providing money 
for toys or equipment or small extras for the 
children such as Easter eggs or small bags of 
sweets for Christmas. 

If anyone is interested in joining our pool of vol- 
unteers at either Bullingdon or Reading please 
contact Primrose Gallimore on 01525 240302. 


A life-prisoner’s prayer for victims 

We can't imagine their fears, their incessant tears, 
their vulnerability, their humiliated side of lives 
that are shattered, lives that once mattered bro- 
ken and empty inside. We can’t imagine the 
heartache they may feel each new daybreak the 
torment that lasts through the day nor imagine 
their plight the dark sleepless nights for them 
lord we pray. Holy Spirit all revealing, Lord bring 
them healing from nightmares, brokenness and 
pain. Lord heal their heartache that the sun rise 
one daybreak that their lives will matter again. 

. 

Judge Tumin’s prayer for those who 
seek punishment for crime 

We pray to thee O Lord, for all who cannot 
accept that those who have committed crime are 
also part of God’s creation and deserving of our 
love. Help them to replace vengeance with the 
compassion that creates lasting justice. 

Both these prayers are taken from the Prisons' Week 
leaflet avilablefrom the address on page 11. 



L ast May, 27 members of Wallingford's 40-strong Parish Choir travelled 
to Normandy to give concerts in Argentan and Alencon.Their sung 
Mass in St Germain in Argentan earned spontaneous applause from 
the congregation especially for their efforts to sing in French. With their 
director of music, Robert Webb, and guest organist, Paul Plummer, they 
delighted audiences with Rutter, Tippett and Schubert." Summer engagements 
at home included an invitation to sing in the Cathedral at a Save the Children 
commemorative service. The choirs winter programme includes singing in St 
Mary Redcliffe, Bristol and in Llandaff and Chester Cathedrals. 

The choir which has been called ‘one of the best parish choirs in England’, 
has members of all ages and sings morning and evening on Sundays at St 
Mary's and St Leonard’s in Wallingford.They have four candidates enrolled 
for the Bishop’s Chorister Award and are expanding the junior section.To 
encourage quality and commitment they recently became the first Oxford- 
shire parish church choir to appoint a ‘Choral Scholar, 1 6 year old Miriam 
Wood.Two awards worth £50 each a term are being offered. 'People of 
Miriam’s age have many calls on their time and if they show commitment to 
the choir we feel that the church should show a commitment to them’, said 
Robert Webb who hopes that a suitable candidate will come forward for the 
other scholarship. He is always interested in hearing from potential new choir 
members. Ring him on 0 1 49 1 836353 or Sue Ledger on 0 1 49 1 835207. 
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Bishop’s Award Choristers 1 999 

Congratulations to the following successful candidates from the 
Thames and Chiltern Area. They will be presented to the Bishop of 
Oxford in the Cathedral at evensong on 6 November 

Junior Bishop’s Choristers 

Nick Ashby - St Giles’ Oxford; Andew Malliff - All Saints’, Marlow; Thomas 
Flowerdew, Rachel Coward - St Nicolas, Newbury; Hannah Fogg - St Mary 
the Virgin, Shipton under Wychwood; Hannah Dutfield, Hannah Watson- 
Toft - St John the Baptist, Cookham Dean; Rachel Dudman, Holly Stone, 
Sarah Cook, Zoe Savin - Christ Church, Reading; Megan Wells, Elizabeth 
Grist - St Paul’s, Wokingham; Laura Barrance, Andrea Tiganescu, Rebecca 
Lay - St Michael’s, Blewbury; Heather Moon - St Sebastian, Wokingham; 
Juliet Ambrosini - St Mary’s, Witney; Callum Francis - All Saints’, 
Marcham. 

Senior Bishop’s Choristers 

Angela Brant - SS Peter and Paul, Newport Pagnell; Joanna Yates, Philippa 
Pearson, Anna Rutherford - St Peter’s Caversham; Michelle Hughes - St 
Michael’s, Blewbury; Val Cooper, Cathryn Leask, Andy Moore - St Nicolas, 
Newbury; Edith Cupper, Joanna Whittaker - All Saints’, Wokingham; 
Philippa Straw - St John’s, Stratfield Mortimer; James Hockley - Christ 
Church, Reading. 


The 

CATHOLIC 
STUDY 

Circle for Animal Welfare 

Help us to fight against the abuse of the non human 
creation through prayer and reading our triannual 
publication THE ARK, interdenominational and 
with a world-wide circulation. 

Please send £1 for a copy of THE ARK 
39 Onslow Gardens, South Woodford, London 
E18 1ND Tel: (0181) 989 0478 

A Catholic Charily to fight abuse of animals No 231022 


Elite & Woodhouse Associates Ltd. 


Does your dog take you for a walk? 

If so, have him/ her professionally (rained by ex military and other 
proessional dog handlers. 

1-2-1 we could come to you 
Plus assist in ildning homes for unwanted pets. 
We also provide pet transport, 
pel sitters, dog walkers 


Further details, tel: 0800 096 6915 Mobile 07005 345183 
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Ethikos Independent Financial Advisers 





For independent advice on 
ethical investments 

Please contact Peter Chesworth on: - 
Tel/Fax 0118 958 6998 

816 Oxford Road, Reading RG30 1EL 

A member of the Kestrel Network 
which is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 


★★★★★★ 


For independent financial 
advice based on the 
principle of caring for you 
and your values 

contact 

‘the ethical 
partnership’ 

freephone 0800 0924090 

a member of The Association of 
Christian Independent Financial 
Advisers (ACIFA) 

‘the ethical partnership* is a member of 
IFA Network Ltd which is regulated by 
the Personal Investment Authority 


ETHICAL APPROACH 
I O INYLSI MENT? 

I BECAUSE 

I WE KNOW 

■ YOU CARE.” 


At J. Rothschild Assurance we pride ourselves on our professionalism and our ethical approach to business. 
And like you and many of our clients, we believe in making a positive contribution to the world in which we 
live from both an environmental and social perspective. 

With this in mind, we have developed the J. Rothschild Assurance Ethical Fund managed by Henderson 
Investors Ltd which is one of the few funds available that aims to provide both capital growth and income. 

Our Ethical Fund will only invest in stocks that meet a strict selection criteria either in terms of providing 
ethical products /service or by having a sound record on social and environmental issues. The selection 
process does not end there, we also place great emphasis on analysing the economic strength and outlook of 
the stocks in order to obtain the best possible returns for our clients. 

“If a company is ethical but we don’t like its economic potential we won't invest!” 

Frederic de Meiode - Henderson Investors 

We have a team of experienced financial advisers, whom we call Partners of The J. Rothschild Partnership, 
in recognition of their common interest in maintaining our high standards and who would be happy to assist 
you. 

The J. Rothschild Assurance Ethical Fund is available along with a range of other funds, through products such 
as our ISA and Investment Bonds. For further information or to arrange a meeting without charge or oblig- 
ation, please call Geoff Maskcll on 01753 840703 or return the coupon below. 


GcolT Maskcll, J. Rothschild Assurance pic, 1 17 Piccadilly, London W1V 9FJ 
□ Please send me further information 
0 Please contact me to arrange a meeting 

\ AMI ; 

ADhRI-SS: 

ZZZZIIZZZZZZZIZZZIZZZZ^IZI j. rothschild 

mslvol)l: ILL ASSURANCE 

Representing only the J. Rothschild Assurance Marketing Group (members of which are regulated I>\ the Personal Investment Authority and/or I.MRO) which 
takes responsibility for its representatives oitlv in respect of advice given on, and the sale of, life assurance, pensions and unit trust products of members of 
the Marketing Group. The J. Rothschild Partnership is the marketing term used to describe the representatives of the j. Rothschild Assurance Marketing 
Group, all of whom are experienced financial advisers. We mav contact you bv telephone. 
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MILLENNIUM^ 

LECTURE SERIES 


‘ Into the Millennium ’ 


A series of lectures given by 
Honorary Graduates of the 
University of Reading on a broad 
spectrum of globally important 
issues for the next millennium. 

The Lecture Series is aimed at 
a general audience and anyone 
is welcome to attend. There will 
also be the opportunity for a 
discussion about the issues raised. 

Lectures will take place at 7.30pm 
in the Palmer Lecture Theatre on 
the Whiteknights campus. 

Admission is by ticket, 
obtainable free of charge from: 

The Information Office 
The University of Reading 
PO Box 217, Reading RG6 6 AH 
Telephone: (0118)931 8004 
Email: information® 
reading.ac.uk 

INTO THE MILLENNIUM 


12000 

THE UNIVERSITY OF READING 


2 November 1999 - Politics and Society 

Lord Dahrendorf 

Governor, London School of Economics 

30 November 1999 - Urban Planning 

Professor Sir Peter Hall 

Professor of Planning, 

University College London 

18 January 2000 - Global Environment 

Sir John Houghton 

Government adviser on climate change 

1 February 2000 - Science and Society 

Sir Michael Atiyah 

Former President of the Royal Society 
29 February 2000 - Creative Arts 

Sir Peter Hall 

Theatre director and film producer 

2 May 2000 - Human Development 

HRH Princess Basma Bint Talal 



THE PREMIER. CHOICE FOR HOME * ► 


V The Anchor V 

High Street, Stanford-in-the-Vale. Oxon 
With view£ of the Village Cneen. thia typical country 
pub haa picturesque surroundings and plenty of 
atmosphere. 

Hie extensive menu includes bar snacks, children’s 
menu, vegetarian dishes and a weekly (Sunday Qoasl 
Wr: Apr: now taking CiiDwmAA Papty booking* - call 
rop njPTitrx? intopmattcn op a cdpy or mr: menu. 
Open every day 
Tel: 01367 710323 


SPARKLE STAGE SET 

School of Performing Arts Summer Workshop 
from 8 years upward 
Meets regularly at Risinghurst Community 
Centre on Sunday 1 to 6pm 
Working on rehearsals for next production 
For dancing, singing and drama 
For more information tel 01865 765732 
We produce 2 shows a year at 
The Old Fire Station 


mm i mm 

- PRIVATE HIRE ^ 

ROLLS ROYCE FOR HIRE 

WEDDINGS 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
TOURING 

OR WHY NOT AS A TREAT 
FOR AN EVENING OUT 
IT’S NOT AS EXPENSIVE AS YOU THINK 

TEL 01993 880660 
MOBILE 07974 046336 


Held in Halls & attached heated temporary pavilions 

NEWLANDS PARK 

BUCKS COLLEGE 

Off A413 at Chalfont St Giles, Bucks 
Follow brown signs to CHILTERN OPEN AIR MUSEUM 

13-14 NOVEMBER 

& 

20-21 NOVEMBER 

Sat & Sun - Open 10am -5pm 
Meet the makers , see them at work amt 
purchase some of the finest examples of 
British Art , Craft, Fashion & Design 
80% EXHIBITOR CHANGEOVER FOR 2 nd WEEK 


FREE special performances of puppet panto ' Aladdin on 
Strings' by Cameo Puppets daily at 12 noon, 2pm & 3:30pm. 


Adults £3.50, Seniors £3.00, Children (8-16 yrs) 
£1.00, Family (2 Adults & 2 Children) £8.00 
The Exhibition Team Ltd 01494 450504 


%\yc #"j.rp mix Umpn 

Reading Road, 

UPTON 

it Home Cooked Food 
★ Families Welcome, Traditional Beers 
★ Christmas Menu being served November onwards 
★ We can cater for large parties upto 18 people 
★ Accommodation 

Tel: 01235 850723 

for Christmas bookings 


daman's 

TANDOORI RESTAURANT 

74r T^eAtxunemt in Oxfon xl&Avtt 

We are now taking Christmas Party bookings 

. k Fully air conditioned 

k Large parties welcome 
k Function room available 
k Vegetarian menu k Take-away service 
Open 12 noon - 2.30pm and 6-1 1.30pm 
108 Walton Street , Oxford 
TEL. 01865 554905/310102 




SADDLERS ARMS 

New Yatt, nr Witney, Oxon Tel: 01993 868368 

This charming tree house is situated in the heart of the 
Oxfordshire countryside. 

An idyllic rural pub offering open fires and tasteful 
decor in which to enjoy a highly recommended home- 
made meal, which is exceptional value for money. 
There is always a warm welcome and nothing is too 
much trouble. We have lots planned for the future. 
Come and see for yourselves. We look forward to 
meeting you 

We are now taking Christmas Party Bookings 
Call for details and a copy of the menu 


®fje SHoohman 3nn 
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Bars & Banqueting Hall. Traditional English Fayre. 
Beer from the Cask. 

Lunches and Dinners. Country Wines. 
Business Meetings/ Lunches and Dinner 
Weddings. Conferences. 

Full Restaurant facilities. 

You can even smoke a Clay Pipe. 
FERNHAM, Nr Faringdon, Oxfordshire 
We are now taking Christmas Party Bookings - 

CALL US FOR A C OPY OF THE MENU OR FURTHKE DETAILS. 
17th Century Inn in the. Vale of the White Horse 
01367 820643 The Traditional English Inn 
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MARKET PLACE, FARINGDON, OXFORDSHIRE 

A delightful 16th Century 
Hotel and Restaurant 

SUNDAY ROAST £5.95 

Party of 4 or more - one main course free 
Book now for pre-Christmas luncheon 
or dinner parties 
(up to 40 in function room) 

Tel: 01367 240534 


CHOPSTICKS CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Specialise in Peking, Szechuan, 
Cantonese, Seafood and 
Vegetarian 

WE ARE NOW TAKING CHRISTMAS 
PARTY BOOKINGS AT £15.50 PER 
HEAD 

EAT AS MUCH AS YOU LIKE 
£13.50 PER HEAD 

7 days a week ^1* 

(3 courses, over 50 dishes to choose 
from, including our famous Crispy 
Aromatic Duck) 

For reservations, please ring 
(01865) 725688/ 200295 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10% DISCOUNT FOR 
nfara TAKEAWAY 

244 COWLEY ROAD, 
OXFORD 


The new owners have 
completely refurbished 

the 

^George Imr 

at Barford St. Michael 

Not just another pub. but a great place to 
meet. Delightful 17th Century stone and 
thatched village free house with beamed 
ceilings. Wide selection of traditional ales, 
beers and wines with good food every 
lunchtime and evening, except Monday 
nights w hich is Live Music Night. 

WE ARE NOW TAKING CHRISTMAS 
PARTY BOOKINGS AND CAN CATER 
FOR UP TO 12 IN OUR PRIVATE 
FUNCTION ROOM 

For Bookings Tel. 01869 338226 

LOWER STREET, BARFORD ST MICHAEL, 
NR BLOXHAM (under 6 miles 
from Banbury Cross) 






COOKED ITALIAN FOOD 

(?£ 


La CapaRnina Kestaujiant 

Extensive First Class A La Carte Menu K 

Lunch time and evening meals A k 

Quality wine selection. Fully air conditioned. j - 
Parties catered for. 

OPEN 6 days 12.00-1.45 for lunch' 
6.00-10.30 for dinner 
(dosed Sunday and Mondy lunchtime) 

Oxford 0 1 865 248200 % 

^ 247 Cowley Rood, Oxford A 

We are now taking Christmas party bookings * 

p -CALL FOR DETAILS OF MENU j? 


¥ Ye Olde ^ 
Dog 

& Badger * 

14th Century Public House and Restaurant 
Traditional Bar Food 
Snacks and A la Carte Menu 

Under the Personal Managemen r of 
Harry Paul and Annie Rea\> 

Henley Road, Medmenham, Nr Marlow, Buck.- SL7 2HE 
Tel: 01491 571362 
Pub Opening Times 
11am - 11 pm Monday to Saturday 
12pm - 10.30pm Sunday 
Traditional Bar Food and A la Carte Menu served: 
Monday to Saturday 6.30pm - 9.30pm 
1 Sunday 6.30pm - 9.00pm 
Lunchtimes: from 12pm-2.30pm 
Traditional Sunday Roast 12pm - 3pm 
A range of light bar snacks served throughout the day 
Our Restaurant is available for reservations and 

PRIVATE PARTIES, SEATING UP TO .32 PEOPLE 
Festive menus available - Christmas Fayre served from 
December 1st 

Christmas Day lunch will be available from 12pm • 3pm 
There will be one silting only - book early to 
avoid disappointment 

Tel: 01491 571362 








"The friendly family pub" 

# Garden and children's play area 
# New, exciting English menu 
# Catering to children and 
vegetarians 

"A LITTLE 'PEACE' OF CORNISH IN 
YOUR COUNTY" 


10% OFF FOOD ORDER 

with this voucher (Monday to Thursday only!) 


COME IN AND TRY A PINT OF 
CORNISH KNOCKERS!! 

Christmas Bookings now being token 


THE FOX INN THE OXFORD 



Enstone Road, 
Middle Barton, Oxon 
Tel: 01869 340338 


HOUSE 

Chipping Norton, 
Oxon 

Tel: 01608 642918 

CHRISTMAS MENU 

STARTERS 

ZL PPA DEL GIORSO . 

Soup of the day 

SALMOSE ALLA SCOZZESE 
Smoked salmon filled with prawns, served on a bed of lettuce hbsI cocktail dressing 
CRESPELLE CASAUNGA 

Pancakes tilled with asparagus and lopped with Stilton cheese 
\lELO\E SATALIZ10 

A fan of melon served w ith w inter hemes and a port sauce 
FLNGHI ALLA VATICANA 

Pan fried mushrooms in an onion, tomato, tarragon and red wine sauce, 
served on a crouton 

MAIN COURSE 

CERVO GALLESE 
Pan fried venison in a sl«>c gin sauce 
COTS W OLD LOCAL TURKEY 
Traditional roast lurkcv served with all the trimmings 
AGNELLO BLOSE FESTE 

Rack of lamb cooked in a smoked bacon, mustard and red wine sauce 
SALMOSE FESTISO 

Salmon steak poached and lopped with a cream and orange sauce 
A NA TROCCOLO A LLA FRLTTA 

Oven roasted breast of duck with the chef’s special elderflower wine sauce 
CAN ELLON l ALIA SICILIAN A 

Pasta tubes Tilled with spinach and chccsc topped with a tomato sauce 
BISTECCA ALL’INGESE 
60 / Sirloin steak w ith a slilton and red wine sauce. 

ANOUK MAIN ODURS1 S AKI SI RV 1 1) Wl 111 I Kl Sit VHi AND POI AIUI S 

SWEETS 

A seleelion of sweets are a\ tillable {ph’ase ask ft a details) 

I radii u nnil Christmas Pudding. 

lea, Tiher Coffee, Espresso, Capiat i no d Minis £14.9 5 per person 


i 
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Enjoying parish churches 


W Norman Paul, Exploring Old Parish 

a yrhile the Church of England can 
\f\f hardly claim spectacular success 
V V in placing posteriors on pews in 
its country churches in the past 20 years, 
there is little doubt that as tourist attrac- 
tions their appeal is now far greater than it 
was that many years ago. 

A keen ‘church crawler’, wherever I travel 
there seem to be ‘church trails* and imagi- 
native guide books in an increasing 
number of churches. The faith, at times, 
may appear faint, but the marketing of the 
buildings has greatly improved. 

Some credit for this must go to the annual 
Historic Churches Bike Ride which has 
attracted thousands to the joys of exploring 
our old parish churches. But there are also 
books on church crawling, a number of 
which have appeared in the past few years. 

I may be able to claim some faint credit for 
this with my slim volume Be a Church 
Detective , aimed at the younger church 
crawler. However, my efforts have been 
totally eclipsed by an 86 year-old retired 
legal executive and former parochial 
church councillor called Norman Paul. 

Mr Paul’s passion for our parish churches, 
urban and rural, has led him to undertake 
a massive three-volume 200,000 word pro- 
ject Exploring Old Parish Churches. When I 


How to be a grandparent 

Joan King, A /ever Mind the Gap - a book 
for grandparents (NCEC, £6.50) 

My wife and I will shortly be two of the 16 
million grandparents in the UK. At 59 I am 
being redirected into a new role. I shall also 
have a new name: I have to get used to being 
‘grandad’! Many grandparents will be able 
to expect 20, 30, even perhaps 40 years in 
N this new state. In fact many of us will expe- 
rience yet another role change - to great 
grandparenthood . 

This little book, forming part of NCEC’s 
Faith in the Future project, provides just 
the advice I need. The project aims at meet- 
ing the challenges of being a Christian in 
today’s and tomorrow’s world. It discusses 
the role that a grandparent will play in the 
traditional nuclear family, in the lone-par- 
ent family and in blending families. And I 
use the word ‘play’ advisedly. As well as liv- 
ing ancestor, role model, mentor, nurturer, 
source .of wisdom and hopefully sometimes 
hero I have very definitely got to be 
Stephen’s playmate. Joan, your book is very 
timely. Thank you. 

Stephen Goddard, 

Associate of Decade Ministries 


Churches Volume 2 (Pentland, £25) 

reviewed the first volume, published in 
1996, 1 wrote: ‘The author’s enthusiasm 
shines through.’ This could equally be 
applied to Volume 2, but equal prominence 
should be given to the book’s extraordinary 
attention to detail, which is the part culmi- 
nation of a lifetime’s passion for church 
crawling. 

Whether he is commenting on a double 
piscina, a banner stave cupboard in an 
unusual position in an obscure Norfolk 
church, a houselling bench (if you know 
what that is) or any other oddity, Norman 
Paul knows about it, describes it, and what 
is more, includes it in the comprehensive 
index. As well as these subjects the book 
devotes chapters to piscinas, sedilias, aum- 
bries, screens and rood lofts, bench ends 
and pews, pulpits, hour glasses and 
lecterns, church chests, chantries and 
chantry chapels, and royal arms. 

After the comprehensiveness of the first 
two volumes one wonders what there is left 
for Mr Paul to cover on thi enormous sub- 
ject. Nevertheless I can’t wait for Volume 3. 
Mr Paul assures me it is complete and 
awaiting publication. 

Clive Fewins 

Give Fewins is a freelance journalist who lives in 
East Hanney near Wantage. 



cartoonist. He also has illustrated a 
number of books but in Bodge Plants a 
Seed , (Marshall Pickering, £7.99), for the 
first time, he has written the text as 
well. Children will love his retelling of 
the parable of the sower and his adult 
fans will hope this is the first of many. 


A Christmas choice 

Simon Jenkins, England s Thousand Best 
Churches (Allen Lane, £25) 

Simon Jenkins, a former editor of The Times, has 
spent ten years on a passionate mission to 
choose the top 1,000 of England 's 15,000 church- 
es. His book, which includes 69 churches in the 
Oxford Diocese, is exquisite to look at with pho- 
tographs from the Country Life collection. His 
chosen churches are given a star rating with 
only Burford in this Diocese earning the coveted 
five stars. If this sounds rather secular, this is 
the book’s great flaw. For Jenkins is an agnostic 
who sees England’s collection of churches as a 
museum, ‘a gallery of art without equal’. In a 
recent BBC Radio 4 interview he admitted that 
after visiting thousands of churches he had 
been affected by their spirituality. One hopes so, 
because l wonder if the gift of of our churches 
can be truly understood without also under- 
standing the nature of the Giver 

Helen de Borchgrave, A Journey into 
Christian Art (Lion, £20) 

This tour of western religious art through two 
millennia is both representative and personal. 
The author introduces her reader to the enor- 
mous world of Christian art bv describing in 
detail particular artists and works of art to 
depict contemporary Christian thought. Both 
famous and lesser known artists are singled out 
by Helen de Borchgrave. In a chapter called 
‘Hidden Pearls’ she includes Roger Wagner and 
her thoughtful comments on this deeply reli- 
gious artist, who lives and works in Oxford, are 
typical of this appealing, well illustrated book. 

Christine Zwart 

Friendships across the gap 

Ida Glaser & Shaylesh Raja, Sharing the Salt 
(Scripture Union, £2.99) 

This is a timely and helpful little book for those 
who have a desire to flhderstand in simple terms 
how to make friendships with those of other 
cultures and faiths. A delightful aspect of it is the 
story telling which reflects a true Eastern tradi- 
tion and carries with it jewels of wisdom. 

Ida Glaser’s experience working in inner-city 
multi-cultural environments is invaluable. 
Shaylesh Raja brings his own experiences from 
the Hindu community. This easy-read book is for 
those who have never had the courage to begin to 
share friendships and lives with those from other 
faith backgrounds, because of a desire not to get 
it wrong. It gives many practical hints for build- 
ing strong and positive relationships with people 
from a Sikh, Muslim or Hindu background. Each 
chapter provides its own series of questions to 
answer which, if taken seriously, will provide a 
resource for knowing how you think and there- 
fore will open you up to something more. A 
journey of enriching discoveries! 

Denise Critchell 
Associate Advisor, Salem Project 


Encouragement 
for our journey 

Alister McGrath, The Journey 
(Hodder, £9.99) 

The author’s confession, ‘To be quite 
honest, I am lousy at prayer and per- 
sonal meditation’ is a heartening 
admission to many who struggle in 
this area, and this book seeks to give 
aid to those who find themselves in 
similar need of help. Using the analo- 
gy of life as a journey of faith, the 
author provides a framework for deep- 
er than superficial understandings of 
faith. He gives the Biblical story of 
the Israelites’ journey through the 
wilderness to the promised land as a 
parallel to the reader’s own journey. 
He outlines an idea which has recent- 
ly transformed his own reading of the 
scripture, of entering into the narra- 
tive as if he were part of it. 

Laced through the book are 
vignettes of spiritual writers and 
thinkers such as Jonathan Edwards, 
John Bunyan, J.I. Packer and John 
Stott, to provide encouragement for 
aspects of our journey. Particularly 
focussed on are the wilderness experi- 
ences such as fear, doubt and 
suffering, which all of us face, and 
the oases that can breathe life, such 
as fellowship with others. It is a jump- 
ing-off point for pursuing further, as 
the author outlines in his final sec- 
tion, a helpful basic beginning to the 
ongoing j ourney. Rae Moyise 

Associate Tutor, St Albans and Oxford 
Ministry Course 


Growing older 

Richard Morgan, The Best is Yet 
to Be (BRF, £6.99) 

This is described as a book of read- 
ings for older people - more than 
60 meditations and reflections on 
Biblical passages, set in readable 
quite large type. Different sections 
deal with aspects of growing older: 
Life Begins Every Day, The Tasks of 
Ageing, Old-Age Vulnerabilities, No 
Use Denying It, Keeping the Spirit 
Renewed, and Ultimate Thoughts. A 
serious and compassionate attempt 
to enter into the spiritual realities 
of growing older, pegged to well- 
chosen Biblical passages, which 
earth the book in truth.Valuable for 
everyone who is beginning to look 
realistically at themselves getting 
older! Clemency Fox 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Wedding 

and 

Bridesmaid 

Dresses 

Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from <£.200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at „ 
Discount Prices 
Telephone 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading 

(0118) 9508959 




£,&****& ^ i J* t 


ALL CD'S - GOOD LIGHTS 
Xmas & Hew Year dates still available 
Tel: 01869 322772 Ask for Mike 

10% Discount with this advert _ ^ td 


Celebration Cakes 



A work of art created just for you 

by 


J 


Specialist in exquisite sugar flowers 

Telephone: (0118) 942 4581 
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ROWDYS 

Designers & Makers of Fine Furniture 

CUSTOM MADE FURNITURE 





Individually designed to compliment any environment. 

• Domestic 

• Offices 

• Boardrooms 

• Contract 

Free quotations for one-off commissions or complete schemes 

Regal Way, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7BX 
01367 242264 


TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL 


AUTOSAVE 0’ 

Over the past 15 years Autosave have developed a 
unique relationship for the supply of vehicles to 
the Church and its members, to charities, schools 
and the caring professions. All the benefits of our 
volume buying are passed directly to our clients. 

Quality used cars 

all at 


£4995 




5 door version shown 

*98 RENAULT CLIO BIARRITZ 1.2 

3 Door Hatchback, 20,000 miles, metallic colours. 


'97 NISSAN 

^“^MICRA SHAPE 1.0 

3 Door Hatchback, under 
20,000 miles, metallic 
colours. 


{®'99NEWKIA 
PRIDE L31X 

5 Door Hatchback, delivery 
mileage, metallic colours. 


ONLY 


£99 

deposit 


LOW COST 
FINANCE 


Simply 

the 

best 

way to 
buy 

your 

next 

car 

www.autosave.co.uk 

Visit our web site to see 
our "unbeatable offers" on 
new and nearly new cars. 


Send today for your FREE 
copy of the NEW Autosave 
Motor Information 
Pack 


£92 


•50 


OR 


per month x §» mnth 



Cash price £4995.00, Deposit 
£99.00, Balance £4896.00, 

48 Months @£119.34, 

Interest charge £832.32, A 

Total Amount Payable ^ % 
£5947.32 apr 


Cash price £4995.00, Deposit 
£1200.00, Balance £3795.00, 

48 Months @ £92.50, 

Interest charge £645.00, A .8 

Total Amount Payable % 
£5760.00 apr 


There is a credit facility fee of £75.00 which is payable with the 1* Payment rental followed by a pur- 
chase fee of £45.00 payable with final rental. 

Call our helpline today 

0114 255 4040 

Autosave, Ivy House, The Dale. Sheffield S8 OPS email: helpline@autosave.co.uk 


Nome: 

Address: 

W: , 

Freepost - no stamp needed 

Autosave, FREEPOST, Ivy House, 
The Dale, Sheffield S8 OPG g 


FAX to 0114 255 4949 



®tt pour Cfmsftmas (Sifts! from 

THE OXFORD CRAFT STUDIO 

443 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 8ED 
Tel: 01865 552073. Fax: 01865 310848. 

We invite you to visit our Showroom for that special gift. 

All items completely handmade within our workshops. 
Items consisting of 3D Decoupage pictures and cards. 
Ceramics, Indoor Water Fountains, Original Paintings. 

All at very Competitive prices. 

10% DISCOUNT ON PRODUCTION OF THIS AD 


Peace in the Loire Valley? 


Delightful riverside house on edge of peaceful vil- 
lage 1 6 miles Saumur available for holiday lets after 
Easter to end October (not last three weeks July). 
Sleeps at least six. 

Simple but spacious and comfortable. Swimming, 
walking, cycling, good food nearby. £200 per week 
but reductions possible for those in ministry. 

Phone 01993 813569 evenings/weekends. 




(Original For gery 

Traditional hand 
crafted designs. 
Weathervanes, 
house signs, curtain 
poles, lighting 


Whatever 

you 

require! 


I 


Phone for brochure 
and further information, 

Lodfin Farm, 
Morebath,Bampton, 
Devon. EX16 9DD 

Tel/Fax: 01398 331400 


ArUta. GIKs wttb ■ 
Difference! 

We have a wide range of 'foodie' 
gift ideas • mulled wine spice 
kit, 'Chilli-Hollies Feast', 
'Garlic Friends Treasure Trove' 
plus our usual range of high 
quality spices, herbs. Oriental 
blends, sauces, starter packs 
etc, all available by speedy mall 
order service. 

For a free catalogue contact 
Fox's Spices Dept DP 
Masons Rd, Stratford-on-Avon 
CV37 9XF. Tel: 01789 266480 


EVENLODE 

PRESS 



STATIONERY. CARD6. 
PAPER PRODUCTS. 

Avenue One, Stetion Lane, WITNEY 
Tel: 01993 771277 


J. BANBURY & SONS 

Established 1836 
Menswear and Ladieswear 
Knitting yarns and haberdashery 
Ties, shirts, knitwear, jackets, 
trousers, lingerie, nightdresses and 
MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

18/20 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxon 

Tel. 01993 811437 

Early closing Thursdays 






X 

Proprietor: Ray Hedges 


18 HIGH STREET 
THATCHAM 


Tel: 01635 871251 


Old Granary 
Industries 


Manufactured by 
skilled Christian 

grandfather clock la 


Made to order from 
the finest oek, walnut 
or mahogany. 


For colour brochure and further 
information please call 
Old Granary Industriea on 
01234 624300 


TYaditional Elm 
Bellows 

Englishieather 
with brass nozzle 
and nails from 
£7 0.00 including 
delivery. 

For details contact 
Sue Harvey. Dept CH. 
Blackmore Vale 
Saddlery. Four Winds. West 
Bourton, Gillingham, 

Dorset SP8 SHE 

Tel: 01 747 840741 




RELAXATION - 
HEALING MUSIC 
USED IN MOTHER 
TERESA’S MEDICAL 
CAMPS 

David Bailey is an International concert 
pianist, who prayed for his music to be 
used to help others ... thus inspiring ‘Music to Dream 
by...’. A top eye surgeon from London took it to Bohpal 
in India to use for his own relaxation while working at 
one of Mother Teresa’s Medical camps. There he found 
he had only enough anaesthetic available for 100 
cataract operations, but 350 children were waiting. The 
surgeon prayed for help. 

“Put David’s cassette on” came the answer. The doc- 
tors then proceeded to perform the operations to the 
music using only tiny amounts of anaesthetic. All the 
children were able to benefit. 

Mother Teresa sent a blessing to David. Since then 
David’s flow of Inspired music has increased and a NEW 
CONCEPT in healing-relaxation music is the result. 

MUSIC TO HELP YOU 
Relaxation - ‘Leaves in the Wind’ 

Meditation ... Insomnia - ‘Stillness...’ 

Coping with Stress - ‘Inner Peace’ 

Coping with Cancer - ‘Beyond the Self 
Coping with Dying - ‘Going Home’ 

Coping with Birth - ‘Arriving Soul’ To be played dur- 
ing pregnancy, birthing and afterwards. The atmosphere 
created by the music facilitates transition, encouraging 
acceptance of change for both, while settling the baby 
in its new environment. 

Instrumental Arrangements - ‘Touches the Soul’ 

Beautiful inspirational devotion melodies incl.Ave Maria 
23rd Psalm. Make me a channel of Your Peace. Amazing 
Grace. Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring - and many more... 

CASSETTES £7 EACH - ANY 3 for £20 

Orders: David Bailey Music. 

Pen-y-graig, Llanbedr-y-cennin, 

Conwy. LL32 8JD 

Tel: 01492 660477 Fax: 01492 660488 Visa/M’Card 



Ideal for Christmas 


THE ACTIVE TOY COMPANY 

Wooden Swings. 
Climbing Frames. 

Play houses and Trampolines etc 

Delivered DirecT! 

01635 248683 

www.activetoys .co.uk 


in- tune with 
the needs of the 
musician ... 


digital pianos 
brass 
woodwind 
viodns 
sheet music 
guitars 
amps 
keyboards 
accessories 


MODERN 

fra: 


7/9 rtfiffh Street, Abingdon, OX14 5'B'B 
MJU£ OR'DTR WlBCOMf ! 

Ted (01235) 524316 
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DIOCESAN Reader Holidays 


Pilgrimage to 
LOURDES 

11 October - 6 days half board from £249 

Whatever way you look at it, Lourdes is 
an amazing place. None of the trap- 
pings of your typical holiday resort yet 
you come away with a feeling of joy and 
achievement. 

Our price includes: • Return luxury coach- 
ing • 3 nights accommodation within 10 
minutes walk of the Domain • 2 nights 
overnight accommodation 
en route (1 outward, 1 return) • Dinner bed 
& breakfast throughout • Chance to join the 
processions 

Single room supplement £52 

Organised by Diamond Holidays ABTA W0552 


OBERAMMERGAU 
& TYROLEAN ALPS 

1 August 2000 
9 days from £769 

Once every decade the inhabitants of the 
Bavarian village of Oberammergau stage a 
spectacular passion play on an open air 
stage framed by magnificent Alpine scenery. 

Our price includes: 

• Return coach travel & channel crossings 

• 2 nights’ half board accommodation in 
France/Germany • 4 nights accommodation 
in Austria • 2 nights accommodation in and 
around Oberammergau 

• Excursions as detailed in main brochure 
Single room supplement £100 

Organised by Harry Shaw City Cruiser ABTA VI 801 


FOR A BROCHURE AND A BOOKING FORM 
TEL: 01753 408109 


SCOTLAND 

Quality self catering 
properties throughout 
Sotland. 

From the mountains to the 
shores. 

Cosy twosomes or large 
parties. 

CKD Finlayson Hughes. 

01463 226990 


FRANCE 

CANNES 

2 bedroom apartment, 
sleeps 4/5, pool. Beach 
100m, 2km from centre 
or golf. 

Tel. 01223 277921 


QUALITY COTTAGES 
IN SCENIC AREAS 

West Country 
Heart of England 
Kent and Sussex 
Scotland and the Isles 

Ideal for walking, bird 
watching or just relaxing! 
Contact for brochures from: 
Simon and Mary Ette 

The Independent Traveller 
Thorverton, Exeter EX55NT 

Tel: 01392 860807 
Fax: 01392 860552 

: lnd«p*nd«nttnv*ll*f@compu»*rv*.conn 


Cotswolds 

Faringdon 

17th Century, Portwell Hotel in 
centre of ancient market town. 
Ideal touring. ETB 3 crowns. 
Winter and Soring Breaks available. 
D.B&B from £40 per person. 
Under new management 
I A warm Christian welcome awaits you. 

01367 240197 


Luxury Florida Villas 

With private heated pools 

S*t*Uc*AU 1995 

Villas from £375 per week. 
Flights from £99 each 
Packages from £97 each/week. 
Over 1 50 Villas Available 

( 01747 ) 851282 


GLENCROFT HOTEL 

ILFRACOMBE 
'V licenced family run hotel with all 
main facilities, B&B CIS. HB £26 
DISCOUNTS FOR CHILDREN 
& SENIOR CITIZENS. 

PETS WELCOME 

WINTER AND SPRING SPECIAL 

Book for 3 nights B&B or more and 
your partner cornea 1/2 price 

Tel. 01271 862173 



3 nights in Guernsey 
for only £1994118 


1 3 nights half-board at Le Friquet Country Hotel (4 crown) 

• Return flights direct from Southampton and Gatwick 

• FREE parking at Southampton Airport 

• FREE airport transfers in Guernsey 


• FREE hire car in Guernsey ",« ra 
plus# FREE seafood platter! UJf,™ 5 

Offer is valid unlil 30-4 (EXC Xmas. N.Y., Easier) 
www.hbqroup.com/te friquet 


only £199 

per person 

Based on 2 people sharing a 
twin or double room 



<WILZ) & ‘EXOTIC 15 Bays Fully Escorted Ttoir 

§$§&!✓> % 
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Open 7 Days (08.00 • 22.00) 

’ * o|y|| Brackore Request _ ,; f(EV ’ f 

ptw International IVayel Of#-.' • : , I 

^ 1 M 1 i ihMIF 1 liMff.lt ’ ! ” 
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101484 516289* www.wild-exotic-thailand.com 


Discover The Beauty of 
Wild & Exotic Thailand 


Take a tour of Northern Thailand for a unique holiday 
experience. This 15 day expatriate tour for no more than 20 
persons, concentrates on one of the finest geographical 
routes in the world, offering a comprehensive sight-seeing 
programme, which can be tailored to individual needs. Your 
holiday starts on arrival at Mae Hong Son and is routed 
through to Thaton. The 24Hr attendance of our Tour 
Directors and Thai Guides makes this a truly unique 
cultural holiday experience. 

Call The International Travel Club (01484) 516289 


laroriFite 


3/4/5Z6 bedroom luxury villas 
Own screened heatable pools 
■ from £299 pw • Close to Disney 
Florida Investment Homes for 

Ssls 

Villas, US mortgages and 
management 

For brochure and information: 


Tel: 01572 756577 

w \> w. pilgrim, florid. i. mm 


G%t lea rc/r 


LAKE DISTRICT 

Absolutely Fabulous view 
of Lake Windermere from our 
beautiful Country House. 
Some 4 posters, jacuzzis, 
leisure facs. Special Breaks, 
Fayrer Garden House Hotel. 
Brouchure 

freephone 0500 4321 77 
www.fayrer garden.com 



EXMOOR PIECE 

Autumn/Winter Breaks 
3 nights S/C £75.00 
S/catering flats/cottage in N. 
Trust village offers a break in 
countryside untouched by time. 
3 Keys Commended. 

The Pack Horse, Allerford, 
Nr. Minehead. Som. TA24 8HW 

Tel/Fax: 01643 862475 


ISLE OF 
WIGHT 

Winter Break 

Warm comfortable, 
convenient, non-smoking 
coastal cottage. Good 
walking, lovely scenery. 
Highly recommended. 4 
days rent from £38.00 

Mrs Pitts 
01425 615215 


STUDLAND BAY 
DORSET 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ♦♦♦ Highly Commended 
Corps d’elite Wine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 

Log Fires, Child Friendly 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE 


For brochure phone/lax 01929 450224 


Fully inclusive tours from local airports 
to 5 day tours November - December - January 
Magical illusions, miniature elf workshop etc. 
Accommodation in Log Cabins 




*** f INCLUDING 

| ( MILLENNIUM 


Canterbury Travel 
01923 822388 


ABTA V6364 


FRANCE The Loire Valley 
a plantsman’s paradise. 

Discover the wonderful wild flowers. 
Orchid species ( lizard , lady, monkey, 
butterfly & burnt for example), rare 
crested cow wheat & bastard balm 
~ to name but a few) 


We can offer self-contained accommodation in our 
fully-equipped gite which sits on a gentle hillside 
surrounded by fields and woodland. 

We live “on-site” where we run a small 
plantsman’s nursery and are creating a garden for 
all our stock plants 

For more information on gite or nursery 
please contact: 

John Worrall, Archangel Plants, 

La Pommasserie, 49390, Mouliherne, France 
or tel/fax: 0033 (0)2 41 38 28 54 
or e-mail: archangelplants@compuserve.com 


J 


3£ 


MORNING/IDt HOTEL 
TORQUAY 

llAliHACOMItl- I JOWN/ 


Family run sea front hotel. 
All rooms en-suite. Large 
private car park. All amenities 
within flat walking distance. 


LAKE DISTRICT/ EDEN 
VALLEY/ NORTH CUMBRIA/ 

SCOTTISH BORDERS 

Excellent and very varied 
selection of selLcatering homes, 
ranging from apartments to large 
mansion houses, in a wide 
variety of locations and settings. 
Tel: 01768 868 989 -24 hours 
email: post.penrith.@csh.co.uk 


ALGARVE & LISBON 
COAST 

• BUGANVILIA • GARBE 
• CARVOIERO • EQUADOR 
Sea view apartments and hotels. 
Long and short stay Hotels from 
£10 pp pn. Car hire, flights and 
travel insurance 

HBA TRAVEL Tel: 01273 005111 
Fax: 01273 007505 


SOMERSET 

BREAN SANDS 

2 bedroom holiday flats, private 
access to beach, near all facilities, 
from £175 pw all inclusive. 
Parking space, pets welcome. 
Wheelchair access. 

Tol. 01935 474320, 01278 751741 


NORTHUMBERLAND 

3 superb stone cottages on 
farm near Roman Wall. 
ETB 4 Keys Deluxe. Walking, 
private fishing, bird watching 
from brid hide over lake, 
ancient burial site. 
Disabled access to 
cottages and lake. 

Tel. 81434 344030 


SPANISH WALKING 
HOLIDAYS 

Guid*d walking on Ik* Coita Blanco in »moll 
groups. Stay in comfortabl* ond f*la»d 
accommodation with good food, o tranquil 
environment at reasonable prices. 

Pick up from ond to Airport included. 

Tel: 0181 856 5332 


NEW ZEALAND 

Bay of Plenty 

2 bedroom beach 
house, full equipped. 
Also B&B lakefront 
home. 

Tel/Fax: 

01992 503931 


DEVON 

Quality hotel, recently upgraded to 4 
Diamonds, delightful on suite room, 
superb food and wine, cosy bar, 
private parking, children and pets 
welcome. Close to beautiful beaches 
and Exmoor. 3 nights half board 
£108.00 and bring your partner for 
half price. Note: Special Christmas 
and New Year packages available 
on request 2/3/4 days or more. 

For further details please ring 
01271 862248. Prices from £18.00 
per person per night. Children under 
12 years 50% reduction. Meals from 
£9.95 



MILLENNIUM 

JOURNEYS 

'JnAspiMtianal! " 

Price | Destination Departs 


£729 

£289 

£649 

£960 

£689 

£689 

£689 

£799 


Amalfl-Italy 
Paris-France b&b 
Paphos-Cyprus 
Syrian Dreams 
Holyland 
Holyland 
Holyland 
Oberammergau 


9 20/05/00 

3 26/05/00 

7 20/05/00 

8 29/05/00 

5 8 /7/00 

5 15/7/00 

5 22/7/00 

5 2/7/00 


£1495 \»7 Oberammergau \?/ SI 5 29 / 5/00 
£1595 ♦Holyland ✓4x5/5 19 / 6/00 


(special Millennium combined lour) 

Autumn Escapes to be released. Watch tiiis space every month. 


Portui’al, Spain, Egypt, India and Turkey 


All nriroc inrMo- excursions, sociable scheduled flight times, 
nil pilCw mClUQC. half board in great hotels. Escorted^ 

www.highwaytnistorg / 01256 895966 


LAKE DISTRICT 

THE BURNM00R INN. 
ESKDALE VALLEY 

Stunning area, foot of Seated. Harter Fell & 
Hardknot. Great walks from the back door. 
Well stocked wine cellar. Real Ales (CAMRA 
Good Beer Guide '99), log fire, good food 
(bar & rest). All rooms en-suite. 

Prices from E28 pppn 


Also available 2 bed cottage, 
ideal for half term 

Brochure 019467 23224 


ITALY 

ROME COUNTRYSIDE 
Panoramic garden flat in 
in private villa, fully 
equipped, 30km city 

Tel. 0171 031 7425 


HISTORY 
HERITAGE FAITH 


for pilgrimages to: 

THE Hay LAND, 
FATIMA, AVILA, LOYOLA, 

SANTIA60 de COMPOSTELA 

contact 

Nick Oliver at: 

Longwood 

m o il 1 Id ays 


ih 

3 BOURNE COURT 

w 

WOODFORD GREEN 

ABTA 

ESSEX 168 8HD 1 

V6754 

Tel 0181 5519988 
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TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL 

01865 254506 


STRENGTHEN YOUR IMMUNE 
SYSTEM NATURALLY 


* Millions of years of evolution have accustomed our immune system to the vitamins, enzymes, trace 
elements and other natural health-giving substances of plants. 

* Their potency is destroyed or seriously reduced by digestive juices and they are therefore extracted 
by saliva when food is chewed and absorbed into the bloodstream through tiny capillaries in the 
mouth. 

* Synthetic vitamins do not have these enzymes and other vital substances and are much les§ 
effective. 

* Mass migrations through the ages have made us all different, but only your immune system knows 
which vitamins it needs most. 

* Royal Jelly is the only natural substance that has virtually all the vitamins found in plants. The 
immune system takes those it needs and stores or discards the others. 

Shanshui’s Three Fresh Royal Jelly Liquids provide the perfect answer at the lowest cost and are 
supplied post paid in mixed formula boxes or separately if preferred. 

Give your family and friends better health and good wishes next anniversary gift time. 
Shanshui Royal Jelly Liquids will be gift-wrapped with an enclosed message on 
request without extra charge. 

The Shanshui Formulae 

Royal Jelly ... Royal Jelly/ Ginseng ... Royal Jelly/ Propolis/ Pollen in Thin Honey 

SHANSHUI P.0. Box 3018 Bournemouth BH4 8ZR 
Tel: 01202 741176 Fax: 01202 710479 

All orders are normally despatched within 24 hours. 

Worldwide research findings sent with order or on receipt of 50p stamp. 


Order Form 

Please enter the number of boxes and how many of each formula you require \ 

{ } 24-day Boxes @ £9.50 each { } 60-day Boxes @ £16.50 each . . Total £ | 

Mixed Formulae { } Royal Jelly! } Royal Jelly / Ginseng { } Royal Jelly / Propolis / Pollen { } | 

Cheque payable to Shanshui { } Visa J Mastercard { } 


Cardholder Signed 

Card No: Expiry Date: 

Tel. No: 

Address: 


.Post Code: 
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Celebrating 
the Story 

‘What is the millennium about?’ a group 
of children were asked recently. ‘It’s 
about whether the Dome will be finished 
in time’ was one reply. ‘No, it’s about 
bugs, when everything is going to stop 
working’ came a second answer. 
Celebrating Children, organised jointly 
by the Diocese of Oxford and the Bible 
Reading Fellowship, is a project to help 
children to understand the meaning of 
the Millennium. Jenny Hyson, Diocesan 
Children’s Officer describes its launch 

Saturday 9th October saw the launch of 
the Celebrating Children programme as 
some 78 people from around the Diocese 
gathered at St Mary’s Church, Kidlington 
for Celebrating the Story. The day was an 
opportunity to think about how to help 
children to see the real significance of the 
millennium and to look at ideas for cele- 
brating Jesus’ 2000 Birthday in order to 
pass on his story to our children. 

2000 years of what? 

Rob Gillion and Robyn Barnett are 
heading up a programme that is being 
taken into schools in the London Diocese 
to help children to think about the signifi- 
cance of the story of Jesus. Their presenta- 
tion ‘2000 years since what?’ started with 
a play set in a tube train full of passengers 
on their way to London to celebrate the 
millennium. However, when the doors 
open there is a huge gap between the train 
and the people partying in the distance. A 
passenger asks how to cross the gap and is 
told to look carefully for the bridge. When 
he finds it he calls to his fellow travellers 
to follow him across, but they are too busy 
organising their own party to hear him. 

After the drama the children are invited 
to explore four different elements of Jesus’ 
story, starting with his birth and moving 
through to his death on the cross. At this 
point the children are helped to see how 
Jesus, through his death on the cross, 
bridged the gap between us and God the 
Father in heaven. Through the use of 


Rockmass 12 is here! 

7pm, at St Paul’s Wokingham 

on Saturday. November 20 

'Visually stunning' , worship, 
Eucharist, unique experience, all ages welcome. 
More details: Steve Allen 0118 926 6747 or 
email stephenallen@lineone.net 




drama, puppets, craft activities, explo- 
ration and re-enactment the children can 
discover for themselves the link between 
Jesus’ birth and the millennium celebra- 
tions as they recognise that Jesus was no 
ordinary baby, no ordinary boy and no 
ordinary man! 

Following Rob and Robyn’s presenta- 
tion Viki Howie, author of the book Easy 
Ways to Christmas Plays, gave yet more ideas 
of how to help children re-enact the 
Christmas story, not as the usual nativity 
play with its weeks of rehearsals but in a 
way which again enabled the children to 
get inside the different characters and to 
discover for themselves the significance of 
Jesus’s birth as Saviour of the World. 


One of Viki’s plays, entitled The Star who 
couldn ’t Twinkle , led to our reflections at 
the end of the day. In this adaptation of 
the nativity story for four to seven year 
olds a little star is losing his ability to 
twinkle. His friends told him to look up at 
God’s smile but he is too shy. Only when 
the baby Jesus is born and the little star 
looks into the baby’s face does he feel 
himself getting brighter and brighter. He 
then proudly shines leading first the 
shepherds and then the wise men to the 
place where Jesus the Saviour, the Light 
of the World is lying in a manger. 

In the closing worship we turned to 
Phillippians 2:15 where we were reminded 
to ‘Shine among them like stars lighting 
up the sky, as you offer to them the 
message of life’. It is our responsibility to 
share Jesus’ story and the true millenium 
message with children. We can only do 
this if, like the little star, we dare look into 
God’s face to reflect his message of love. 

For more information 

For information about Easy ways to Christmas 
Plays or the Celebrating Children programme for 
2000 contact: Jenny Hyson Diocesan Children's 
Adviser. Church House, North Hinksey Oxford 
0X2 0NB. Tel: 01865 208255. 



Andrea runs for Kenyan school 

Running in the New York Marathon was just one 
of the ways in which Andrea Taylor, daughter of an 
NSM priest in Hurley and Stubbings, Maidenhead, 
raised £20,000 to help build a school for 300 chil- 
dren in Africa. After visiting the Eldoret area of 
Northern Kenya, she saw such poverty, that she 
founded The Kazi Mingi Foundation to promote 
quality education in Africa. Its first project was to 
build the KipKeino primary school for local chil- 
dren and also for the orphans cared for by 
Olympic gold medal winner, Kipchoge Keino and 
his wife. Kip is pictured with Andrea when she 
attended the opening of the school’s first phase. 
Now Andrea, who works for Mars in Slough, 
hopes to run in the London Marathon for more 
classrooms at the school and for future projects. 
Contact KMF at: I , Gratton Court, Peacock Rd, 
Marlow, Bucks SL7 IUG.Tel:OI628 890399. 
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ST JOSEPH’S 

Ml CONVENT SCHOOL 

An independent day school for girls aged 3-18. 
To find out more about life at St. Joseph’s, 
come along to our 

OPEN EVENING 

on Thursday 4 November 1999 
starting at 6.30pm. 

For further information and a prospectus, 
please contact: 

The School Secretary, St. Joseph’s Convent School, 
Upper Redlands Road, Reading, 

Berkshire RG1 5JT 

Tel. 0118 966 1000 

St. Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, 
which exists to provide education for girls. 



fttdcr Bridpp 


Association for Steiner-Waldorf Education 
Mill Lane, Padworth, 

Nr. Reading 

Co-educational Day School 

with kindergartens 
at Mill Lane 

and Christchurch Gardens, Reading 

Children from 2 1 / 2 to 11 


Do you want your child to develop their 
heart and hands as well as their head? 

Do you want an education for your child 
which is truly different, where music, 
movement and art are an integral part of the 
curriculum? 


Phone 0118 971 4471 

for prospectus and further details 



St. Mary’s CoCtege 

CHARLTON HOUSE 

ST. MARY’S COLLEGE PREP. DEPARTMENT 
Stimulating education - Excellent facilities - Brilliant sports record 
Outstanding success in public examinations - Caring Christian environment 
2 3 /4 TO 11 YEARS 
Bitter ne Park, Southampton 
SOI 8 4HE 

Tel: (023 80) 677575 


ST MARY S COUJiGi: IS A RIvCilSIl KI I) CHARITY 



CHURCHERS COLLEGE 

Petersfield, Hampshire GU31 4AS 

HMC 

Co-educational Independent School 

You are invited to our 

EVENING FOR PROSPECTIVE 
SIXTH FORM ENTRANTS 

Thursday 25th November, 7.30pm 

For a s.chool prospectus, please telephone the 
Admissions Secretary 

(01 730) 263033 

Registered as a charity no. 307320 to benefit your child's education 
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Oxford 
Diocesan 

PRAYER 
DIARY 

for November 
Edited by Graham Canning 


Give ear to my prayer O God; do not hide 
yourself from my supplication. Psalm 55 

Let us pray to God our Father for: 

Monday 1st ALL SAINTS DAY 

Amersham Deanery. For a new student initia- 
tive at the Newlands Park campus, part of the 
Buckingham Chilterns University College. For 
Tim Stacey who will be working as a chaplain 
among the students as he becomes priest in 
charge of the parish of Chalfont St.Giles. Also 
for the deanery pastoral committee in their 
deliberations. For the area dean - Roger 
Salisbury; synod lay chairman - Hilary 
Sheppard. 

Tuesday 2nd ALL SOULS DAY 

Amersham with Coleshill: clergy - Tim 
Harper, Rosie Harper, Liz Norman; licensed 
lay minister — Brian Oxley; full-time youth 
worker - Howard Darvill. 

Wednesday 3rd Amersham on the Hill: cler- 
gy - Philip Roderick, Peter Binns; licensed lay 
minister - Jennifer Whittaker; lay worker - 
Jennifer Steele. 

Thursday 4th Beaconsfield Team Ministry: 
clergy - John Wjoibume, Jan Brookshaw, 
Alison Caw, Henry Eden, Richard Caddell; 
licensed lay ministers - Cathy Smith, Hazel 
Chow; pastoral assistant - Yvonne Davies; full 
time youth worker - Steve Grasham. 

Friday 5th Chalfont St Giles: clergy - Tim 
Stacey. 

Saturday 6th Chalfont St Peter: clergy - 
James Greasley, Sally Davies, Leonard 
Warriner; licensed lay minister - Wendy 
Graham. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 
Siinday 7th Chenies and Little Chalfont, 
Latimer and Flaunden: clergy - David 
Lambert, Phoebe Swart-Russell, David Allsop; 
licensed lay minister - Pat Ansell. 

Monday 8th Chesham Bois: clergy - Gary 
Rowlandson, Simon Dust, Derek Butler, 
Christopher Clare; licensed lay ministers - 
Averil Stephenson, David Talks, Ron Wilcox, 
Sue Dogget; lay pastor - Gary Noyes; full time 
youth worker - Ed Carter; full time children’s 
worker - Andy Hosier. 


Tuesday 9th Denham, New Denham Mission 
Church, Denham Green Mission Church: cler- 
gy - Adrian Hirst. 

Wednesday 10th Gerrards Cross: clergy — 
Paul Williams, Beryl Stannard; licensed lay 
ministers - John Hedley, Tony Jefferis, James 
Armstrong; full time youth worker - Kelly 
Martin. 

Thursday 11th Great Chesham Team 
Ministry: clergy - Roger Salisbury, Rebecca 
Harris, Will Stileman, Margaret Hall, David 
Heath-Whyte, Alan Davis, Tony Meek; licensed 
lay workers - Joyce Gledhill, Beryl Peam, 
Donald Sanderson, Jean Corfield, Martin 
Osborne; lay workers - Claire Brice, Andy 
Hobbs. 

Friday 12th Penn: clergy - Carol Williams: 
licensed lay minister - Beth Wili. 

Saturday 13th Penn Street, Holmer Green 
Christ Church Chapel: clergy - Nigel Stowe, 
Peter Strutt; licensed lay minister - David 
Clippingdale. Seer Green and Jordans: clergy 
- Beren Hartless, Ros Donovan. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
Sunday 14th 

We remember before God all those who have given 
their lives for the cause of freedom, especially those 
who have been separated from loved ones, and all 
who suffer as the result of war in body mind and 
spirit, those who have lost their homes and those 
who no longer have a country of their own. Father 
fill us with compassion for them and prosper all 
who seek to minister to their needs. We pray for 
those who continue to work for peace in the dark- 
ness of our world. 

Monday 15th Bicester and Islip Deanery. For 
the benefices and parishes as they go through 
a time of many changes and seek to pioneer 
new ways of working; that they may have the 
courage and strength to hold to their vision 
through all the difficulties, mess and frustra- 
tions that are an inevitable part of the 
process. For the area dean - Guy Chapman; 
synod lay chairman - Elizabeth Taylor; 
licensed lay minister - George Holwell. 
Tuesday 16th Akeman, Bletchingdon, 
Chesterton, Hampton Gay, Kirtlington, 
Middleton Stoney, Wendlebury, Weston-on- 
the-Green: clergy - Derek Walker, Phillip 
Sutton; licensed lay ministers - Grant Lee; 
Sheila Holwell, Jane Sutton. 

Wednesday 17th Ambrosden with Merton 
and Piddington: clergy - Guy Chapman. 
Thursday 18th Bicester with Bucknell, 
Caversfield and Launton - Bicester Area Team 
Ministry: clergy - Philip Ball, Stephen Hall, 
Margaret Mullins, Wendy Callan, Robert 
Atkins; parish evangelist - Michael Milne CA; 
licensed lay ministers - Elizabeth Taylor, 
Richard Marshall, Eileen Brown, Colin 




WATERFIELDS BOOKSHOP 

ANTIQUARIAN & SECOND HAND BOOKS 
Philosophy - History - Literature 
and many other subjects. 
Collections and single books bought. 

52 High Street, Oxford 

01865 721809 
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« PRINCE WILLIAM « 
0 POTTERY Co. 0 

f COMMEMORATIVE f 
Q & MILLENNIUM MUGS ^ 


Ideal for fundraising etc. 

Sensibly priced 

g, with quantities from just 250pcs. 
For fast and friendly service contact: 

V Tel: 0151 259 1221. Fax: 0151 220 6856. 
^ E-mail: Pottypots@aol.com 
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WANTED PRE 1960'$ 
FISHING REELS AND TACKLE 

Cased and carved fish, reels, fly boxes, old 
large salmon flies, leather reel and tackle 
cases, books, catalogues, all quality items 
by Hardy Bros, Farlows, Malloch etc. 
Highest prices paid for rare items 
John Ayers, River Mill House, 

1 Woodside Court, Llanbadoc, Usk, 
Monmouthshire NP5 1SY 
Tel: 01291 672710 
Fax: 01291 673464 


Cockshaw. 

Friday 19th Fritwell with Souldem and 
Ardley with Fewcott: clergy - Paul Hunt. 
The Heyfords with Rousham and Somerton: 
clergy - Noel James; licensed lay minister - 
John Hine. 



Lane End remembers 
with a new memorial 


On September 5 a new war memorial in 
the village of Lane End near High 
Wycombe was dedicated by His Grace 
Archbishop Michael Peers, Primate of 
the Anglican Church of Canada. 

Designed and carved by Peter Foster. It 
commemorates not only local parish- 
ioners who died in two world wars but 
seven Canadian airmen who perished 
when trying to land their Lancaster at 
Wycombe airfield in August, 1 945.The 
Archbishop, a direct descendant of Lane 
End’s first vicar, gave a blessing in English 
and French and the ecumenical service 
ended with a flypast by two Tiger Moth 
planes, as a tribute to those who died. 


Saturday 20th Islip with Charlton-on- 
Otmoor, Oddington, Noke and Woodeaton, 
Murcott Mission Room: clergy - Richard 
Sturch; licensed lay minister - Glenys 
Edwards. 

CHRIST THE KING 

PRISONS’ WEEK (21st - 27th November) 
Sunday 21st See page 10 and 11 

Monday 22nd Chaplains of H.M.Prisons: 
Aylesbury - Michael Redfeam; Bullingdon - 
Wendy Carey, assistant chaplain - Steve Hall; 
Grendon - Peter Stell; Huntercombe - Geoff 
Philips; Reading - Ann Bush; Spring Hill - 
Keith Pound; Woodhill, Milton Keynes - Peter 


Green. 

Tuesday 23rd Shelswell, Cottisford, Finmere, 
Fringford, Godington, Hardwick-cum- 
Tusmore, Hethe, Mixbury.Newton Purcell 
with Shelswell, Stoke Lyne, Stratton Audley: 
clergy - Ricky Yates, Stephen Bushell, David 
Wenham; licensed lay ministers - Alan Jones, 
Penny Wood, Anne Bertram. 

Wednesday 24th Bracknell Deanery. For all 
the churches as they reach out to new areas 
of housing and economic development. For 
sector ministers, Nick Parish (industry) and 
John Hallows (training and development) that 
they may be joined by others in their work. 
For initiatives to appoint a youth adviser for 
the deanery and parishes. For the area dean - 
Sebastian Jones; synod lay chairman - 
Maureen Beadsley. 

Thursday 25th Ascot Heath: clergy -Piers 
Nash-Williams, Sue Smith; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Alison Cooper, Melvyn Fancy, Gill 
Wiggins. Binfield: clergy - Bill Meyer, Alison 
Duff; licensed lay worker - Muriel Wilkins. 
Friday 26th Bracknell Team Ministry: clergy 
- David Osborn, Christine Dale, Jeremy 
Harris, John Hallows, Geoff Borrowdale, 

Bruce Russell, Margaret Clarke; licensed lay 
minister - Sandy Dutton. 

Saturday 27th Easthampstead: clergy - 
Oliver Simon, Jay Colwill, Mary Gurr. 

South Ascot: clergy - Sebastian Jones, Susan 
Jones; licensed lay minister - Mary Nichols. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday 28th Sunningdale: clergy - David 
Uffindell; licensed lay minister - Anthea 
Griggs. Sunninghill: clergy - Tim Gunter; 
licensed lay ministers - John Field-Smith, 
Carol Neilson, Raymond Witney. 

Monday 29th Warfield: clergy - Brian 
Meardon, Brian Weaver; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Dave Cappleman, Chris Hill, Michael 
Summers; Church Army - Gary Shirley CA; 
full time youth worker - Mark Meardon. 
Tuesday 30th ST ANDREW THE APOSTLE 
Winkfield with Cranboume: clergy - vacancy; 
licensed lay ministers - Mary Knight, Stuart 
Ager, Jacki Thomas, Mike Thomas. 


For all who are in prison 

Lord you offer freedom to all people. We pray 
for all those who are in prison and for those an > 
affected by or involved in their imprisonment. 
Break the bonds of fear and isolation that exist. 
Support with your love; prisoners, their fami- 
lies, friends, prison staff and all who care. Heal 
those who have been wounded by the activities 
of others especially the victims of crime. Help us 
to forgive one another, to act justly, love mercy 
and walk humbly together with Christ in his 
strength and in his Spirit, now and every day. 



BLACKWELL’S 
Walking Tours of Oxford 

Experience the finest walking tour in Oxford with Blackwell’s. 
Our guide will take you around the City and University, 
showing you places of literacy and historic interest. 

Each tour starts and ends at Blackwell’s, 

50 Broad Street, 
where in 1879 
Benjamin Henry 
Blackwell opened a tiny 
bookshop. 

Blackwell’s has been at the 
heart of literacy Oxford ever 
since. 

Tours run on Tuesdays (2.30pm, Thursdays (11am) 
and Saturdays (11am and 2.30pm) 

Ticket prices: Adults £5.00. 

Children, students & over 55s £4.00 

Book and pay for your ticket at the front of the shop , or telephone us and make a ” 
reservation. All ticket holders will receive a free £1.00 voucher which can be used 
as part-payment for books or other goods from any Blackwell's bookshop in the UK 

For enquiries and group bookings , telephone (01865) 333601 







Pilgrim 200 1 - the Diocesan 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

The Bishop of Reading previews the Diocesan Pilgrimage of 
September 4-14, 200 1 . He, with the Bishop of Buckingham 
will lead the pilgrimage which will take in people and places 
not usually seen by visitors to the Holy Land 

A pilgrimage to a planned 
destination with British 
Airways, air conditioned 
coaches and comfortable hotels 
seems light years from the early 
Christian pilgrims. Irish monks 
like St Columba, St Fursey and 
St Columbanus, would set out 
on a pilgrimage not knowing 
where it would lead, even cast- 
ing off in small boats to be 
blown by the wind trusting that 
it would be a journey with God 
and bring them closer to him. 

Being a pilgrim is what the Christian journey is all about. Abraham 
left his native land in a spiritual quest and the New Testament 
reminds us that Christians are ‘strangers and pilgrims on earth’ 
(Heb. 11: 13) whose ‘true citizenship is in heaven’(Phil.3: 20). I can 
remember singing ‘To be a pilgrim’ at my confirmation and the 
bishop preaching on the Christian journey as a pilgrimage - and it 
certainly been that. 

The chance to go where moat pilgrimages do not go 

Modem pilgrims do at least know where they are going. A pilgrim- 
age to the Holy Land is an unforgettable experience and because of 
the Incarnation, has a unique meaning for Christians. We shall visit 
the places associated with the life and ministry of Jesus - Nazareth, 

Bethlehem,the Sea of Galilee, 
Jerusalem and the Way of the 
Cross, the Dead Sea, the Judean 
Wilderness, the Garden of 
Gethsemane and other places. We 
shall walk in the steps of Jesus, 
read the Scriptures, pray. 

The Diocesan 2001 Pilgrimage 
will be a pilgrimage with a differ- 
ence because we shall see a side 
of life in the Holy Land that most 
pilgrims do not see. We shall 
meet Anglican Christians and as 
the guests of the Near East Council of Churches, we shall also visit 
the Ahli Arab Hospital, a Christian hospital (pictured above) with 
whom we shall have a partnership of prayer and support We shall 
also have the opportunity to meet the people of the Holy Land - 
Christians, Jews and Muslims - and to hear of their hopes for peace. 

A pilgrimage is enjoyable but it is not a holiday. Ther will be a full 
daily programme and you will need to be good on your feed We 
shall be staying in hotels in Bethlehem, Jerusalem and Tiberias and 
we shall have official Arab Christian guides. The places, the sites, 
the sand and the smells will become imprinted in our memories 
providing a source from which we can draw for the rest of our lives. 

♦Dominic Reading 

HOW TO REGISTER NOW Places on the pilgrimage will be allocated 
in order of registration.You can register now by contacting Mrs Rita 
Holden do Bishop’s House,Tidmarsh Lane,Tidmarsh, Reading RG8 8HA 
(01189 841216). No deposit is payable until you confirm your booking 
later on.The price is expected to be about £1000 per person. 
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YEW TREE 
SERVICE IN 
DORCHESTER 

Environmentalist David Bellamy came to 
Dorchester Abbey for an unusual service to 
mark the distribution of Millennium yew 
trees to 350 parishes Photos: Frank Blackwell 


I n the present Millennium 
Dorchester Abbey has been 
the setting for many notable 
occasions. So it was fitting that 
the the Abbey was also the 
splendid location for a unique 
celebration which will help 
hundreds of parishes mark the 
start of the third Millennium. 

On 10 October over 350 
parishes came the Abbey to col- 
lect their small yew tree 
cuttings, each bearing the label 
of the 2000 year old mother tree 
from which they came. They 
were the gift of The 
Conservation Foundation. Its 
President, Professor David 
Bellamy OBE, was there in per- 
son to speak about this 
imaginative scheme in which 
over 7000 trees are being given 
to churches. 

The Abbey was packed with 
over 700 people for an innova- 
tive service written by Martin 
Palmer, in which a ‘Yew Tree’ 
spoke of the changes that it had 
witnessed over the past 2000 
years. But the service was not 
just about the past, and six peo- 



ple spoke about the meaning of 
change and growth in their reli- 
gious life. The climax was a 
presentation by St Augustine 
joint Anglican Roman Catholic 
School,Oxford. In music, dance 
and words the young people 
looked forward to what the new 
yew trees may experience in the 
next 1000 years. 

Afterwards the Bishop of 
Oxford blessed the trees, and 
the parish representatives lined 
up in the cloister gardens to 
receive their tree from their 
Archdeacon assisted by 
Abingdon Sea Scouts. They also 
received a porch notice, instruc- 
tions about the care and 
planting of the tree and a copy 
of the service in which they had 
taken part. It is hoped that, 
wherever possible, this can be 
adapted for use when the trees 
are planted next spring in the 
parish’s grounds. 

Derek Palmer 

Canon Derek Palmer’s regular column has 
finished but he will keep us up to date 
from time to time with Millennium events 
around the Diocese. Tel: 01295 268201. 


About the pictures 

(Left) Churchwarden Morris Day assem- 
bles yew trees for distribution (Right from 
the top) David Bellamy was there in 
person; the Archdeacon of Berkshire, 
hands out trees in the cloister gardens; 
Rebecca Hind, artist of the Sacred Land 
Project Millennium calendar. Professor 
Bellamy and Canon John Crowe, Rector 
of Dorchester; the Archdeacon of 
Oxford gives out trees ably assisted by a 
sea scout. The Archdeacon of 
Buckingham (not pictured) distributed 
trees to parishes from Buckinghamshire. 



W ARMIN G HAM 

Independent Estate Agents and Valuers 
Residential Lettings and Management 



UPTON, NR BLEWBURY 
OXON 

Situated opposite the old & beautiful church of 
St Mary The Virgin in Upton. With an active 
congregation, the church is well attended & 
enjoys a choir with organist. St Mary's is very 
much the centre of village life. The present 
owners would be delighted to see Sine Nomine 
pass to a church going family. The house & 
grounds would be ideal for children. 
Individually designed the detached bungalow 
has been recently extended to provide attractive 
4-bed family accom including oak panelled 
library/music room & versatile studio/attic 
room on f.f. Surrounded by mature gardens of 
approx 1/4 acre. 

Price Guide £265,000 

Viewing: Strictly by Appointment with 
the agent 

4/5 High Street, Goring-on-Thames, 
Near Reading, Berkshire, RG8 9AT. 
Tel: 01491 874144 Fax: 01491 875146 
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Discover a new angle on 
design and marketing 
excellence. 

Serving Christian business 
men and women. 


-V) 


t (01296) 339909 f: (01296) 415818 
e: info@sage-sequoia.co.uk , — 1 2* 


DO YOU VALUE YOUR 
CHRISTIAN BOOKS? 


Would you like to help churches in developing 
countries to produce their own books? 

We have been doing this for over 300 years. Projects 
include mini-libraries for local church leaders; locally 
produced worship and teaching books. Christian books for 
village, hospital and college libraries. We need your help to 
continue this ministry. You can make a real difference. 
Would you like more information? Would 
you like to make a donation? Just fill in 
this coupon and send to; 

SPCK Worldwide, Freepost, London NW1 1YE wwbwbwmm 
or phone 0207 387 5282 I YM i mYH»» 


Name (please print): 
Address: 


Postcode 


I enclose a donation of £ 


(cheques payable to SPCK Worldwide) 

Please send me more information «cn 231144 


The cost of following Jesus 


David Winter’s 


Peter. said, ‘Lord, we have left everything and followed you 
(Matthew 19:27) 

T he German pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, gave a telling warning 
to would-be enthusiastic followers of Jesus about the price of 
being his disciple. It involved ‘taking up the cross’ daily. It 
demanded that every human commitment should take second place 
to the demands of discipleship. ‘No one who puts a hand to the 
plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God’ (Luke 9:62). 

It all reminds me of the story of the young Christian man who was 
enthusing to his battle-scarred Scottish minister about the joys of 
the Christian life - ‘It’s wonderful! One experience of blessing after 
another!’ ‘Ay, lad,’ the minister replied, ‘but it’s a sore fight to the 
end’. I think Jesus would have said that both of them were right. As 
he reminded Peter (in the passage which follows the verse at the top 
of this column), the blessing for the disciple is a hundred times 
better than anything he or she could know outside the kingdom . . . 
and on top of that, there is eternal life! Yet there is also the price to 
be paid, which may involve family, home, land, property. Those who 
set out on the journey, Jesus would say, must first weight up the 
cost 

Jesus once commended an anonymous scribe who put it to him 
that love for God and love for neighbour were ‘much more impor- 
tant than whole burnt offerings and sacrifices’. That is the sacrifice 
that lies behind, and gives meaning to all the other sacrifices of 
time, possessions and even relationships. They are the fruit of love, 
not of cold, clinical obedience, and they are freely made out of an 
overflowing heart. 

Canon David Winter is an assistant priest in the Hermitage Team Ministry. 
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To advertise ring 0 1 865 254506 Advertising feature 


Myth or fact? “You have to be 
under 35 to adopt” (wrong!) 

Find out the facts for yourself 
at a free information evening: 

“Adopting a Child” 

25th November, 7.45pm, 

The Church of the Holy Spirit, 
Camborne Avenue, Bedgrove, 
Aylesbury 

Call Parents And Children Together 
on 0800 731 1845 for details, 
or for free, friendly advice 


BANBUllY PRIVATE AMBULANCE 


We hire wheelchairs, crutches, 
commodes and zimmer frames. 

We also sell reconditioned wheelchairs. 
Wheelchair, stretcher and ambulance 
transport available 


:v> HOWARD ROAD, RAiXRORY 
OI295 25911(9 



Giving you the freedom 
... to live life 

Supplying the widest choice of equipment and aids 
to increase independence of the elderly and less able 

O Specialist staff always available 
O Spacious showroom 
Authorised 

JBjp * SUNRISE SALES CENTRE 


REMAND 

BBAl.THCAItl 


W UMITfcD ^ 

FREEPHONE 

0800 854052 

24A Portraan Rd., Reading RG30 1EA 
REDLAND HEALTHCARE LTD 

Thames Valley’s leading disabled equipment centre 



ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 


t - Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 


Rehabilitation, accommodation, 
care and your support can 
change ex-offenders lives 




The Langley House Trust works to rehabilitate 
ex-offenders, returning them crime-free to the 
community. 

Langley House Trust 
FREEPOST PO Box 181, 

Witney, Oxon OX8 6YG 



HEMPTON FIELD NURSING HOME 

Small, friendly Home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor, provides the highest standards of care and attention 
in comfortable and relaxed surroundings. 

• Single or Companion Rooms, many with en-suite facilities 

• Long and short term care available • Activities programme 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, OR AN APPOINTMENT TO 

VIEW, PLEASE CONTACT 

Mrs. M. Adams, Matron, on Tel: 01844-351766 

36 LOWER ICKNIELD WAY, CHINNOR, OXON OX9 4EB 


BATH LODGE 
RESIDENTIAL HOME 

A home from home 

If you can no longer stay 
in your own home. 

Friendly, comfortable surroundings. 
Confused elderly/alzheimer welcome. 

Tel: 0118 958 9726 


a 


8 Bath Road, Reading RG1 6NB 


Sheltered Housing for the 


•a 


over 55 ’s throughout England. 


We promote independence and choice for 
older people through quality care, support 
and housing services. Housing benefit 
claimants may apply. 


For details of fully fitted 
apartments in your area 
please call: 01494 685200 
or write to: 

Housing 21, The Triangle, 
Baring Road, Beaconsfield, 
Berkshire, HP9 2NA. 



CHRISTMAS 

APPEAL 

Help us give orphans 
and widows of 
Fishermen a 
Happy Christmas. 

Donations to: 

Fishermen’s Mission 
Freepost ANG5599 
Milton Keynes 
MK5 6YD 
01908 520397 
Speakers available. 


HELP 


EARN EXTRA MONEY 
AND HELP OTHERS 
... by providing care 
and companionship 
for the elderly in their 
own homes 

FLEXIBLE HOURS 

Ring 

01494 678811 



ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 



Established 20 years 

• We make dentures look 
like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the 
premises 
• FREE CONSULTATION 


• Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like 
dentures enquire about 
our IVOCLAR DENTURE 
SYSTEM 



• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 


DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 




SCHIZOPHRENIA 

The Schizophrenia Association 
of Great Britain 

Founded 1970 Reg. Charity No 287587 

you still talk in whispers about 
schizophrenia? 

We want you to shout loudly about this 
greatly neglected illness whose devastating 
effects swamp the world in misery. 

We think it possible that it is the interaction 
between a person’s genetic vulnerability to 
schizophrenia and the food he eats which 
eventually produces the disease. 

w 

We aim to: educate the general public about schizophrenia - 
teach families about the nature of schizophrenia - find its 
genetic causes - develop rational treatments as an alternative 
to the present palliative drugs 

Large free information pack 

available on request. 

Schizophrenia Association of Great Britain 
Bryn Hyfryd, The Crescent, Bangor, 

Gwynedd LL57 2AG 
Phone/fax 01248 354048 
email sagb@btinternet.com 
home page http://www.btinternet.com/~sagb 
A charity organisation researching into Schizophrenia No 287587 



Do 


Crossways Trust Ltd. 


Reg Charity No. 23160 


Crossways Trust is a non-profit making charity which, for the past 50 years has 
run residential and nursing homes for the elderly. 

Now, in its Golden Jubilee year the Trust is delighted to announce its new 
ownership of 

The Swallows Care Centre , Epsom Grove, Bletchley 
. Nr Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire 


Tel: 01908 630670 . Fax: 01908 630680 


“The Swallows” is situated on the outskirts of Bletchley within a community setting. It 
is appointed to the highest standard and all rooms have en-suite facilities. All meals are 
home cooked with a varied daily menu. We would be delighted for you to visit our 
Home and to view the superb facilities 

available to the Residents, including a library, hairdressing salon and 
shopping facilities. Our Day Centre is used by both 
residents and the local community, offering a vari- 
ety of activities. 

For our less able residents 24-hour nursing care is 
available. The Trust has established a reputation 
over the past 50 years for providing care of the 
highest quality in its Homes, treating each resident 
as an individual, with their own special qualities, 
experience and talents. Every member of staff is 
dedicated to encouraging this ethos. 

For further details please apply directly to the Manager of the Home or to our 
Head Office at the following address: 



CROSSWAYS TRUST LIMITED 
19 PARKFIELD ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX BN13 1EN 
Telephone 01903 211011. Fax: 01903 211077 



A new concept in care for 
the elderly 

Positioned in the heart of the Cotswolds near Burford and a 
regional winner of the Housing Design Award, this beautiful 
Grade U* listed Residential & Nursing 
home provides the location for 16 
luxurious apartments and four new stone 
cottages which have been designed 
specifically for those seeking choice 
independence and long term security 
during retirement. 

The complex incorporates, 

24 hour Residential and Nursing care, 
and Prebendal Court, collectively 
known as Graduated Care. They 
combine superbly in an idyllic and tranquil riverside setting, 
with a congenial relaxing atmosphere, lounges, library, licensed 
bar, fine cuisine 
and superb leisure 
facilities. 

For further 
information and 
brochure on any 
aspect of this 
unique facility, 
whether to purchase 

an apartment/cottage, take a residential suite within the home or 
receive full nursing care. 


Please contact Shirley Lefort 

The Old Prebendal House - 01993 831888 
Prebendal Court - 01993 832600 
Shipton-under-Wychwood 
Oxford OX7 6BQ 













Courses 


Chiltern Christian Training Programme 

8 Nov Evening with Rt Revd Mike Hill, Bishop of 
Buckingham Holy Trinity, Hazlemere 7.45pm. Free: 
donations welcome. 

13 Nov Vocations Breakfast Brookes Lounge, 

Holy Trinity, Hazlemere 8.30am-12.30pm £3. 

22 Nov, 6 & 13 Dec World of the Wise: Old 
Testament Wisdom Literature Penn Church 
Hall, 8pm £8. Bookings and brochure: CCTP,175 
Dashwood Ave, High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 3DB. 
Tel/fax 01494 474 788. 



Milton Keynes Training Commission 
13 Nov Story Telling, Advent and Children 

Church of Holy Cross, Two Mile Ash 10.30am- 
3.30pm £5/£2.50. 

22 Nov A City and Ecumenical Lifelines Today 

9.30am-5pm around the city centre. 

Bookings and brochure: Barbara Albone, Milton 
Keynes Christian Council, Christian Foundation, 
The Square, Aylesbury St, Wolverton, MK12 5HX. 


Celebrating Cultural Diversity - Responding to 
the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry Report 

26 Nov Church of Christ the Cornerstone, Central 
Milton Keynes 9.30am-4pm £18 including lunch, 
tea and coffee. Keynote speaker: Revd Joel Edwards. 
The Oxford Diocesan Committee for Racial Justice, 
Milton Keynes Christian Council, Churches Tog- 
ether in Buckinghamshire. Details 01908 311310. 


Abingdon Christian Training Scheme 
Wednesdays from 3 Nov Taste and See: a journey 
into prayer St Andrew’s Church, Hagbourne 8pm 
11 Nov The Lord’s Prayer Canon John Fenton 
Friends’ Meeting House, Wallingford 7pm Details 
Becky Fisher, 4 Sinodun Row, Appleford, OX14 4PE, 
tel/fax 01235 847270/847520. 


Cottesloe Christian Training Programme 

4 Nov (three weeks) Kaleidoscope: working 
with children in churches Well St Church, 
Buckingham 7.45pm 

17 Nov Leading a Home Group The Old Vicarage, 
7 Church Rd, Ivinghoe 7.45pm £3. 

Bookings by 10 November to Mrs Sylvia Nutt, 15 
Weston Rd, Great Horwood, Bucks MK17 0QQ, tel. 
01296 713603. 


Reading & Bracknell Christian Training Scheme 
11 Nov (four weeks) Pastoral Care 2 St James, 
Finchampstead 8pm 

13 Nov Preaching Workshop St Andrew’s, 
Priestwood 10am-4pm 

24 Nov & 15 Dec Time of Expectation St Mark’s, 
Maidenhead 8pm 

27 Nov House Group Leaders St Peter’s, Earley 
10am-4pm 

Contact Judi Shepherd, Parish Development Office, 
St Nicholas’ Church Hall, Sutcliffe Ave, Earley, 
Reading RG6 7JN. Tel 0118 926 1451. 


Bradfield Deanery Task Force for Training & 
Spiritual Development 

27 Nov When I needed a neighbour*: releasing 
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Keston Forum 

Micha^^olS-ifeYix and 
Anatol Lieven talk on 
Religion in Russia Today 
St Antony’s College, 
Nissan Building 10am- 
5pm Cost £8 in advance, 
£10 on door, discussion, 
questions, bookstall 
Details John Kinahan, 
Keston Institute 01865 
311022 


Christ Church 

8am 

Holy Communion, 10am 
Matins and Sermon, 
11.15am Sung Eucharist, 
6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins, 7.35am Holy 
Communion, 6pm 
Evensong (Thursdays or 
Major Feast Days 
5.35pm Said Evensong 
and 6pm sung 
Eucharist). 




Riding lights Theatre 

mlSMWact 

a debt-defying play for a 
new millennium 

A compelling contribution 
to the Jubilee 2000 cam- 
paign to release poorer 
countries for the devastat- 
ing new 
slavery of debt. 
National tour includes 


Oxford Road 7.30pm 

Holmanleaze 7.30pm. 

Tickets: adults £7.50 unwaged 
£5. National Ticket Hotline 
0645 613000 or 01904 613000 
(Mon-Fri 9.30am-6.30pm; Sat 
lOam-lpm). Information 
Anthony Dunn, Marketing 
Officer, Riding Lights Theatre 
Company, 8 Bootham Terrace, 
York YO30 7DH. Tel/fax 01904 
655317/ 651532, email 
Antony@rltc.org 
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Looking at music 


Foundation will introduce 

new music for the season, and new ways of presenting old 
favourites. All voices and instruments welcome. 

Ock Street Baptist Church, Abingdon 7.15pm Details Becky 
Fisher, Abingdon Christian Training Scheme, 4 Sinodun Row, 
Appleford, OX14 4PE, tel/fax 01235 847270/847520/ 

samples of the 

five new millennium hymn books relating them to Common 
Worship. 

Winchester Room, St Mary’s Church, Witney 9.30am - 12.30pm 
£3 Details Alison Shaw 127 Abingdon Rd Standlake OX8 7QN 
01865 300615. Organised by Witney Deanery; everyone wel- 
come. 


Church of Christ the King, Kents Hill, Milton Keynes £12 first 
person; £10 others in group. Bring lunch; drinks provided. 
Bookings Hilary Haynes 0118 969 3835. 

in church. 

Church House 10am - 4pm £10. To help you decide if this is for 
you, contact Ruth Lamdin (the leader of the day) on 01865 
767160. Bookings Jeni Hobbs, Church House 01865 208252. 

&$F#nes will introduce 

his new musical ‘Snakes and Ladders’, to be performed in 
Oxford in April 2000. 

St Clement’s Family Centre 12.20-2pm Light lunch served. 
Details Martin & Barbara Cox, 01865 454078. 


Lunchtime organ music in Reading 12, 19 Nov 
Sin * 7 Nov 



Beaconsfield ‘Drop-In* 




e has a new venue and 


opening times. It is now at the Fitzwilliam Centre, Old Town, 
Beaconsfield, every Tuesday from 10.30-11.30am. Details 01494 



One Solitary Life Christian Theatre Croup 

THE JOURNEY 

The Journey of the Magi to seek 
the new-born Jesus 


676869. 

Lower Windrush Choral Society is looking for an Assistant 
Musical Director from November 1999, initially to rehearse the 
society in preparation for performances of Bach’s St Matthew 
Passion in April 2000. The Society is based in Stanton Harcourt 
and rehearses on Monday evenings 8-10pm. Details Lynda Blair 
01865 300498. 



m us i c anre nty r nuya r wi i tori Keynes — 

21 Nov A Concert for St Cecilia’s Tide The 

Cornerstone Chamber Orchestra: Handel, Bach, 


Mozart, Elgar, Vivaldi. 8pm. Tickets £10/£7.50. 
Bookings and full programme 01908 200604. 


Music & Worship Foundation Oxford 

27 Nov Advent Praise Concert: choir and congrega- 
tional music, worship led by Phil Lawson-Johnston at 
New Road Baptist Church, Bonn Square, Oxford 
7.30pm £3. 

Details Martin & Barbara Cox, 01865 454078. 


Oxford Concerts 

6 Nov Durufld Requiem sung by New College Choir 
New College Chapel 8pm 

9 Dec Carols from Magdalen sung by Magdalen 
College Choir University Church 8pm 
11 Dec Britten’s Ceremony of Carols sung by 
Magnificat Christ Church 8pm 
15 Dec Handel’s Messiah sung by Magnificat 
Sheldonian Theatre 7.30pm 
Tickets Oxford Playhouse 01865 798600. Full pro- 
gramme Oxford Concerts, Evenlode Court, Main Rd, 
Long Hanborough, Oxford OX8 8LA. 


Music at Oxford 

12 Dec Christmas by Candlelight Orchestra of St 
John’s, Smith Square Oxford Town Hall 7.30pm 

17 Dec Handel’s Messiah sung by The Sixteen 
Sheldonian Theatre 7.30pm 

18 Dec Carols from Christ Church 8pm 
Tickets Oxford Playhouse 01865 798600 or Music at 
Oxford, Elms Court, Oxford OX2 9LP tel/fax 01865 
242865/242867. 


Sat b N6v Langiey, Sioii^n m Mary s uiurcn. 
Weybridge Male Voice Choir 7.30pm Tickets £6 
Marian Green 01753 546920. 

Thu 11 Nov Watlington St Leonard’s Church. Arm- 
istice Day concert: sing along to music of war years 
7.30pm. Free; retiring collection. Details 01491 
612494. 

Sat 13 Nov Oxford St Michael and All Angels 
Church, Lonsdale Rd. Concert 7.30pm. Tickets 
£4.50/£3, children free. Details 01865 559433. 

Sat 13 Twyford, Reading St Mary’s Church. 
‘Handbells and Voices’ 7.30pm. Tickets £3.50/£3. 
Details 0118 934 0468. 

Sat 20 Nov Henley St Mary’s Church. Henley Choral 
Society Silver Jubilee Concert 7.45pm Haydni Faure, 
Tavener, Warlock. Tickets 0118 940 2268. Details Lyn 
Clayden 01491 575598. 

Sat 27 Nov East Hendred, Wantage St Augustine’s 
Church. Concert by Roundelay to celebrate organ 
rebuilding. Includes Faure’s Requiem for women’s 
voices. Tickets 01235 833358. 

Sat 27 Nov Chilton, Didcot Chilton Village Hall. 
Evening of varied music (including handbells) and 
verse in aid of bells appeal 7.45pm. Tickets £3.50 
A Haynes 01235 834300. 

Sun 28 Nov Eton College hall. Brahms’ Ein 
deutsches Requiem Royal Free Singers 7.30pm. 
Tickets £10/£8 Ann Ayres 01753 855173. 

Sun 5 Dec Sutton Courtenay All Saints’ Church. All 
Saints Singers of Sutton Courtenay: Haydn, Mozart, 

npnffrpv Rnch 7THnm Ti/-lrote f^/m fomilir AllOC 




Bradfield Deanery Task Force for Training S 
Spiritual Development 

27 Nov ‘When I needed a neighbour*: releasing 
and training lay people in pastoral care, led by 
Penny Nairne St Mary’s Church, Purley 10.30am - 
4pm. Details 01491 671223. 


EcumeWlS'^fcPtt^'if^tSiapel. 

Oxford 7.30pm. 

Worship materials available free from Mildmay 
Mission Hospital, Hackney Rd, London E2 7NA. 
Tel 0171 739 2331/ fax 5361. e-mail postroom@mild- 
may.org.uk. 


One Solitary Life Christian Theatre Croup 

THE JOURNEY 

The Journey of the Magi to seek 

the new-born Jesus 

Sim 

cessions Myles Carter 01491 573746 
(two weeks before performance) 


SPRING HARVEST 
AT WORK TOGETHER ’99 
For all who lead and manage - at work 
and in the church Sun 14 - Wed 17 Nov 

Three life-changing days to make sense of Mondays Harrogate 
International Centre 

Details Spring Harvest, 14 Horsted Square, Uckfield, 

East Sussex TN22 1QL Tel 01825 769111. 
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Musical Director from November 1999, initially to rehearse the 
society in preparation for performances of Bach’s St Matthew 
Passion in April 2000. The Society is based in Stanton Harcourt 
and rehearses on Monday evenings 8-10pm. Details Lynda Blair 
01865 300498. 

Christian Broadcasting Library Service supplies Christian 
books and videos to local libraries since 1980. To find out how 
you can be involved, contact 59a Joseph’s Rd, Guildford GUI 
1DN tel. 01483 828559. 

Hamhill Centre of Christian Healing holds courses, holiday 
weeks and healing weeks and weekends. Winter programme 
from Harnhill Manor, Cirencester, GL7 5PXTel/fax 01285 
850283/850519. 

The Society of Martha and Mary offers quiet days and per- 
sonal retreats or sabbaticals to those in ministry. For details of 
the programme, or information about supporting the work as 
contact The Society of Martha and Mary, Sheldon, Dunsford, 
Exeter EX6 7LE. Tel 01647 252752. 


sun inov Eton college nan. nranms’ bin 
deutsches Requiem Royal Free Singers 7.30pm. 
Tickets £10/£8 Ann Ayres 01753 855173. 

Sun 5 Dec Sutton Courtenay All Saints’ Church. All 
Saints Singers of Sutton Courtenay: Haydn, Mozart, 
Geoffrey Bush 7.30pm Tickets £5/£12 family 01235 
848719 or 848429. 

Sun 5 Dec Dorchester Abbey Opus Anglicanum 
Mediaeval Carols 7pm Tickets £10 on the door or 
from OA, Wellow House, High St, Harwell OX11 0EU. 
Sun 5 Pyrton St Mary’s Church. Adelaide Consort 
madrigals and folk songs. Tickets £5/£4 (includes 
wine and mince pies) at the door. Details 01491 
612494. 

Sat 11 Deddington St Peter & St Paul Church 8pm. 
Haydn’s Creation Banbury Choral Society. Tickets 
£7/£6, under 12s free, from Ottakars, Banbury or on 
the door. 


NOVEMBER 

Mon 1 onwards GROVE ‘Cornerstone’, Savile 
Way Start of November Special: flapjack with 
tea or coffee 85p. 

Mon 1 WILLEN (Milton Keynes) SSM Priory 
Quiet Morning 10am-12.30pm. Details Brenda 
Chappell 01908 610416, Maureen Bedford 
01604 870364. 

Tue 2 OXFORD Seminar on Paganism in 
England Today Church House 10am-4pm £10. 
Details Jeni Hobbs 01865 298252. 

Thu 4 READING Churchpeople’s Luncheon 
Club St Laurence’s Hall, Abbey Square l-2pm. 
£1.50. Details Philip Wickens 0118 987 2878. 
Thu 4 SOULDERN Bicester Area Ladies’ Lunch 
12 noon-2pm Cedar House. Speaker Christine 
Hunt. Creche. Lunch free; donations welcome. 
Details Ann Chapman 01869 247813. 


— wtrafy 

readers. We try to fit in as many 
requests as possible, but cannot guar- 
antee that your entry will be included. 


Thu 4 OXFORD St Giles’ Church ‘Leaders of 
their Time’ lunchtime talk 12.30pm. Revd Prof. 
Alister McGrath on Luther. 

Thu 4 CALIFORNIA Coffee morning at the vic- 
arage 10.30am-12.30pm to introduce the plans 
for St Mary and St John’s Church Parish Centre. 
Thu 4 C HARNEY MANOR Welcome Home! 
pastoral workshop 10am-4pm £20. details 
OCIC, 01865 777755. 

Fri 5 PANGBOURNE All Churches Together. 
Millennium Matters: questions on peace and 
war answered by a panel. Pangbourne Village 
Hall 8pm. Details Revd J Staples 0118 984 2928. 
Sat 6 HOOK NORTON St Peter’s Church 
Annual Craft Fair. Crafts demonstrated and for 
sale 10am-5pm Details Jan Hughes 01608 
737900. 

Sat 6 READING ‘Thinking the Unthinkable’: 
child abuse and the church 9.15am-1.15pm 
Wycliffe Baptist Church £11,50 including work- 
book. Details 0118 979 2586. 


Sat 6 ABINGDON Community Care Groups 
Open Day Northcourt Centre, Northcourt Way 
10am-3pm. Table top sales, refreshments, live 
entertainment, wheelchair access. Details Ken 
Strong 01235 527331. 

Sat 6 OXFORD World Mission Fair 10am- 
2.30pm. Cakes, toys, bric-a-brac, refreshments. 
Summertown Church Hall, Portland Road. Also 
bingo, doors open 6pm, starts 7pm. Details 
01865 559433. 

Sat 6 OXFORD ‘New Century - New Challenge 
Westminster College 10am-4pm. Details 
Christopher Hall 01869 338225. 

Sun 7 WOOLHAMPTON (Reading) Sing for the 
Homeless rehearsal 3pm for performance of 
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio, Douai Abbey 27 
Nov. Details Judith Denny 01635 862290 or Jo 
Morris 01635 200416, 

Sun 7 READING The Six Thirty Mission: alter- 
native form of service for the young and young 
at heart combining worship and rock music. St 
Mark’s Church, Cranbury Rd 6.30pm. Details 
0118 941 5019. 

Mon 8 READING GSS Chapter Meeting St 
Laurence Church mass at 8pm. Details David 
Gilman 0118 959 8102. 

Mon 8 WOODSTOCK Churches Together in 
Woodstock open lecture Baptist Church, High 
St, 8pm. Dr Ann Shukman on Father Alexander 
Men. Enquiries Michael Millard 01993 813368. 
Tue 9 OXFORD History of Christianity lecture 
Prof Henry Chadwick on the Early Church. 
Examination Schools, High St, 5pm. 

Tue 9 OXFORD Structured for Decline? Has 
the business discipline of marketing anything 
to offer the Church? Church House 10am-4pm 
£10. Details Jeni Hobbs, Church House 01865 
208252. 

Thu 11 OXFORD St Giles’ Church ‘Leaders of 
their Time’ lunchtime talk 12.30pm. Prof. MA 
Screech on Erasmus. 

Fri 12 READING St Mary the Virgin, St Mary’s 
Butts Lunch-time organ recital by Wendy 
Watson 12.15pm. Free; retiring collection for 
organ restoration fund. Details Gordon Hands 
0118 959 0025. 

Sat 13 HAZLEMERE Holy Trinity Church, 


Brookes Lounge ‘Ready To Serve?’ Vocations 
Breakfast 8.30am-12.30pm. Cost £3. Chiltern 
Christian Training Programme Details 01494 
474788. 

Sat 13 UPTON-CUM-CHALVEY (Slough) St 
Laurence Church Charity Fayre. Christmas 
cards, gifts. 10.30am-4pm. Refreshments all 
day. Entry 25p. Enquiries 01753 521066. 

Sat 13 OXFORD Town Hall One World Fair 10- 
am-4.30pm. Oxford Oxfam Group. Details Ann 
Hillier (Christian Aid) 01865 730040. 

Sat 13 EARLEY St Peter’s Church 20th Century 
Fair in aid of church funds 10.30am-3.30pm, 
Entrance 20p. Details Brian Wynne 01189 
617903. 

Sat 13 OXFORD Westminster College Wesley & 
Methodist Studies Centre annual conference: 
Historiographical Trends in British Methodism 
10am-4.15pm £25/students £10. Details WMSC 
Administrator, Westminster College, Oxford 
OX2 9AT, tel/fax 01865 253359/253417. 

Sat 13 OXFORD St Theosevia Centre, 2 
Canterbury Rd Looking into the Void: addic- 
tion, spiritual hunger and the ecological crisis 
10.30am-4pm Cost £8. Details Jeni Hobbs, 
Church House, 01865 208252. 

Sat 13 GROVE ‘Cornerstone’, Savile Way 
Fourth Birthday 10.30am-12. Face painting, 
meet the clown and other attractions. 

Sun 14 WRAYSBURY St Andrew’s Church 
Evening Celebration 6.30pm. All-age service 
with live band. Workshops for 10s-18s in 
church annexe from 2pm. Details Derek 
Beesley 0976 633783. 

Mon 15 OXFORD Magdalen College. Local 
Affirming Catholicism meeting. 6pm Sung 
Eucharist in Chapel, 7pm supper (advance 
booking needed), 8pm ‘The Ecumenical 
Vocation of Anglicanism’. Details Fr Michael 
Piret 01865 276027. 

Tue 16 OXFORD History of Christianity lec- 
ture Prof Averil Cameron on Late Antiquity. 
Examination Schools, High St, 5pm. 

Wed 17 HIGHMOOR Christmas cards and tree 
decorations 10am-4pm. Part of the programme 
of spirituality, 1 concerts, arts and crafts, etc. at 
The Spring, Highmoor Hall. Details The 


Administrator, The Lodge, Highmoor Hall, 
Highmoor, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 5DH. 

Wed 17 OXFORD Study day: Christology: the 
current debate Church House 10am-4pm £10. 
Details Jeni Hobbs 01865 208252. 

Thu 18 OXFORD St Giles’ Church ‘Leaders of 
their Time’ lunchtime talk 12.30pm. Prof. 
Diarmaid MacCulloch on Cranmer. 


BBC 

THAMES VALLEY 

95.2 & 104.1 FM 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 

Local religious views, church news, 
favourite hymns 
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Giles’ 8pm. Oxford Council for Christians and 
Jews talk by Revd Prof E Nicholson. Details Ian 
Grant 01865 762156. 

Fri 19 READING St Mary the Virgin, St Mary’s 
Butts Lunch-time organ recital by Huw Jones 
12.15pm. Free; collection for organ restoration 
fund. Details Gordon Hands 0118 959 0025. 

Sat 20 READING Christmas bazaar to be 
opened at 2pm by Felix Bowness of BBC TV’s Hi 
De Hi. St Mark’s Church Hall, Cranbury Rd. 
Details 0118 941 5019. 

Sat 20 - Sun 21 BLEDLOW Art Show, Bledlow 
Church 10.30am-4pm. Painting, jewellery, 
ceramics for sale in aid of conservation of 
church wall paintings. Admission £2. Details 
Ann Smith 01844 345558. 

Tue 23 OXFORD History of Christianity lec- 
ture Prof Henry Mayr-Harting on the Early 
Middle Ages Examination Schools, High St, 
5pm. 

Tue 23 OXFORD Study day on issues on fertil- 
ity treatment, cloning, surrogacy etc.Church 
House 10am-4pm £10. Details Jeni Hobbs 01865 
208252. 

Thu 25 OXFORD St Giles’ Church ‘Leaders of 


their Time’ lunchtime talk 12.30pm. Dr WR 
Truman on St John of the Cross 
Thu 25 AYLESBURY Church of the Holy Spirit, 
Bedgrove. Adopting a Child: free information 
evening 7.30pm. Details Parents And Children 
Together 0800 731 1845. 

Fri 26 FINGEST Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. Details 01491 571231. 

Fri 26 GROVE ‘Cornerstone’, Savile Way spe- 
cial shopping day: 10% discount on many 
books, cards, tapes, CDs. Traidcraft and 
Tearcraft goods also on sale, 10am-6pm; 

Fri 26 STONY STRATFORD Songs of Praise for 
our healing Baptist Church 7.30pm. Harmony 
House Christian Healing Centre. Details John 
Richards 01908 676089. 

Fri 26 - Sat 27 TILEHURST Reading Christmas 
Market St Mary Magdalen Church Hall, Rodway 
Rd Fri 7.30pm, Sat 2.30pm., 

Sat 27 BRACKNELL area Ramble 10am. 
Christian Rambling Club Reading Local Group. 
Details Valerie Givan 0118 978 2757. 

Sat 27 WOOLHAMPTON (Reading) Sing for the 
Homeless Bach’s Christmas Oratorio conduct- 
ed by David Willcocks Douai Abbey 7.30pm. 
Rehearsal 7 Nov. Proceeds to Cardinal Hume 
Centre Trust. Details Judith Denny 01635 
862290 or Jo Morris 01635 200416. 

Sat 27 OXFORD The Last Shofar: CMJ day con- 
ference linking Jewish and Christian themes. 
St Clement’s Family Centre, 10.30am-4pm. 
Details Margot Hodson 01865 246716. 

Sat 27 OXFORD St Theosevia Centre, 2 
Canterbury Rd Study day on life and witness of 
Donald Nicholl 10.30am-4pm Details Ann 
Shukman 01865 310341. 

Sun 28 WATLINGTON Candlelit Advent Carol 
Service St Leonard’s Church 6pm. Details 01491 
612494. 

Tue 30 OXFORD Bishop Kallistos Ware speaks 
on Eastern Christendom Examination Schools, 
High St, 5pm, 

Tue 30 OXFORD Study day on Managing/work- 
ing with volunteers Church House 10am-4pm 
£15 Details Jeni Hobbs 01865 208252. 
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Help us win the fight 
against cancer ... 

Tenovus is a leading breast cancer 
charity funding research, counselling 
and patient care. 

We need volunteers to help run our 
local charity shops. 

If you have a few hours a week to 
spare, please contact Tenovus on 
01222 621433 for details. 


TENOVUS 

the cancer charity 


Research 0 Care 0 Counselling 


11 Whitchurch Road, 
Cardiff CF4 3JN 

Registered Charity No. 

1054015 


THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadley, Matron on TeL 01628-810557 

Berries Road, Cookham, Berks SL6 9SD 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact: 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

^iMMODINGTON Near Banbury 

^R>USB Oxon OX17 1SD 

Telephone: (01295) 750513 


A fully serviced 
apartment at 
Aynhoe Park 

At Aynhoe Park we have apartments suited 
to retired professional people. The 
Apartments range in size from small studio 
rooms to three-roomed apartments. All have 
a private bathroom and utility area. All 
meals, cleaning, apartment maintenance and 
heating are provided and there is 24 hour 
cover. 

At the moment we have a selection of 
vacant apartments. A loan is payable for the 
apartment and a monthly charge covers the 
services provided. 

If you would like to know more, or 
view the apartments, telephone Tony 
and Judy Bester on(01869) 810636. 


Forget-me-not 

The Personal Grave Tending Service 

❖ Crass cutting and edging 

❖ Weeding and clearing of debris 

❖ Pruning of roses and shrubs 

❖ Planting of bulbs and bedding 

❖ Cleaning of Monumental Masonry 

On request we are pleased to lay flowers for 
Birthdays and Special Anniversaires 
For details of our. complete Crave Tending Service 
please phone: 01869 351783 


+ 


BRITISH RED CROSS 
FI RST A ID COU RSES 

to be held at 
Banbury Headquarters 
Elms Clinic Grounds, 

Oxford Road, Banbury 

Emergency Life Support First Aid Course. 
Sunday 7 November 

9am - 1pm, 4 hours. Fee: £13.00 per person 
(incl. VAT) 

Enquiries: Margaret Tyrrell - Tel/ Fax 01295 269457 
Registered Charity Number 220949 
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Social Services 


Can you offer a child 
lifelong commitment? 

Could you consider adoption or long term fostering? 

We are recruiting families for children from a wide 
range of cultural and religious backgrounds. 

We need carers for children who are: 

• Black African Caribbean 

• White 

• Dual heritage 

• Brothers and sisters 


Many of these young people are aged 
between 6 and 14, although we do 
need some families for younger 
children, we know that offering a 
child a second chance is not an easy 
task, but the satisfaction and rewards 
are great. We will offer you a 
preparation course, good support 
and possible financial assistance. 


For more information contact: 

The Adoption Duty Worker 
The Family Placement Unit 
Hammersmith Town Hall Extension 
King Street, Hammersmith W6 9JU 

020 8748 3020 


REEVES MEMORIALS 

CARING FAMILY BUSINESS 

* Large Memorial Display 

* Top Quality Guaranteed Memorials 

* Insurance Cover Available 

* Renovation Work - Free Estimates 
* Prompt and Reliable Service at 

Competitive Prices 

146 Magdalen Road, Oxford 

01865 251231 

Home visits arranged 


DON'T 
SUFFER 

Natural relief from aches 
and pains for people and 
animals. As featured in 
the press, on radio 
and TV. 
BIOFLOW® 
is a breakthrough in 
magnet therapy and has 
already brought relief to 
thousands of customers. 
All products supplied 
with a 60-day 
refund policy. 

For free brochure call: 
Sue & Ken McVeigh 
01263 824146 
Independent Distributor 
It bas got to be worth 
a tty! 



FROM BIKE TO TRIKE 


We've got tv hat you like! 

EASYBIKE 7 

Electric Cycles wiiHll 

■ Need no licence to operate 

■ Use no petrol 

■ Require no MoT or road fax 

■ Three models to choose from 

Able-bodied or with special 
needs, we've got a cycle for you 
at a price that's right. 

Call us now for a 
free brochure 

07000 564040 


BRIAN LEWIS HOUSE 

ABBEYFIELD (Oxford) SOCIETY 

• Very sheltered housing for elderly people 

• Spacious house in lovely garden, located near central 
Oxford 

• All rooms en suite 

• Hot lunch and supper, and buffet breakfast and 
snacks 

• Supportive and caring staff 

- Respite care sometimes available 

PLEASE CONTACT: The Administrator 
Brian Lewis House, 80 St. Clements 
OXFORD OX4 1AW 

Tel: 01865 790439 


Oxford A unts 


Live-in Care & 
Nursing Services 

We have been helping elderly & 
disabled people to stay living in 
their own homes for over 30 years. 

We specialise in providing Live-in 
Companion Housekeepers 
Care Assistants and Nurses 

Temporary or Longer-term over 
several months 

Please call us for further details on 

01865 791017 

Regulated & Inspected by the DTI 
Licensed by Oxfordshire CC as a 
Nursing Agency. 


Housing 

21 ... 


Housing 21 is a charitable Housing 
Association for the over 55's. We 
own and manage over 1 5000 
sheltered flats across England, with 
regional and area offices 
established to deliver a whole 
range of services nationwide. 

We are committed to promoting independence and choice 
for older people through quality housing, care and 
support. As a non-profit making organisation, ony 
surpluses we moke go back into improving 
accommodation and services for customers. Our previous 
name was the Royal British Legion Housing Association. 
The name change happened in 1 992 with the association 
opened its waiting lists to all older people with, or 
without, a service background. 

Sheltered housing allows as much independence and 
choice for the individual os they require. Our Court 
Managers, who live on site, ore on duty five days o 
week, ond are more than just 'good neighbours'. All flats 
ore fully self contained, ond communal oreos within the 
Court allow for a full ond vibrant social life. Of course, it 
is your choice whether to participate in regular activities. 
Many of our existing residencts claim housing benefit. 
Expert staff can work with you to ensure you receive 
all the benefits you are entitled to. For further 
information of accommodation in your chosen area, 
please call our head office on 01 494 685200. 


EUROPE 

... a continent in transformation 

The radical changes that have swept through 
Europe could never have been dreamed of twenty 
years ago. But one thing has not altered. With 
traditional churches continually declining and 
evangelical churches remaining weak, Europe is 
one of the most spiritually needy of all the world's 
continents. 

ECM is working to answer this need by planting 
and developing churches across Europe from 
Portugal to Ukraine. We have opportunities in 
evangelism, pastoring and teaching, radio 
broadcasting, translating and distributing 
literature, rehabilitating drug addicts and 
providing emergency relief aid. 

Short or longer term options are available. 
Contact us today: 

European Christian Mission, 

50 Billing Road, 

NORTHAMPTON 
NN1 5DH 
Tel: 01 604 621092 
Fax: 01604 620594 
E-mail: ECMBritain@compuserve.com. 



ECM 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm TEL. 01793 701313 

514 CRICK! ADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB), SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 



For a sense of freedom 




and around the home 


WALKING AIDS BATH LIFT STAIR LIFT 

PHONE FOR A FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 




